DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 19 NOVEMBER 2007 AT 7.30PM

PRESENT:


Parish Councillors: Kemmer [Chairman], Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote (Borough & Parish), Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Edwards, Grice, Mrs Howard, Mrs Price.

Staff: Mr Grocock (Clerk),  Mrs Orr (Secretary).

Other Local Councillors: County/Borough Cllr Cottee, Borough Cllr Sam Boote

Members of Public: None.

08/7724
Apologies

Apologies received from Cllrs Grant, Evans, Heeley, Mrs Oakley and Roos; Cllr Mrs Carr not present.

08/7725
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Mrs Chmara declared an interest in item 08/7728 and signed the interests book.

08/7726
Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on 15 October 2007 were APPROVED and signed as a true record.

08/7727
Matters Arising

· [08/7711] Council Vacancy:

· Cllr Kemmer queried whether any members were aware of prospective co-optees.

· Cllrs Mrs Boote and Grice reported that they knew people who might be interested, but declined to name names at this stage.

· Cllr Mrs Howard, a member of the interview panel, reported that she might be unavailable during January.

· The Clerk pointed out that Cllr Kemmer, another member of the panel, would be away during the latter part of January, and suggested that interested parties should be encouraged to write in sooner rather than later, so that interviews can commence during December.

· [08/7717] Web Site: Cllr Kemmer commented that there were still no details regarding two members [Cllrs Mrs Carr and Grant] on the web site [Your Councillors page], but that nothing could be done as the relevant members were not at the meeting.

· [08/7710] HSBC Closure: Cllr Kemmer reported that he did receive a letter from HSBC, but that the local branch had closed in the meantime.

· [08/7718] Post Office Closure: Cllr Kemmer reported that his letter concerning the proposed closure of the Wolds Drive office had been acknowledged. 

08/7728
Finance/Audit 

a) A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix 1.

· Cllr Kemmer urged members who had not already seen the heritage plaque [currently in the Green Room] to have a look at it; he considered it to be “a stunning design”. 

b) Cllr Kemmer moved the adoption of the report dated 12 November 2007, drawing particular attention to the following decisions:

· 2008/9 budget to be provisionally based on an increase in precept in line with the increase in the retail price index [RPI].

· Budget for Xmas lights increased by £4.9k.

· Term of KPC/KPFA lease to be extended to 21 years.

· As regards the Xmas lights, Cllr Mrs Howard enquired why the original costings had been so wrong.

· Cllr Mrs Price explained that this was purely due to the cost of the electrical work; other costs had not changed. She added that the cost did not cover all shops; some shops’ electrics were not up to standard;  other shops may be interested next year.

· Cllr Kemmer suggested that it had been a huge undertaking to get to this stage.

· Cllr Mrs Price informed members that the date for turning on the lights would be 7.12.07 at 5pm; she had spoken to the school, and it was hoped that there would be some children carol singing.

· As regards the lease, Cllr Kemmer explained that the term needed to be extended in order to render the tennis club eligible for a substantial grant; the Council had only been made aware of this requirement at the last minute, and time was now of the essence.

· The Clerk pointed out that, whilst he had instructed the Council’s solicitors, nothing could be done unless the KPFA was prepared to accept the terms of the new lease and instruct its solicitors accordingly.

· The Clerk suggested that, on second thoughts, it might be better to extend the term of the lease to more than 21 years, his point being that the minimum 21 year requirement might be an issue again at some stage in the future, for example if the tennis club applies for a grant in respect of the old play area.

· AGREED that the term of the lease should be extended to 25 years.

· Cllr Mrs Howard queried the quotation for a Sarnafil covering on the flat roof, and whether other quotations were being obtained.

· The Clerk pointed out that three quotations had been obtained for conventional re-felting, but that the Sarnafil quotation was no more than a discussion document at this stage.
Subject to the amendment in respect of the term of the lease, the report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
08/7729
Village Hall Report

· Cllr Grice reported as follows:
· No meeting of the Village Hall advisory committee since the September Full Council meeting.

· At the recent Village Hall Users’ Group meeting, the Bridge Club had agreed to fall in with the proposed new keyholding procedures; this should ultimately enable the Council to dispense with the security guard.

