DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING IN THE FEIGNIES ROOM ON MONDAY, 19 JANUARY 2009 AT 7.00PM
_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:    Chairman:                 Cllr Kemmer.

Councillors:               Mrs Abbey, Barton, Erwin, Grice.   

IN ATTENDANCE:                         Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Cllr Mrs Oakley.
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:               None.
09/6894
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Price.

09/6895           Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
09/6896
Nottingham Road Play Area
· The Clerk handed out copies of the following items:

· Letter of consent per Notts County Council.
· Re-addressed quotation [previously accepted by the Borough Council].
· All three quotations obtained by the Borough Council [also circulated prior to the previous meeting].

· Final draft of the agreement [also circulated prior to the meeting].
· The Clerk commented as follows:

· No mention of maximum age thirteen in the letter of consent – AGREED that this was not an issue from the Parish Council’s point of view [the County Council had previously agreed to maximum age eleven].

· Plans and specifications ultimately needed to be appended to the agreement – these were not available at present, but the Parish Council’s solicitor did not see this as a problem in the short term.
· Amount of grant confirmed at £43,345 – the quotation accepted by the Borough Council [the cheapest of the three] was for £45,495 [excluding VAT], and there would accordingly be a deficit of £2,150 which would be covered by the £5,000 already set aside for this purpose.
· VAT £6824 – the Clerk referred the committee to the new guidelines discussed at the meeting on 8.12.08 and reiterated, as discussed at the meeting on 5.1.09, that, in his view, there was a possibility that the Parish Council might not be able to claim back the VAT.

· Cllr Kemmer invited committee members to comment.
· Cllr Erwin stated that, in his view, it should still be possible to negotiate a better price than the £45,495 quoted.

· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that this idea had been discussed and discounted at the meeting on 8.12.08.
· The Clerk expressed concern that hard bargaining at this late stage might jeopardise the whole deal.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that:

· The Clerk should enquire whether the contractor might consider reducing the £45,495 quoted.

· The £45,495 quotation should be ACCEPTED in the absence of any reduction.

· The risk, if any, in respect of VAT should be ACCEPTED.

· The Clerk should sign the agreement on the Parish Council’s behalf.

· With or without a reduction in the amount quoted, the Clerk should, subject to the Borough Council also signing the agreement, place the order.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 
at approximately 7.15pm.
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