DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 3 DECEMBER 2007 AT 7.00PM

PRESENT:


Parish Councillors: Kemmer [Chairman], Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote [Borough & Parish], Mrs Carr, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Edwards, Evans [Borough & Parish], Grant, Grice, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Mrs Price.

Staff: Mr Grocock [Clerk],  Mrs Orr [Secretary].

Other Local Councillors: Borough Cllr Sam Boote.

Members of Public: .None at the outset; the latter part of the meeting was attended by members of the Village Plan steering group.

08/7738
Apologies

Apologies received from Cllrs Mrs Howard and Roos; Cllr Heeley re early departure. 

08/7739
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

08/7740
Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2007 were APPROVED and signed as a true record.

08/7741
Matters Arising

· [08/7728b] Christmas Lights:
· Cllr Mrs Price reported on progress [24 trees in place; eleven more to be installed].

· Cllrs Mrs Boote, Edwards and Evans volunteered to help on 5.12.07.
· Cllr Mrs Price reminded members that the lights would be switched on on 7.12.07 at 5pm; children from Willow Brook school would sing carols, and mulled wine and mince pies would be served in the Centenary Lounge afterwards.
· [08/7728b] KPFA Lease:
· Cllr Kemmer reported that the Council’s solicitors were expecting to send a first draft of the new lease to the KPFA’s solicitors on 4.12.07.

· Cllr Kemmer commented that this might allow just enough time to meet the tight deadline occasioned by the tennis club’s late request for an extension of the term of the lease to facilitate its grant application. 
·  [08/7727] Council Vacancy:
· Cllr Kemmer commented that the vacancy had been advertised in the December edition of the Keyworth News, but there had thus far been no response.

· Cllr Grice reported that the prospective applicant he had mentioned at the last meeting was no longer interested.

· [08/7731] Skatepark: 
· Cllr Mrs Price reported that a meeting of the Ultrawheelz Management Group had taken place on 1.12.07; all Management Group members had attended.  

· The Clerk confirmed that the minutes of the meeting could be found on the web site [Members’ Area].

· Cllr Mrs Price said that she would update the Clerk in respect of the recommendations in the May RoSPA inspection report.

· [08/7731] Footpaths/Bridleways:
Regarding the letter from Widmerpool Parish Council, Cllr Mrs Price reported that some information regarding rights of way, access and linking of bridal paths had been obtained from Jane Baines [Area Rights of Way Officer, Notts County Council]; this would be forwarded on to Widmerpool Parish Council and, for the time being, the Amenities advisory committee did not recommend any further action.
AGREED that the following item could be brought forward on the agenda so that Cllr Heeley could report before his departure from the meeting.

08/7742
Web Site

· Cllr Heeley reported that there had been 340/400 unique visitors to the web site per month over the last three months; the Keyworth Diary entry was especially popular.  
· In response to a query from Cllr Kemmer, the Clerk reported that, according to the site statistics, the Members’ Area had only been visited by seven Councillors in the past ten days.
· Cllr Kemmer stressed how important it was for Councillors to visit the Members’ Area, especially before meetings.
· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that Cllrs Mrs Carr and Grant had still not submitted their details to Cllr Heeley [for inclusion on the Your Councillors page]; also, a photograph of Cllr Mrs Oakley was still required; he requested that the relevant details be forwarded to Cllr Heeley within the next seven days.
08/7743
Finance/Audit 

a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements

· A schedule of payments, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix 1.

· The Clerk explained that the reimbursements included on the schedule had been carried forward from the previous month in error, and were thus already approved..  

· In response to a query from Cllr Erwin, the Clerk explained that one of the reimbursements [to Cllr Mrs Oakley] was in respect of travelling expenses, for two Councillors travelling to a training seminar at Norwell near Newark.

b) External Audit 2006/7

The Clerk had handed out a copy of the external auditor’s certificate to all Councillors, and it was noted that this had been signed off with “no matters…giving cause for concern”.

08/7744
Planning  Report

a) Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 29.10.07; seconded by Cllr Mrs Price. The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

b) Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 26.11.07; seconded by Cllr  Chmara  The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

Cllr Mrs Abbey reported that the meeting regarding the proposed Selby Lane development had taken place on 23.11.07; it was expected that a decision would be made after Christmas; Cllr Mrs Chmara had obtained a copy of the report if anyone wanted to read it.

The following Agenda item had been postponed because of an unavoidable delay in the arrival of the speakers.

The meeting was adjourned

08/7745
Presentation – First Contact Signposting Scheme

Julie Folkett and Linda Swann, co-ordinators, gave a presentation regarding the First Contact Signposting Scheme as follows:

· Scheme launched in Rushcliffe in November 2005; now countywide, but not the City of Nottingham.

· Enables people over sixty to apply for various services that they may be entitled to, but may not be aware of.

· The idea is to find out what people over sixty want; to make them aware that it is easy to obtain advice and information. Some people are reluctant to ask for help – thinking that they are not eligible, or scared to admit that they cannot cope.

· The aim is to get to these people before they reach crisis point; to keep people safe and independent; preventative care.

· A multi-agency checklist is provided for people in their own home; some services are free; a charge of £8//10 per hour might be levied for small jobs, e.g. moving furniture, gardening [handyperson scheme – registered tradespersons].  

· Work with a wide range of services, agencies and organisations: Borough & County Councils, PCTs, police, fire service, pension service, welfare and other voluntary services.

· Respite for carers is another issue dealt with.

· Heating checked to make sure that homes are kept warm; energy saving grant entitlements.

· Work with voluntary community organisations and voluntary transport groups -  helping people with transport to visit dentists, doctors, shopping centres, friends etc.

· Old people can often feel very isolated, after the loss of a partner, for example.