· Fire risk assessment highlights the need for curtains to be fire retardant; quotation being obtained.
· As regards the new keyholding procedures, the Clerk warned that it would take time to roll out the new system to all hirers.
· Cllr Grice suggested that the Clerk was being unduly negative in this respect; the Clerk responded that he was being positive, but realistic: it would take some time for all hirers to take the new procedures on board, and it would be foolish to dispense with the security guard before everyone was ready; the office staff would take the flak if things went wrong and, in particular, the Bookings Clerk needed to feel comfortable with the new system and confident that it had been rolled out properly.

· Cllr Mrs Howard queried the need for new curtains, and suggested that the cost might be in the region of £10k.
· Cllr Grice responded that the current curtains were already in a poor state, and needed replacing anyway; the cost of merely cleaning them was prohibitive.
· Cllr Mrs Howard suggested that blinds could be considered as a cheaper alternative.
· The Clerk pointed out that the fire risk assessment report had only just been received, and its implications were still under consideration.o
08/7730
Burial Ground Report

· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that Cllr Heeley, the chairman of the Burial Ground advisory committee, was not present.
· Cllr Mrs Howard commented that the committee appeared not to have met since April [web site – members’ area].
· Cllr Mrs Boote stated that there had been a meeting since.
· The Clerk commented that he was not aware of any notes from a meeting.
· Cllr Kemmer undertook check with Cllr Heeley.
· The Clerk enquired whether the recent health & safety report had been finalised; Cllr Mrs Boote undertook to look into this.
· The Clerk reported that some landscaping at the Burial Ground should have been done some six months ago, but the contractor had failed to start the work as promised; the groundsman was now trying to line up an alternative contractor, but the work would either have to be done very quickly or wait until spring; in the meantime, the relevant part of the Burial Ground was not at its best.ahHH
08/7731
Amenities/Skatepark Report

· Cllr Mrs Price reported as follows:
New Play Area

· She and the Clerk had met with Chris Guest, the head teacher at Nottingham Road Primary school, and the Clerk had subsequently written to the County Council enquiring about the possibility of renewing the lease subject to amended terms [security of tenure; ten year term; children up to age eleven] and in respect of a slightly larger plot of land.

· The Clerk had subsequently received an email acknowledging his letter.

· By agreement with the school, the hedge would be lowered.

· As regards the play area, Cllr Kemmer queried the cost implications of further developments.
· The Clerk explained that these were merely tentative enquiries at this stage: if the County Council indicated that it was agreeable to the proposals, it would then be for the Amenities advisory committee to make a case for any developments; leasing a larger plot of land would not put the Parish Council under any immediate obligation to develop the play area, but it made sense to make enquiries well in advance of the current lease becoming due for renewal [June 2008], and at a time when the Village Plan was seen as a means of obtaining funding for projects in the not too distant future.

· The Clerk also pointed out that planning permission would be another issue which would need to be sorted out.

Old Play Area 

· Tim Calnan [tennis club] to report back in due course.

Skatepark

· Cllr Edwards trying to arrange a meeting of the Ultrawheelz Management Group.

· The Clerk said that he desperately needed answers to the following questions:

1) Is the management group still operative, given that there is no record of any meetings since December 2006?

2) Are the weekly checks still being carried out, and documented, as stipulated by the Council’s insurers?

3) Has any remedial work recommended in the last RoSPA inspection report been carried out, bearing in mind that the next inspection is imminent?

· Cllr Edwards assured the Clerk that the weekly checks were being carried out and documented.

· Cllr Mrs Price declined to answer the question concerning remedial work until after the next meeting of the advisory committee.

Widmerpool Parish Council – Rights of Way

· Letter received from Widmerpool Parish Council re rights of way, access and linking of bridal paths; this to be discussed at the next advisory committee meeting.

08/7732
Nature Reserve

· Cllr Mrs Abbey reported as follows:

· No meeting of the Management Group since the September Full Council meeting.

