DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 12TH APRIL  2010 AT 7.30PM.

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote [Parish/Borough],       Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Heeley, Kemp,         Mrs Price, Pinder, Mrs Oakley.

Staff: 
Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Maggie Roberts [Secretary].

Borough/County 
Sam Boote [Borough], Chris Evans [Borough],
Councillors:
John Cottee [Borough/County].

Members of the Public:
There were 15 members of the public present at the outset.  

Cllr Grice established that the members of the public were all attending the meeting with an interest in Item 11 on the agenda [Proposed Tesco Store].  It was AGREED that this item would be dealt with after Item 4 on the agenda [Matters Arising].

10/8014
Apologies

· No apologies had been received.

· Cllrs Mrs Mather and Grant did not attend the meeting.
10/8015
Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:

· Cllr Grice  re 10/8020a [Reimbursements].

· Cllr Mrs Chmara re 10/8020a [Reimbursements].

· Cllr Barton re 10/8023 [Co-option Proposal].

10/8016
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 8.3.10 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.
10/8017
Matters Arising

· [10/7996] Cllr Grice commented that there were still no details to accompany the photograph of  Cllr Mrs Mather on the Council website.  

· [10/1955e] Cllr Grice enquired whether the proposed joint meeting had taken place to discuss the Development Framework Core Strategy. Cllr Mrs Abbey reported  that there had not been a meeting as such, but that all concerned had communicated their views via email. Cllr Kemp added that the necessary coordination had effectively been achieved.

· [10/8011a] Cllr Grice asked Cllr Kemp for an update regarding the Burial Ground car park. Cllr Kemp reported that it was now complete. Cllr Grice asked why the gates were locked.  Cllr Kemp explained that this was pending completion of planning formalities. Cllr Kemp added that there were concerns that travellers might use the car park. Cllr Grice suggested that the gates would be no deterrent. Cllr Mrs Boote commented that this was immaterial  as the gates would have a bearing on the Council’s powers to deal with any trespass.

10/8018
Proposed Tesco Store
· Cllr Grice pointed out that this was the first time the Parish Council had had an opportunity to discuss the proposal formally, and that anything anyone had read or heard previously could not be regarded as official Parish Council policy.  

· Cllr Mrs Abbey explained  the role of the Parish Council Planning committee in relation to the proposal: 

· In the absence of any planning application, the committee could not take a stance, either supporting or opposing the proposal, at this stage; however, it could take people’s  comments and concerns on board, and indeed Cllr Mrs Abbey had already raised concerns on behalf of the Conservation Area group.  

· The committee would have to consider any plans strictly in accordance with planning criteria, and it was accordingly important that observations from the public should be relevant to those criteria, e.g. effect on traffic, access and egress to and from the site, conservation; the effect of the proposals on existing retailers was not a planning issue, and “we don’t want Tesco”, if not backed up with reasons why, was not an effective protest.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey added that, once a planning application had been submitted, anyone wishing to object should write to the Borough Council, sending a copy to the Parish Council as well; a petition was not a good idea as it would, in all probability, be counted as a single objection.

· Cllr Grice reported that, up to and including 9.4.10, the Parish Council had received: sixty letters or emails against the proposal; seven in favour; three undecided.  The most frequently voiced concerns were: effect on local businesses; possible traffic/parking problems; the need for sheltered housing for the elderly.

· Cllr Grice suggested that, at this stage, decisions needed to be made regarding:

· Statement [draft circulated prior to the meeting] to be posted on the Parish Council website and in the May edition of the Keyworth News. 

· Public meeting [possibly 17.5.10].

· Leaflet drop to publicise the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.

· Members of the public commented as follows:

· Concerns regarding increased volume of traffic on Selby Lane; road too narrow to accommodate inevitable delivery lorries; bend in road could become an accident black spot. 

· Village Hall car park could be compromised with overspill parking.

· Public meeting important; needs to be well advertised; voice of the village needs to be heard.

