DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 9 MARCH AT 7.30PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:


Chairman: Cllr Kemmer.

Parish Councillors: Mrs Abbey,  Barton, Mrs Boote (Borough & Parish), Mrs Chmara, Edwards, Ms Elsom, Erwin, Mrs Cane, Grant, Heeley, Kemp,

Roos and Mrs Price

Other Councillors:  Borough Cllr Sam Boote.

Staff: Neil Grocock (Clerk); Doreen Orr (Secretary).

Members of Public: Six including John Dring (Chairman of KPFA).
09/7891
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Grice and Mrs Oakley, and County/Borough Cllr Cottee. 
09/7892
Fire Precautions

The Clerk had handed out a copy of the emergency evacuation plan and a fire precautions fact sheet to all Council members; he stressed that it was especially important to be mindful of this information when acting as a keyholder for meetings.
09/7893
Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Kemmer and Mrs Chmara declared an interest in agenda item 09/7897 and signed the interests book.

AGREED that item 9 on the agenda should be brought forward.
09/7899
Playing Fields Covenant

· Cllr Kemmer summarised the situation as follows:

· Cricket and football clubs wish to use the playing field on Sundays, primarily for youth teams, and in the mornings.

· Emphasis on youth leads the Parish Council to think that the idea may be worthy of support.
· In the recent Village Plan survey, some 1200 people expressed a view on this issue; 830 were in favour of removing the covenant, with a 50/50 split amongst the twenty-five people who made written comments.

· Cllr Kemmer and John Dring [KPFA] had met with the Parochial Church Council which had not expressed a collective view on the matter, but had emphasised that it would want residents to be consulted.

· Letters had been sent to residents likely to be affected on Ashley Road, Nottingham Road, Elm Avenue and Selby Lane.

· Thirteen responses had been received, including six from residents of Ashley Road who were against the idea on the following grounds: 

Danger from cricket balls.

Noise – Sunday currently the one quiet day.

Organised sport would restrict casual ball games, use by dog walkers etc.
· Residents of Elm Avenue and Nottingham Road were in favour of lifting the covenant, but had concerns about car parking.

· Proposals had been circulated to Council members prior to the meeting; for the benefit of others present, Cllr Kemmer summarised them as follows:
· Parish Council to commence legal proceedings for the removal of the covenant subject to suitable restrictions being written into the Parish Council/KPFA lease; legal costs to be split 50/50 between the Parish Council and the KPFA.
· Hours for Sunday sport to be negotiated with the KPFA.

· The Council’s Village Hall advisory committee to consider the question of sale of alcohol on the premises on Sundays.

· Cllr Kemmer stressed that the following issues would be discussed with the KPFA:

· Possible ‘sport free’ Sundays (say one in four).

· Restricted hours for sport on Sundays.

· Measures to reduce danger from cricket balls.
· Supervision of juniors.

· One year trial period.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that, whilst the views of the Ashley Road residents needed to be taken into account, the majority of people in the village wanted the covenant lifted, and the Council should not continue with an overall ban on Sunday sport.

· Cllr Ms Elsom expressed concern on behalf of children who like to play casual ball games on the field, rather than in the streets.
· Cllr Mrs Price pointed out that dog walkers are already asked to leave at Saturday cricket matches, and expressed concern that demand for Sunday sport might grow in years to come.
· Cllr Kemp suggested that the issue was a question of balance, and that there needed to be adequate space for dog walking and casual ball games.

· Cllr Mrs Boote suggested that there needed to be very strict time limits on Sunday sport.
· Cllr Heeley suggested that the public should be allowed to use the field as it wishes, and that there were other fields on which organised sports could take place.

· Cllr Barton agreed that there were other fields which might be used for organised sport, and suggested that the Council should seriously explore the possibility of finding such land.
· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that there was also a demand in the Village Plan survey for a park or recreational area, and suggested that the playing field, with its central location, was ideal for this purpose whilst organised sport could take place on the periphery of the village.
· Cllr Mrs Chmara expressed concern regarding noise made by supporters at games.

The meeting was suspended so that John Dring and residents could comment

· John Dring [KPFA] commented as follows:

· Enormous strain on Platt Lane.

· Sunday cricket on the playing field would be mainly U12 games: around eight per year; junior cricketers would not be capable of hitting balls into gardens of Ashley Road properties.

· The Sunday X1 would ideally like to play maybe four games (2pm to 7.30pm) per year on the playing field.

· KPFA recognises that the needs of the clubs must be balanced against the overall needs of the community.

· KPFA looking into the viability of protective fencing, but there were financial and aesthetic implications to consider.

· Sunday football would be 10am until noon.

.

· Mr Wilkins (Ashley Road resident) pointed out that senior cricket already made it difficult for residents of Ashley Road to sit in their gardens on Saturdays, and that his main concern was senior cricket on Sundays.
· Mrs Lines (Ashley Road) stated that there was already precious little time for peace and quiet, and also mentioned the “incredible noise” from cars parked on the turning circle near the Centenary Lounge.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED unanimously, save for one abstention, that the Parish Council should takes steps to have the covenant removed provided suitable alternative restrictions have been written into the lease in the meantime.

