DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 11 MAY 2009 AT 7.30PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Outgoing Chairman:
Cllr Kemmer.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote (Borough & Parish), Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Erwin, Grice, Mrs Cane, Grant, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Oakley, Roos, Pinder and Mrs Price.
Other Councillors:  
Borough Cllr Sam Boote.
KPFA:


Stephen Lennard. 

Staff: 


Neil Grocock (Clerk); Barbara Garthwaite.

Members of Public:    None.



10/7909
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Barton, Cllr Erwin [late arrival] and Doreen Orr [Secretary].
10/7910
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Mrs Chmara declared an interest in item 10/7924a [reimbursements] and signed the interests book.
10/7911
Election of Council Chairman
Cllr Grice was proposed, seconded and ELECTED as Council chairman for 2009/10; there were no other nominations.

Cllr Erwin joined the meeting at this stage.
10/7912
Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Grice completed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman, and handed it to the Clerk.

Cllr Grice took the chair.
10/7913
New Member – Declaration of Acceptance of Office
· Cllr Grice welcomed Cllr Pinder to his first meeting.
· Cllr Pinder completed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
10/7914
Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Mrs Chmara was proposed, seconded and ELECTED as Council vice chairman for 2009/10; there were no other nominations.

10/7915
Appointment of Committees/Sub Committees
a) Terms of Reference for Proposed New Committee

· Draft terms of reference for a proposed new standing committee, the Village Development Liaison committee, had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· Cllr Grice invited Cllr Kemmer to explain the rationale for the proposed committee.

· Cllr Kemmer explained that: work on the Village Plan was continuing, and it was hoped that it would be published in time for the Keyworth Show; further discussions would take place, after publication, on how the plan should be implemented; whilst the Parish Council would no doubt have a critical role to play in the implementation of the plan, many of its recommendations would fall outside the remit of the Parish Council, and it would accordingly be necessary for a separate body, provisionally named the Village Development Group, to keep an overall eye on the situation; the main purpose of the proposed committee would be to liaise with the Village Development Group and act as a ‘filter’: examining proposals, deciding which proposals to take forward, and referring proposals to Full Council as appropriate; it would also help formulate a rolling five-year plan, and would have a modest budget to cover running costs and expenses; the committee would comprise four Parish Council members and three [non-voting] members of the Village Development Group.
· Cllr Roos queried whether the committee would be able to finance projects recommended by the plan, and whether it would be responsible for outside fundraising.
· Cllr Kemmer confirmed that the committee would not have discretion to finance projects recommended by the plan; Cllr Grice added that it would be for the Village Development Group to raise outside funding.

· Cllr Heeley enquired whether the committee would be expected to liaise with other service providers.

· Cllr Grice replied that, whilst this would normally be the function of the Village Development Group, the committee &/or the Parish Council would often be able to point it in the right direction.

· The terms of reference were APPROVED – See Appendix 1.

b) Committees 2009/10

· A draft schedule of committees for 2009/10, including the proposed Village Development Liaison committee, had been circulated prior to the meeting
· Cllr Grice drew attention to: reduced numbers on the Amenities advisory committee; Cllr Pinder’s membership of the Amenities and Burial Ground advisory committees; no Community Liaison advisory committee in future.
· Cllr Heeley queried whether, in the absence of a Community Liaison advisory committee, police liaison would continue.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that he and Cllr Mrs Boote attended the regular Police Local Area Group meetings; it was AGREED that this should be recorded in the schedule of representatives on outside bodies [see 10/7916 below].

· The schedule of committees was APPROVED – see Appendix 2.
10/7916
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
· A draft schedule of representatives on outside bodies had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that, following the resignation of Cllr Edwards, there was a vacancy on the Ultrawheelz Management Group; there were no volunteers; Cllr Grice undertook to ask Cllr Barton whether he would be happy continue as the Council’s sole representative.

