DRAFT


MINUTES OF THE KEYWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD INPRIVATE 
 THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 27 APRIL 2009 AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT:          
 Chairman:     
   Cllr Kemmer

           Parish Councillors:
   Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote, (Borough/Parish), 






   Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara,  Erwin, Grant, 






   Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Mrs Price, Roos.



            Other Councillors:  
   Sam Boote (Borough); John Cottee (Borough/County). 

IN ATTENDANCE:


   Neil Grocock (Clerk); Doreen Orr (Secretary).

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:

  4

1 Chairman’s Welcome/Apologies

Cllr Kemmer welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies were received from Cllrs Grice, Kemp and Ms Elsom.

2 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 April 2008 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
3 Chairman’s Report on Parish Council Activities during the previous 12 months. 

Cllr Kemmer reported that this had been his second year as chairman, and it was a year that had seen activities on a number of fronts:

· The Council has spent a lot of time improving the appearance of the village - last year, Cllr David Roos talked about Village in Bloom and his efforts were so successful that the village was awarded a bronze certificate by the judges – the Amenities committee, led by Cllr Mrs Janice Price, organised our second set of Christmas lights and, for the first time, hanging flower baskets around the village.

· The Council continued working on the Village Hall complex.  Cllr Tony Grice and his Village Hall committee had arranged new flooring in the corridors, new lights in the hall and a hearing loop; all of this was put to good use at a very successful village dance in January, organized by Cllrs Mike Erwin and Ms Jodie Elsom.

· The Council has spent a lot of time thinking about the needs of young people – there has been an amazing transformation of the Nottingham Road play area, for which we received a grant from the Borough; residents will also be aware of the work being done to enable young cricketers and footballers to use the Rectory playing fields on Sundays.

· This year has seen, as usual, a huge number of planning applications, each of which has to be considered in detail by the Planning Committee – many thanks to Cllr Mrs Linda Abbey and her team for their tireless efforts. 

· The third area of the Burial Ground has now been cleared, and a new parking area is a possibility.

· We continue to try to improve communication both in the monthly newsletter and via the web site which gets more and more popular, thanks to Cllr Tim Heeley. [Cllr Heeley mentioned that 500 people visit the web site each month.]

· Sterling work done by all those people working on the Village Plan.  This was initiated some 18 months ago by the Council, and will soon be coming to fruition; the Council is now talking to the Village Plan Steering Group about the ongoing management of the plan once it has been published.  [Cllr Barton mentioned that a Village Design Statement Group was formed at a meeting on 14 April to deal with future planning in the village.]

· Thanks to all Councillors for all the work they do; it is not an easy ride and can be very frustrating at times; it is also entirely unpaid.  Thanks also to  Neil Grocock, the Clerk to the Council, and his team for keeping things running so efficiently during the year.

· Borough Cllr Sam Boote, on behalf of councillors and residents, thanked the Chairman for his work as Chairman of the Council during the last two years.

4 Questions from Residents

· Mr Oakley voiced concern regarding the state of the former British Legion building, pointing out that it was in a very prominent position in the village; he suggested that there seemed to be some confusion as to whose responsibility this was, and wondered whether there might be some way of resolving the problem, perhaps by involving English Heritage.  
· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that this was a matter which was between the owner of the property and the Borough Council; she had already written to the owner pointing out that it was not within the remit of the Parish Council.
· Borough/County Cllr Cottee commented that the original plans had been passed, but that the owner was now wanting to make changes.
· Borough Cllr Sam Boote explained that the owner wanted to dismantle the rendering and match up with bricks; he undertook to talk to the Borough planners to see if there might be any way of moving the situation forward.  
· Mr Oakley wondered whether the property might qualify as a listed building.
· Cllr Barton suggested that this was doubtful, although the building was on the corner of the conservation area, and was, as such, part of the scene.
· Cllr Kemmer undertook to liaise with Cllr Mrs Abbey about this.
· A resident mentioned the state of the Co-op building on Main Street; she hoped it would be kept in keeping with the Conservation Area if a new vendor takes over.  
· Mr Oakley wondered if there were any plans to do away with the leisure centre.
· Cllr Kemmer pointed out that the situation was being watched very closely by the Friends of Keyworth Leisure Centre; he added that “use it or lose it” was the approach which needed to be adopted by residents.
· Cllr Mrs Chmara agreed that, if the centre is not used, there is nothing the Parish Council can do; more people spending money there is what is required.  
· Borough Cllr Boote mentioned three factors which might have a bearing on this: long term plans to reduce the number of leisure centres in Rushcliffe from six to three; changes in management at Parkwood Leisure; the situation at East Leake.
· A resident thanked Cllr Kemmer and all the Councillors for their hard work on behalf of the residents during the year.
5     Close

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting 7.55pm
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