· The Council also voted on the proposal that, subject to suitable restrictions, organised sport should be allowed on Sundays on a trial basis for one year; there were six votes in favour and six against, but the proposal was ADOPTED by virtue of Cllr Kemmer, as chairman,  exercising his casting vote in favour.
· It was AGREED that Cllrs Kemmer, Erwin and Grant should enter into discussions with the KPFA regarding restrictions to be imposed, subject to final approval by the Council; residents to be kept informed.
The meeting was reconvened, and five residents left at this point
09/7894
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 19 January 2009 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Kemmer as a true record.

09/7895
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
09/7896
Council Vacancy

· Details of all five applicants for the outstanding vacancy had been circulated prior to the meeting; all candidates had been interviewed by a panel comprising Cllrs Kemmer, Grice & Mrs Abbey.
· AGREED that Neil Pinder should be co-pted with effect from the Annual Parish meeting on 11.5.09.
09/7897
Finance

a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements

A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED; see Appendix.
b) Finance & General Purposes Minutes dated 19.1.09

Cllr Kemmer moved the adoption of the report dated 19.1.09; seconded by Cllr Erwin.  The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
c) Finance & General Purposes Minutes dated 23.2.09

Cllr Kemmer moved the adoption of the report dated 23.2.09; seconded by
Cllr Barton.  The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

09/7898
Planning

a)
Minutes dated 9.2.09
Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 9.2.09; seconded by Cllr Barton.  The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED. 

b) Minutes dated 2.3.09
Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 2.3.09; seconded by Cllr Kemp. The report was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED subject to an amendment in the minutes re 16 The Square.
09/7900
Village Plan

· The meeting on the Village Plan had been successful – about 150 residents came to discuss the proposed plan.
· Cllrs Kemmer and Grice would meet with Carola Jones to discuss what will happen regarding implementation after the Plan is published in July. They will report back.
09/7901
Annual Parish Meeting

· The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled for 27 April. Cllr Kemmer commented that other Councils had brought in outside speakers.
· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that Keyworth Parish Council had done likewise  in the past.
· Cllr Barton felt that an Annual Parish Meeting was for residents to enquire of the Council what they are doing on their behalf.
· At its meeting on 11.3.09, the Community Liaison advisory committee will put together a format.
Cllr Heeley left the meeting at this point
09/7902
Meetings 2009/10

The Clerk had handed out a list of meeting dates for the coming Council year; he stressed that Councillors should let the office know well in advance if possible if they cannot attend any meetings.
09/7903
Questions:

a) For Advisory Committees

Amenities 
Play Area – Cllr Mrs Price reported that work should be finished in two weeks’ time; a formal opening ceremony, possibly in May, could be arranged;  who could open it?  This to be discussed at the next Amenities meeting.
The Village dance was very successful and self-financing; residents would like to have another one in the summer. Cllr Mrs Price suggested that the Community Liaison committee could organise a summer dance and Amenities committee would organise the winter dance again.

Burial Ground 

Cllr Kemp reported that the next section is ready for use, and will be required in about eighteen months’ time. Work has started on the entrance. Next issue is to make the car park usable.  Animals are coming in the field on a regular basis; there is a need for a better fence.

Village Hall 

Cllr Mrs Chmara reported that the carpet in the Centenary Lounge is still under discussion.

Community Liaison

The Clerk queried the fact that there were no photographs of the three recently appointed Councillors [Cllrs Kemp, Mrs Elsom & Mrs Cane] on the Council website.
b) For Representatives on Outside Bodies

Keyworth Meadow 

Cllr Mrs Abbey reported that Ken Jackson had resigned as manager, but he was willing to carry on with administration work. He had spoken to Neil Pinder prior to the meeting, and he would be willing to take on the role as manager.  The Council had no objection to this. 
c) For Borough/County Councillors

· Borough Cllr Sam and Borough/Parish Cllr Debbie Boote had circulated their report prior to the meeting.
· Cllr Sam Boote added that he had received a complaint about dog fouling in the Mount Pleasant area; he investigated and found 34 instances of dog fouling and 95 pieces of litter in the area; there was a dog bin near, but this was not being used. This had been reported to the appropriate departments.
d) From Residents
There were no residents present at this stage.

09/7904
Correspondence 

· A letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council regarding The Greening Campaign: helping households reduce their CO2 emissions. The Clerk asked if any Councillors would be interested in attending one of the meetings – 23 or 24 March.  Cllr Mrs Boote would be interested.
· Note from Paul Phillips, Environmental Sustainability Office, Rushcliffe Borough Council informing the Council that they are thinking of developing a project to support parishes with carbon footprinting. Cllr Kemmer to obtain more details.
· Email from resident regarding “the disgraceful side of Keyworth”, together with photographs. Borough Cllrs Sam and Debbie Boote will look at the situation and report to Spirita.
· Cllr Kemmer reported that, in response to his letter complaining about the state of the garages at the back of the Parade, a representative of the landlord had telephoned to say that someone would take a look at the site.
· Email re dog fouling – see 09/7903c above.

09/7905
Chairman’s Closing Remarks
This was the last Full Council meeting at which Cllr Kemmer would be Chairman – he thanked everyone for their help during his two years of office and would like to think that the progress which has been made will continue.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12pm
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