· When questionnaires are completed, by any one of the services, they are faxed to the scheme co-ordinators within 24 hours.  

· Smoke alarms are a priority.

· A very successful project, only funded until August 2008; it is hoped that further funding will be secured through partners to enable the scheme to carry on.

 Cllr Heeley left the meeting at this point [7.45pm]

· Cllr Kemmer enquired what activity there had been in Keyworth. Julie responded that there had been some liaison with carers’ groups, and that leaflets had been made available at the library and health centre.

· Cllr Kemmer queried the balance between promotion and capacity.

· Cllr Erwin pointed out that Keyworth already had a community advisory service and also a very active community concern organisation; is there not some danger of duplication of effort?
· Cllr Kemmer suggested that First Contact should be regarded as a complementary, second tier service.
· Julie suggested that it was important that people were aware of all services going on in the community; the more information is out there, the more people might pick up on it.

· Borough Cllr Boote enquired regarding the current status of the Warm Front scheme; had it been suspended? Julie and Linda responded that, as far as they were aware, it had not; referrals to Healthy Housing normally involve a 3/4 week delay prior  to contact.
· Cllr Kemmer enquired what the Parish Council could do. Julie & Linda responded:  make people aware, and to promote the scheme – Linda the first point of contact.
Cllr Kemmer thanked Julie and Linda for their presentation.
The meeting was reconvened

08/7746
Community Liaison Report

c) Youth Issues/Youth Club Proposals

· Clr Kemmer drew attention to an article in the Nottingham Evening Post, in which Linda Ritson, Youth Worker, was quoted as saying that “the Parish Council will run the drop-in centre”.

· Cllr Mrs Boote assured Cllr Kemmer that this was not what was said at the last Youth Issues meeting.

· Cllr Sam Boote, who had also attended the meeting, commented that it had been noted that the Parish Council could not do it, and agreed that enquiries should be made as to whether anyone else would be interested in taking it on; no one had come forward as yet, but a few ideas had been put into people’s heads.  

· Cllr Kemmer commented that this situation needed to be sorted out;  it was not sufficient to simply rely on volunteers.

· Cllr Carr  enquired whether it was not possible to approach South Wolds school, to see whether any parents would be interested in helping out.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that the Parish Council should consider taking the lead, and putting up the council tax to pay for it.  

· The difference between Youth Groups north and south of the river was discussed; Cllr Edwards wondered whether enquiries could be made of Youth Groups north of the river, to see how they manage.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey informed Cllr Edwards that she had been a volunteer at a Youth Group in north Nottingham, and there had been 2/3 volunteers along with a leader.  

· Cllr Erwin proposed that the Council should vote in principle on the idea of it providing funding of up to £20k per annum, for someone to run the Youth Centre as many nights as possible; the cost of the exercise to be raised via the precept.

· Cllr Erwin’s proposal was APPROVED in principle.

· Cllr Kemmer undertook to invite Linda Ritson to the next Community Liaison Meeting.

d) Police Liaison/Inspector Jeff Haywood Visit – 14.1.08.

Cllr Kemmer requested that questions for Inspector Haywood be emailed to the Clerk before Christmas.

e) Events.

Cllr Mrs Chmara mentioned the annual event at the Bowls Club, and undertook to keep everyone informed.

08/7747
Damage to Village Hall – Review of Procedures

· Cllr Grice reported that there had been damage to the Village Hall after a teenage party, overseen by parents, had got out of hand on 1.12.07; the cost of repairs would probably be in the region of £1k; compensation was being sought from the parents.
· Cllr Grice added that the Village Hall advisory committee had met to discuss the situation, and was now proposing that: for parties for 16 to 21 year olds, a cheque for £750 should be held as a surety, to be returned if the premises were left in good order; for adult parties, the cheque should be for £150.
· A discussion ensued as to whether the relevant cheques should be presented for payment. The Clerk suggested that they should, but Cllr Evans commented that this would mean that no one could hire the facilities if they did not have [in the case of a 16 – 21 year old’s party] £750 in their bank account. The Clerk acknowledged that the Council could at least sue on a cheque which had bounced.
· After due discussion, the Village Hall advisory committee’s proposals were APPROVED for the time being, subject to the proviso that the committee should report back within three months, having given the matter further consideration.
· Cllr Kemmer thanked Cllr Grice for the time and trouble he had taken over this situation.
08/7747
Village Plan

· Cllr Kemmer reported that:

· The steering group was meeting frequently; there would be seven themes to work on.

· A letter would be sent out in January to all people who had volunteered, to establish what groups they would want to be involved in; meeting could be 14.1.08, but not definite yet.

· Questionnaire to be sent out to all residents of the village.

08/7749
Farmers’ Market Proposal

· Cllr Grant thanked people who attended the meeting regarding the proposed farmers’ market. He added that he now had all the information he needed, but would not have time to do any more until after Christmas.
· Cllr Kemmer requested that Cllr Grant write information down for him, no more than 100 words,  so that he could put details in the January newsletter.
08/7750
Questions from Residents

There were no questions.

08/7751
Questions from Borough/County Councillors

Borough Cllr Sam Boote had submitted his customary report.
08/7752
Parish Council/Borough Council Meeting – 11.12.07

· The Clerk reported that some sixteen people had indicated that they were likely to attend.
· County Councillor Cottee had offered that a room could be made available at Platt Lane if required, but it was AGREED that the meeting should take place in the Feignies Room.
· Cllr Kemmer commented that there was no agenda for the meeting; Borough Cllr Sam Boote undertook to look into this.
08/7753
Outside bodies/Local Organisations – Questions for Council 

Representative

There were no questions.
08/7754
Correspondence

See Appendix 2 for full list of correspondence
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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