· Parish Council should consider obtaining professional advice regarding any planning application.

· Concerns regarding increased run-off of water on site and danger of flooding.  

· Concerns regarding proposals for sheltered housing development having fallen through: a generation of Keyworth residents had left the village following the closure of Debdale House, and were unable to return; subsequent generations would also be affected.  [Cllr Mrs Boote explained that the planning permission for sheltered housing had expired.]

· Concerns regarding the impact on businesses in the village, and the potential loss of numerous retailers: the face of the village could change for ever.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that a referendum would give a better indication of public opinion than a public meeting.

· The Clerk commented that a referendum, or Parish Poll, if that was what was being proposed, would probably have to be arranged through the Borough Council, and might therefore be expensive; on the other hand, a survey, by way of a leaflet drop, would possibly be easier to arrange and less expensive, albeit that it might be a less exact method of gauging public opinion.

· Cllr Heeley thanked those members of the public who had written to the Parish Council.  As regards the proposed statement from the Parish Council, he suggested that the Council needed to act “quicker and louder”, and to be “more proactive in order to preserve what we have got”. As regards the effect of the proposal on other businesses, he commented that this was an opportunity to challenge the local shops to sell goods that Keyworth residents wanted.  

· Borough Cllr Evans warned that, until plans had been submitted to the Council, any negative views could be seen as prejudicial to those plans and would have to be ignored by the Borough Council.

· Cllr Grice suggested that, until the Parish Council had a better idea of the views of all of the people of Keyworth, it could not make a considered response to the proposal.

The meeting was reconvened.

· The statement to appear on the website and in the May edition of the Keyworth News was APPROVED subject only to removal of the reference to a public meeting in May – see Appendix 1.

· Standing order 10 having been invoked, the details of the vote were recorded as follows :

· Those in favour: Cllrs Grice, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote, Barton, Mrs Cane, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Erwin, Mrs Price.

· Those against: None.

· Abstention: Cllr Kemp.

· AGREED that a public meeting should be arranged, but only after a planning application had been submitted.

· Standing order 10 having been invoked, the details of the vote were recorded as follows :

· Those in favour: Cllrs Grice, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote, Barton, Mrs Cane, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Erwin, Mrs Price, Kemp.

· Those against: None.

· Abstentions: None.

· AGREED that the Parish Council should arrange a leaflet drop publicising the meeting. 

· Standing order 10 having been invoked, the details of the vote were recorded as follows :

· Those in favour: Cllrs Grice, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote, Barton, Mrs Cane, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Erwin, Mrs Price, Kemp.

· Those against: None.

· Abstentions: None.

· AGREED that the Parish Council should arrange a survey of public opinion, by way of a leaflet drop, after a planning application had been submitted.

· Standing order 10 having been invoked, the details of the vote were recorded as follows :

· Those in favour: Cllrs Grice, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote, Barton, Mrs Cane, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Erwin, Mrs Price, Kemp.

· Those against: None.

· Abstentions: None.

10/8019
Correspondence

· Email re the possibility of a teen park in Keyworth - Cllr Mrs Price reported that she was liaising with Andi Proffitt [Village Plan Development Group, Youth Forum] and feasibility studies were being carried out on certain sites.

The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Grot Spots - Cllr Grice drew attention to photographs forwarded by a resident. Cllr Mrs Boote reported that she had contacted Streetwise, and was keeping an eye on the situation.

· Letter re stage lighting from U3A – Cllr Grice reported that the Village Hall advisory committee was dealing with this; discussions with the Dramatic Society and other organisations were ongoing.

· Email re grit bins - Cllr Barton reported that he was waiting to hear from the County Council about this issue. Cllr Cottee confirmed that the County Council would be writing to Parish Councils in due course.

· Note from Inspector Haywood – NOTED that Inspector Haywood was standing down. Cllr Grice added that the name of his replacement was not known at this stage.

· Letter re County Council Civic Service - Cllr Mrs Chmara to attend.