· Cllr Roos pointed out that he and Cllrs Mrs Boote, Mrs Price and Heeley were members of the Village in Bloom Community Group, and it was AGREED that this should be added to the schedule.
· Cllr Pinder reported that he represented the Nature Reserve Management Group on the Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy Implementation Group, and it was AGREED that this should also be added to the schedule.
· The schedule was APPROVED subject to the amendments outlined above – see Appendix 3. 

10/7917
Schedule of Deeds
A schedule of the deeds and documents relating to the Parish Council’s properties in Keyworth, circulated prior to the meeting, was NOTED – see Appendix 4.
10/7918
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings
a) Meeting  9.3.09
The minutes of the Full Council meeting on 9.3.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.

b) Extraordinary Meeting 30.4.09
The minutes of the extraordinary Full Council meeting on 30.4.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.

10/7919
Matters Arising
· [09/7899 9.3.09] Cllr Kemmer reported in respect of the playing fields covenant that he and Cllrs Erwin and Heeley had met with the football and cricket clubs and the KPFA, and worked out what was felt to be a reasonable compromise:

· Sunday football during winter months: juniors only; mornings only; generally alternate Sundays.

· Sunday cricket during summer months: alternate afternoons.

Cllr Kemmer added that he was in the process of putting together a paper outlining these proposals in detail for consideration at the Full Council meeting on 1.6.09; soundings would be taken from the church and affected residents in the meantime; the initial proposal would be to suspend the covenant for  a trial period of one year.

In response to a query from Cllr Roos, Cllr Kemmer agreed that the church might have reservations regarding the removal of the covenant and the consequent loss of control, but he hoped that the one-year trial period would allay any concerns it might have in this respect.
· [09/7908 30.4.09] Cllr Grice updated the Council on developments in respect of the proposed Week of Action [WoA]: several Parish Councillors had attended a meeting at the Civic Centre, and an ‘end of’ event had been suggested; Cllr Grice invited all members to submit their ideas for consideration; he added that, if members felt that nothing should be done along these lines, they should say so, but that a decision would need to be made one way or the other.
Cllrs Grant suggested a barbecue; Cllr Mrs Oakley suggested a musical event.

Cllr Heeley commented on the perceived difference between the North and South Wards, and the impact which this seemed to have had on the thinking behind the WoA.

10/7920
Correspondence
The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:
· Letter from owner of 2 Bunny Lane – Cllr Grice reported that he was awaiting contact from the owner who wanted to discuss the situation with him.
The meeting was adjourned so that Borough Cllr Sam Boote could comment.
· Cllr Boote updated the Council on his findings to date, and undertook to continue making enquiries.

The meeting was reconvened.
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Review of Parking – Cllr Kemmer confirmed that this issue was being looked at by the Village Plan steering group.
Cllr Mrs Boote mentioned a residents’ on-street parking zones review; the Clerk reported that no correspondence had been received in respect of this.

· Email from PC Emma Thacker reporting that the person responsible for vandalising the security lights at the Village Hall had been identified and cautioned.

10/7921
Schedule of Meetings 2009/10
· A schedule of meetings, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED.

· The Clerk pointed out that the only change from the schedule considered at the meeting on 9.3.09 was the addition of a meeting of the new Village Development Liaison committee on 28.9.09 – see Appendix 5.
10/7922
Regulations

a) Review of Standing Orders
Revised standing orders, incorporating an amendment to standing order 43, were APPROVED, having been circulated prior to the meeting – see Appendix 6a.
b) Code of Conduct

The Clerk handed out copies of the code of conduct, already adopted by the Council, and asked members to sign an acknowledgment.
c) Review of Financial Regulations

Revised financial regulations, incorporating an amendment to regulation 16.1, were APPROVED, having been circulated prior to the meeting – see      Appendix 6b.
d) Review of Terms of Reference

· Revised terms of reference for the Finance & General Purposes committee, incorporating amendments to clauses 1b and 5l, were APPROVED, having been circulated prior to the meeting – see Appendix 6c.
· Cllr Grice asked advisory committees to study their current terms of reference, and to report back to Full Council at the meeting on 29.6.09 if they considered any changes to be necessary.
· Cllr Grice suggested that revised terms of reference should include a requirement for written notes to be produced within one week of any meeting; he also drew attention to Cllr Kemmer’s suggestion [F&GP 09/6924d 16.3.09] that committees should meet at least quarterly, but commented that, in his own view, advisory committees should only be obliged to meet as and when necessary.
10/7923
Events 2009/10
· Cllr Mrs Chmara drew attention to:
· 7.6.09 - Annual Parish Service, followed by reception in the Centenary Lounge.