· Nature Reserve was awarded a certificate by Rushcliffe Community Partnership in recognition of the commitment shown in improving the life of the Borough; it was presented to Ken Jackson, manager, by the Mayor of Rushcliffe at an award ceremony on 8.11.07.

· Neil Pinder arranges working parties on Sunday mornings during November and December; anyone who would like to help, please contact him via the Council office.

08/7733
KPFA

· Cllr Kemmer reported as follows in respect of the meeting on 7.11.07:
· John Dring will take over as chairman when Derek Oakley steps down next year.

· Howard Marshall will take over from Ian Mackenzie-Bell as Keyworth Show chairman.
· Groundsman’s contract expires in March 2008; this to be discussed at a liaison meeting.
08/7734
Platt Lane 

The meeting was suspended so that Borough/County Cllr Cottee 

could comment as follows:

· The pitch drainage is almost complete.

· Other work on the site includes digital levelling of the pitch.

· Building work starts next spring; also extension to car park

· Completed September/October if all goes to plan.

· Football Club will take responsible for new building.

· Cllr Kemmer requested that Cllr Cottee let him have some information on this so that he can include it in the January newsletter.

The following issues, not pertaining to the agenda, were raised at this point in the meeting: 

-  Cllr Barton was impressed with the new war memorial.

-  Cllr Mrs Howard was concerned about the traffic noise during the two-minute   

    silence on 11.11.07.

-  Cllr Cottee confirmed that he had asked the police to stop the traffic during this   

    period, but obviously this did not happen.

The meeting was reconvened

08/7735
Farmers’ Market Proposal

· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that Cllr Grant was not at the meeting, and was unable, therefore, to report back from the meeting on 22.10.07.
· The Clerk queried whether anyone had taken notes at the aforementioned meeting. Cllr Kemmer responded that he thought Cllr Grant had taken notes. The Clerk pointed out that Cllr Grant had failed to respond to three requests for notes which might be circulated.

· Cllr Kemmer suggested that there were a number of different locations at which a market could be held.
· The Clerk queried what the role of the Parish Council would be if the market were not held on Parish Council land. Cllr Kemmer responded that the role of the Parish Council would be to “light the blue touch paper”. 
· AGREED that initially this issue would be discussed by the Amenities advisory committee.
08/7736
Village Plan 

· Cllr Kemmer reported that the steering group had met three times. Members of the steering group are: Trevor Dobson [Chairman], Tom Caven-Atack [Secretary], Barrie Voyce, Hilary Tarran, Alan Jones, Stephan Green; Terry Cheshire [not a member of the steering group] will act as treasurer. 

· Discussions to date had identified the following issues for consideration: housing, environment, transport, health & leisure, youth issues, business.

· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that the whole process would take at least eighteen months. He suggested that members of the steering group should be invited along to the Full Council meeting on 3.12.07, to meet Councillors.

· The Clerk pointed out that a guest speaker [re First Contact Signposting Scheme] had already been lined up for the December meeting.

· AGREED that the meeting on 3.12.07 should start at 7.00pm.

o
08/7737
Correspondence

· See Appendix 2 for full list of correspondence.

· South Wolds Community School - Learning Partnership Trust [Consultation Documents]:

· The Clerk drew attention to the relevant documents which can also be accessed via the members’ area or the school web site.

· The Clerk pointed out that there would be an open meeting at the school on 20.11.07.

· Cllr Cottee commended the documents as “well worth reading”.

· Cllr Kemmer reported that this issue had been mentioned at the recent school visit by Council members, but conceded that he had not been fully au fait with it at that time.

· Cllr Kemmer urged members to study the documents, so that a decision could be made as to whether the Council should make comment on the proposals.

· Cllr Kemmer also mentioned that Cllr Heeley had raised the matter of parking on Church Drive during the school visit. 

· In response to a request from Rushcliffe Borough Council, it was AGREED provisionally that a meeting could take place on 11.12.07, to discuss “partnership and working together” with members of the Borough Council senior management team.

· Various other dates suggested were considered unsuitable.

· Cllr Mrs Price enquired whether there was any correspondence regarding the Selby Lane planning appeal.

· Cllr Mrs Boote confirmed that it would resume on 23.11.07.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm
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