DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD INPRIVATE 
 THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON THURSDAY, 30 APRIL 2009 

AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT:          

Chairman:     
  Cllr Kemmer

           Parish Councillors:
  Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote (Borough/Parish), 






  Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Erwin, Grant, 






  Grice, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Oakley, Mrs Price, Roos.



            Other Councillors:  
   Sam Boote (Borough); John Cottee (Borough/County). 

IN ATTENDANCE:


   Neil Grocock (Clerk); Doreen Orr (Secretary);




  
   Trevor Dobson (Village Plan Steering Group);






   PC Emma Thacker; Stephen Lennard (KPFA).
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting at short notice.
09/7906
Apologies
Apologies were received from Borough Cllr Evans and Neil Pinder.
9/7907 
Declarations of Interest. 
There were no declarations of interest.

09/7908
Week of Action/Discussion
· Cllr Grice reported that he and other Parish Councillors [Cllrs Mrs Boote & Mrs Chmara] had attended a routine Police Local Area Group meeting at which Inspector Jeff Haywood had outlined proposals for a Week of Action [WoA] during the week commencing 13.7.09; the Parish Council had received no prior notice of these proposals, hence the urgency and the need to call an extraordinary meeting. 

· Cllr Grice explained that the WoA would attract funding of £30k, of which £15k would be spent on Smartwater – the forensic coding system for household possessions; the other £15k could be spent on projects in the village.  
· Cllr Grice pointed out that the WoA would go ahead with or without the involvement of the Parish Council, and that a decision was required as to whether or not the Council should participate.

· Cllr Mrs Chmara had taken notes at the meeting, from which she quoted as follows:
· A Week of Action [WoA] is a period of concentrated, intensive activity to address identified concerns that local people have raised about the area in which they live; the aim is “to reduce crime and disorder and make people feel better about the areas in which they live.”
· Whilst, officially, the WoA will start on the Monday following the Keyworth Show on 11.7.09, the Police and Fire and Rescue Services will participate in the Show.   
· A Local Delivery Tasking Group (LDTG) decides where the WoA will be concentrated and Keyworth was selected for three reasons: 1) the area has not yet had a WoA; 2) there has been an increase in the number of incidents reported to the police in recent months; 3) the week would have greater impact in Keyworth than in an area that has already had a WoA.
· The ethos of a WoA is sustainability: improving the quality of life in the local area, and maintaining this for the future.  
· Weeks of Action are an opportunity for local people to: participate in bringing about visible change; take advantage of the different services whose input can help bring about that change. 
· During the WoA, different agencies will work in partnership with the community to achieve those goals that have been identified.  For example, if people raise the need for information/action to help reduce the chances of becoming a victim of crime in the local area, the agencies involved in addressing this could include, among others: Nottinghamshire Police, Rushcliffe Borough Council, Keyworth Parish Council, Crimestoppers, Neighbourhood Watch.
· Whilst Weeks of Action are a Nottinghamshire County Council initiative, with funding coming from a ‘community pot’, the programme comes under Rushcliffe Borough Council’s ‘Community Safety Projects’.
· The remaining £15k funding not earmarked for Smartwater is available for sustainable improvements to the local area and must meet the following criteria: ‘additionality’ [work or developments not in scheduled budgets and would not otherwise happen in the short or medium term]; high impact [work which would make a significant difference to the physical appearance of the WoA area]; community priority – work which would resolve problems identified by the community in advance of the WoA.

·  Local people have to be responsible for: deciding on what needs to be addressed; applying for funding; working in partnership to achieve the aims that have been identified.
· Cllr Mrs Chmara added that she and Cllr Mrs Boote would be attending a meeting at the Civic Centre on 6.5.09, at which more details would be provided; she pointed out that, in the meantime, information regarding Weeks of Action which had already taken place at Radcliffe-on-Trent and Cotgrave could be found online [the Clerk had already circulated the links for the Radcliffe-on-Trent WoA]. 
· Cllr Barton suggested that the results of the Village Plan survey would be pertinent; Cllr Grice pointed out that members of the Village Plan steering group would be attending the meeting on 6.5.09.  
· Cllr Mrs Boote reiterated that, regardless of whether the Parish Council was in favour or not, the WoA would still go ahead.
· Cllr Kemmer suggested that the Council ‘must make a go of it’.
· Cllr Heeley stated that he had reservations regarding the tight time limit, the lack of prior consultation, and the assumption that crime was the main issue which needed to be dealt with; he suggested that the initiative seemed more in keeping with someone achieving his or her objectives than addressing the real needs of the community.

· Cllr Barton queried why the initial briefing had been led by the police.
· Cllr Grant suggested that this was an opportunity that should not be missed: crime does occur; the Council needs to work with other organisations.
· Cllr Mrs Abbey commented that she could identify with Cllr Heeley’s point of view: two months is not long enough to make preparations; she added, however, that the Council ought to take advantage of money on offer.
· Cllr Mrs Oakley stated that, in her view, the Council should be willing to participate.
· Cllr Erwin expressed similar concerns to Cllr Heeley.
· Borough Cllr Sam Boote stated that he would be attending the meeting on 6.5.09; as he understood it, the idea of the meeting was to: bring together local representatives from other agencies; establish about four priorities; focus on specific geographic areas of Keyworth.  

· County/Borough Cllr Cottee confirmed that he too would be attending the meeting on 6.5.09; he added that Keyworth crime figures are going up whilst overall Rushcliffe figures were going down.
· Cllr Mrs Price suggested that the Parish Council seemed to be assuming that it would be responsible for carrying out all the work, but that this was not necessarily true; some of the ideas she had come up with were:
· Brightening up bus shelters.
· Resolving the graffiti problem at the skatepark.

· A pensioners’ evening at which Rushcliffe agencies could answer questions.
· Neighbourhood watch.
· Going into schools to talk about alcohol.
· Promoting youth clubs.
· Security cameras.

· Cllr Roos stated that he would welcome cutting ‘red tape’, and would prefer to ask agencies to help achieve some of the things suggested by the Village Plan.
· Cllr Kemmer cautioned against high expectations: on the other hand, there were a lot of small things which could be done. 

· Cllr Grant suggested that concentrating on just one or two projects was the best idea.
· On conclusion of the discussion, a vote was taken, and it was AGREED [ten in favour; five abstentions] that:

· The Parish Council should participate in the WoA.

· Cllrs Mrs Chmara and Mrs Boote should represent the Parish Council at the meeting on 6.5.09.

· The way forward should be discussed at an informal meeting on the evening of 6.5.09, after the meeting at the Civic Centre.
· Cllr Kemmer thanked everyone for their input.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting 8.25pm
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