· Working with Artists flyer from Notts County Council – NOTED.

· Adapting to Climate Change: A Guide for Local Councils – NOTED.

10/8020
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements 

· A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix 2.

b) F & GP Minutes dated 22.3.10

· The report dated 22.3.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
10/8021
Planning

a) Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting on 8.3.10

· The report dated 8.3.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.

b) Minutes of Meeting on 15.3.10

· The report dated 15.3.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED. 

· Regarding the heritage plaque, Cllr Mrs Abbey thanked Cllr Cottee and Notts County Council for their support in obtaining funding for installation and legalities.

c) 
Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting on 29.3.10
· The report dated 29.3.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.

· Cllr Abbey reported one amendment under Declarations of  Interest: Cllr Mrs Chmara had declared an interest in only 45 Main Street, Keyworth [10/00486/FUL].

10/8022
Reports 

a) From KPFA Representatives 

· Having attended the meeting on 10.3.10, Cllr Mrs Price reported as follows:

·  John Dring will be standing again as KPFA chairman.  

· Keyworth Show: more support this year; bigger committee; raffle tickets already out.

· Cllr Mrs Price confirmed that she would be attending the KPFA AGM on 14.4.10.
b) Platt Lane JMC Representatives 
· Cllr Barton reported as follows:

·  Meeting scheduled for 17.3.10 had been cancelled – not quorate.

·  Extraordinary meeting held on 1.4.10.  

· Cllr Cottee re-elected as chairman.

· Legionella risk: Severn Trent had quoted £9k for remedial work, but there are other ways, such as installing power showers.  

· Car park to be extended.

· Cllr Grice queried whether the question of a business plan for the existing buildings once the new clubhouse is completed had been discussed, as promised at the Full Council meeting on 18.1.10 [107998b].

· Cllr Barton reported that it had not.

10/8023
Council Vacancies – Co-option Proposal  
· Candidates’ background details and the recommendations of the interview panel had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· The recommendation that Sheila Kingdom should be co-opted with effect from the next meeting on 10.5.10 was APPROVED.

· The recommendation to decline Bill Donaldson’s application for co-option was also APPROVED.

10/8024
Allotments – Feedback From Residents
· Cllr Grice commented that twelve letters/emails [circulated prior to the meeting] had been received, supporting Tony Axford’s comments in the Keyworth News, although only four appeared to be from people wanting an allotment for themselves.

· Cllr Grice commented that a site near Croft Road had also been suggested as a possibility for allotments, and suggested that the Parish Council should perhaps await the outcome of that proposal [not a Parish Council initiative] before giving the matter further consideration.

· Cllr Mrs Boote reported that the Croft Road situation was ongoing, but that the Borough Council did appear to be in favour.

· Cllr Heeley commented that  he was not opposed to allotments as such, but pointed out that only four of the twenty-six people apparently on the waiting list [for the existing allotments] had written to the Parish Council, and that, in his view, there was no need for a public meeting on the issue.  

· Cllr Heeley added, and stated that he wished it to be minuted, that the trustees of the existing allotments had reserves in excess of £25k which could be brought to bear in finding additional allotments.

10/8025
Questions:

a) For Borough/County Councillors
· Cllr Grice asked Cllr Cottee whether he had made any progress in eliciting a reply from Notts County Council to the Parish Council’s solicitor’s letter regarding the ownership of the Platt Lane buildings.  

· Cllr Cottee responded that the relevant person had been away last week, but that his email was waiting for her on her return.

· The Clerk commented that this issue was all the more important in the light of possible expenditure of £9k [10/8022b].

· Cllr Cottee responded that it was unlikely that this expenditure would, in fact, be necessary.

· Borough Cllr Sam Boote pointed out that there was still time for comments regarding the Development Framework Core Strategy, and added that the official consultation period had been far too short.

b) From Residents

· There were no further questions.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at approximately 8.45pm.
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