· 11.7.09 - Keyworth Show.

· Bowls Club/Parish Council/KPFA bowls match – date to be advised.

· Cllr Erwin pointed out that volunteers were needed to help at the Keyworth Show, and asked any Council members willing to play a part to contact Howard Marshall, chairman of the show committee.

· Cllr Heeley queried whether the time had come to discontinue the Annual Parish Service.

· Cllr Grice responded that this year’s service was already arranged, and would go ahead as normal.

· Cllr Erwin agreed that the service should be discontinued, and suggested that it was inappropriate/an anachronism in a multi ethnic/increasingly secular society.
· Cllr Grice pointed out that no proposal to this effect was on the agenda, and that it would accordingly be necessary to discuss this matter at a later date if need be.
10/7924
Finance

a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements

A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix 7.
b) Accounts/Annual Return 2008/9

· A copy of the Council’s 2008/9 accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· Cllr Mrs Price queried why the full amount of the £10k Awards for All grant had not been shown as income.
· The Clerk explained that the part of the grant which had not yet been spent would be shown as income in the 2009/10 accounts if spent before the deadline; if it remained unspent, the Council would be obliged to return the money.
· Cllr Mrs Price queried why expenditure on floral displays was not shown as a separate item, as were Xmas lights and the Village Dance.
· The Clerk undertook to look into this but, in the meantime, assured Cllr Mrs Price that the cost of floral displays was included in the overall total of expenditure.
· The accounts were APPROVED and signed by the Clerk and Cllr Grice.
· In view of the query raised by Cllr Mrs Price, the Clerk offered to bring the accounts back to the meeting on 1.6.09, but Cllr Grice pointed out that they had been approved, and that there was accordingly no need to do so.
c) Finance & General Purposes Minutes dated 16.3.09
Cllr Grice moved the adoption of the report dated 16.3.09, and it was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

10/7925
Planning
a) Minutes dated 23.3.09
Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 23.3.09, and it was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

b) Minutes dated 20.4.09
Cllr Mrs Abbey moved the adoption of the report dated 20.4.09, and it was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

Cllr Kemmer enquired whether the Planning committee was aware of the work being done on the Village Design Statement; Cllr Kemp pointed out that this had been discussed at the meeting on 20.4.09 [09/1856].
10/7926
Council Vacancy/Co-option Procedure
· The Clerk reported that it would not be known until around 21.5.09 whether the Council would be in a position to co-opt a replacement for Cllr Edwards, following his recent resignation.

· Cllr Kemmer had circulated proposals for changes in the procedures for co-options, the main change proposed being that the interview panel should not be obliged to interview all applicants if it did not see fit to do so.

· Cllr Erwin warned that the Council might be putting itself at risk by not interviewing all candidates for every vacancy, and by not offering a level playing field.

· Cllr Mrs Boote expressed concerns regarding equality and diversity.

· Cllr Grice suggested that this issue should be discussed again at the meeting on 29.6.09.

· The Clerk undertook to seek guidance from NALC in the meantime.

10/7927
Chairman’s Comments

· The chairman emphasised that all members should:
· Read briefing notes for all meetings.

· Submit apologies for meetings as soon as possible.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that apologies should be submitted to the office, not the chairman.

· The Clerk pointed out that the office needed to be aware of all absences in advance, so that it could keep track of whether meetings were likely to be quorate.
10/7928
Questions from Residents

There were no questions.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 
at approximately 8.35pm
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