DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 26 APRIL 2010 AT 7.30PM

PRESENT:

Chairman:  
Cllr Grice


          Parish Councillors:
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote (Borough/Parish)

Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Mather, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Mrs Price.

           Other Councillors:
Sam Boote (Borough), Chris Evans (Borough), 

John Cottee (Borough/County).



       Council Staff:
Neil Grocock (Clerk), Maggie Roberts (Secretary).

    Members of the Public:
27

1. Chairman’s Welcome/Apologies
· Cllr Grice welcomed everyone to the meeting.

· Apologies were received from Cllr Grant.

2. Minutes
· The minutes of the meeting on 27 April 2009 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.
3. Chairman’s Report on Parish Council Activities 2009/10
· Cllr Grice reported as follows:

· A busy year for the Council; Village Plan launched; Village Development Liaison committee set up to monitor progress.

· Burial Ground: car park finished (gates locked pending completion of planning formalities); new fencing; wildflower meadow on adjacent land; Phase 3 plans underway.

· Playing field covenant: negotiations with Parochial Church Council finalised; legal formalities underway; will allow some cricket and football matches to be played on Sundays, but some Sundays will be for families to enjoy the space; thanks to John Dring (KPFA) for his hard work.

· Floral displays: village won silver award in Village in Bloom competition 2009; hanging baskets financed by Parish Council; Cllr Mrs Oakley, assisted by Cllrs Mrs Cane and Mrs Mather, organising 2010 hanging baskets.
· Xmas lights 2009: thanks to Cllr Mrs Oakley for her sterling efforts.

· Nottingham Road play area: new security fence thanks to Week of Action funding obtained by Cllr Mrs Price.
· Old play area: lay desolate for many years; will now be garden for South Wolds pupils to use thanks to the efforts of the KPFA and Week of Action funding.

· Village Hall: new carpet and resurfaced dance floor in Centenary Lounge thanks to Awards for All grant; new stacking tables in Village Hall; no increase in hire fees for 2010/11; temporary use of Green Room by Keyworth Advice Centre; new PA system for Village Hall on order; footpaths (car park to Memorial gates; Centenary Lounge to scout hut) resurfaced.

· Skatepark: now has artistic graffiti thanks to Cllr Mrs Boote and Week of Action funding.

· Council has adopted red telephone kiosk at the junction of Bunny Lane and Nottingham Road; other villages have used boxes for floral displays or local advertising.
· Another heritage plaque obtained for the Conservation area; to be installed later in the year.

· Thanks to Cllr Mrs Abbey and the Planning committee which has had another very busy year.

· Precept: reduced for the second year running to the benefit of council tax payers; according to the Council’s as yet unaudited 2009/10 accounts, expenditure added up to marginally less than the precept, so the decision to reduce the precept marginally seems to be justified.

4. Questions from Residents
· Cllr Grice responded to a question regarding the proposal for  a Tesco store in Keyworth, summarising as follows:
· To date, Tesco had not sought planning permission, and it was unclear whether or when this might happen; Tesco was testing the water, and was understood to be looking at several different sites in the Nottingham area.

· The Parish Council would have to consider any planning application on its merits, and could only object in relation to planning criteria.
· The Parish Council proposed calling a public meeting and carrying out a survey if and when a planning application was submitted, so as to get a truer picture of how many residents were for or against.

· In the event of a planning application, residents should write individually to the Borough Council outlining any objections; a petition was likely to be counted as a singly objection.

· Cllr Grice was asked why the site had not been used for housing for the elderly, residents of Debdale House having been moved out of the village and not returned, and whether this had not been a condition of the sale of the land.

· Cllr Grice replied that there may have been a gentleman’s agreement, but there had not been any legal obligation.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that the planning permission for sheltered housing on the site had not expired, but that it had not, in any case, been linked to the planning application in respect of Debdale House; also, there had been some objections to the application for sheltered housing.

· Borough Cllr Sam Boote commented that the Borough Council had ruled out the idea of Debdale House residents being moved twice.
· In response to a question regarding the empty former Co-op building which was “now an eyesore”, Cllr Grice commented that he understood the Borough Council would not allow for a change of use (as opposed to commercial use), e.g. affordable housing.
· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that the Co-op would not allow another food retailer to use the site.

· Borough Cllr Evans commented that it was very difficult to get the Co-op to do anything about a site such as this: disused Co-op premises in Bingham had been “a complete eyesore” for some eight years.

· Cllr Mrs Chmara commented that it was a shame the Co-op was not more in tune with the community’s wishes.

· Sheila Kingdom suggested that ideas for the site could be collected at the Keyworth Show.

· Regarding the Tesco proposal, it was pointed out that there had been two bungalows on the site, so not all of the land had originally been for commercial use; Cllr Mrs Abbey responded that there had been no objection to change of use for that part of the site.
· Cllr Barton explained that there had been a move to extend the Conservation area further along Selby Lane; it could be argued that such a development was too near to the Conservation area, and a reasonable objection could be that views in and out of the Conservation area would be affected.
· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that the proposals for extending the Conservation area had been put forward some six months ago, before the Tesco proposals.
· Borough Cllr Evans undertook to chase this up.

· Cllr Barton pointed out that the Parish Council’s powers were very limited in relation to planning matters: it could only make observations and recommendations.

· Cllr Grice commented that the Parish Council would do the best it could for the village.

· Cllr Heeley commented that Rushcliffe was not well served by a Borough Council which had no strategic development policy.

· Cllr Evans agreed, commenting that the Borough Council had been badly marked on planning, and that there was no local plan.

· Cllr Heeley suggested that ‘blue sky thinking’ was required, and that residents should voice concerns, speak out and let the Borough Council know if it is letting the community down.

· In response to a question regarding the former British Legion premises on Bunny Lane, Cllr Barton confirmed that the building was not listed.

· Cllr Grice thanked everyone for attending.
· There was a vote of thanks, followed by a round of applause, for the Parish Council, the chairman and other members, for all of their work on behalf of the village over the past year.

There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 

approximately 8.30pm.
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