DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 1 JUNE 2009 AT 7.30PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Chairman:

Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote [Borough & Parish], Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Erwin, Mrs Cane, Grant, Heeley, Kemmer, Kemp, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Mrs Price, Roos.
Other Councillors:  
Borough Cllr Sam Boote; Borough/County Cllr John Cottee.
Staff: 


Neil Grocock (Clerk); Barbara Garthwaite.

Also Present:             
John Dring & Stephen Lennard [KPFA]; Trevor Dobson 



[Village Plan Steering Group]; Ken Jackson; Nic Seller.
Before the meeting proper, Cllr Grice presented a Certificate of Merit for Public Service to Ken Jackson.

Cllr Mrs Abbey paid tribute to Ken’s devoted service to the village, especially in respect of wildlife and environmental matters: as a former Parish Councillor and manager of Keyworth Meadow, he had played a significant part in both the administration and practical development of the Nature Reserve since the early/mid 1990s; the Parish Council’s acquisition of the land adjacent to the Burial Ground was a result of his foresight and negotiation skills; and his negotiations with the Diocesan Authority and local farmers had recently secured an important concessionary right of way.
Cllr Mrs Abbey added that, as chairman of the Nature Reserve Management group, she had always been well supported by Ken, and thanked him for his hard work and intuition.

Cllr Grice echoed Cllr Mrs Abbey’s comments, and thanked Ken on behalf of the Parish Council for his outstanding contribution.

Ken Jackson left the meeting at this point.
10/7929
Apologies

Apologies were received from Doreen Orr and Cllr Mrs Price [late arrival].
10/7930
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Kemp declared a [non-prejudicial] interest in item 10/7937 below, and signed the interests book.

10/7931
Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting on 11.5.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.
10/7932
Matters Arising
[10/7924b] The Clerk reported that the cost of floral displays was shown in the accounts under the heading of tourism; he conceded that this might seem to be a misnomer as far as Keyworth was concerned, but pointed out that many Councils do have tourism budgets in which the cost of floral displays would be included.
10/7933
Annual Return 2008/9
· Copies of the statement of accounts [section 1] and annual governance statement [section 2] had been circulated prior to the meeting, and were also available as handouts at the meeting.

· The annual return was duly APPROVED and signed by the Clerk and Cllr Grice.
AGREED that the following two items should be brought forward on the agenda.
10/7934
Questions

a) For Borough/County Councillors

There were no questions.
b) From Residents
There were no questions.

Cllr Mrs Price arrived at the meeting at this point.
10/7935
Correspondence

The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Off-Street Parking Consultation. 

· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Review of Car Parking 2009. 
· Copies of these letters had also been forwarded to Trevor Dobson [Village Plan Steering Group] who had already responded.

· The Clerk queried whether any additional response was required from the Parish Council.

· Cllr Grice asked members to email any comments to the Clerk so that a separate response could be formulated if need be.
The meeting was adjourned so that Borough Cllr Sam Boote could comment.

· Cllr  Boote informed the Council that he was a member of a sub-committee on parking – a new survey was being commissioned, and the sub-committee would notify the Parish Council of its findings.

The meeting was reconvened.
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Parish Planting & Landscaping Scheme 2009/10.
· Cllr Roos expressed an interest in this, and took away a copy of the letter for further consideration.

· Letter from Notts County Council re Civic Service  - 12.7.09.
· Cllrs Mrs Chmara and Mrs Oakley undertook to represent the Parish Council at the service.

· NALC Countywise Newsletter- April 2009.  

· ‘Grot Spot’ Report from Cllr Mrs Debbie Boote.
· Letter from Notts County Council re Building Better Communities Funding - Year 6.
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council enclosing Noise Nuisance Checklist.  

· Letter from Notts County Council re Building Better Communities Workshop – 16.6.09.
· Cllr Kemmer drew attention to this item, and stated that, in his view, it was important that the Parish Council should be represented at the workshop.

· Cllrs Grice and Mrs Chmara pointed out that they were unable to attend.

· Cllr Barton stated that he might be able to attend, but that he would need to confirm in due course.

· The Clerk pointed out that the deadline for booking a place had already been reached, and that Cllr Barton would, therefore, need to let him know as soon as possible if he wanted a place booked on his behalf.

· Email from ACRE [Action with Communities in Rural England] re Village SOS initiative.

· Cllr Mrs Oakley drew attention to this, and asked whether the Council should become involved.

· Cllr Grice commented that, at this stage, very little information was available.

One further item was discussed:

· Invitation to Big Picture Community Engagement Campaign Seminar – 15.6.09.

· The Clerk had already forwarded this on to Cllrs Grice and Mrs Chmara, but neither was able to attend.

· Cllr Mrs Boote undertook to represent the Parish Council.

10/7936
Playing Field Covenant
· Proposals from Cllr Kemmer had been circulated prior to the meeting, and were also available as handouts at the meeting; see appendix.
· Cllr Kemmer reiterated some of the points reported at the meeting on 11.5.09 [10/7919] and added that:
· The proposed concessions in respect of football [nineteen Sunday mornings during the season] would enable the club to expand its junior teams.
· The proposed concessions in respect of cricket [three senior First X1 games and nine friendly games on Sunday afternoons/evenings, but not mornings] would also benefit juniors.
· Cllr Kemmer reported that he had written, outlining the proposals, to residents of Elm Avenue and houses adjacent to the playing field on Ashley Road, Nottingham Road and Selby Lane [in response to a query from Cllr Mrs Price, the Clerk confirmed that twenty-two letters had been sent out in all]; four Ashley Road residents had responded, all to the effect that they were against the proposals; one Elm Avenue resident had responded, indicating that he was in favour; objections to the proposals were on grounds of:
· Noise.

· Danger from cricket balls [the KPFA had looked into the idea of a protective net, but this was considered impractical].

· Constraints on the use of the playing field on Sundays for other purposes [e.g. casual games]; Cllr Kemmer conceded that no survey had been carried out in this regard, but pointed out that, on a recent sunny Sunday afternoon, he had seen only four people on the cricket area.

· Cllr Kemmer added that he and John Dring [KPFA] had approached the Rev Jim Wellington with a view to establishing the likely attitude of the Parochial Church Council [PCC] to the proposals. Rev Wellington had suggested that the prevailing view was likely to be that the covenant should not be removed, but that it could be revised to allow some sport to take place on Sundays; the PCC would arrange an extraordinary meeting if the proposals were approved by the Parish Council; the idea of a one-year trial period was also likely to find favour, although this was all ultimately subject to approval by the Diocesan Authority.
· Cllr Kemmer commented that he had also discussed the situation with Stewart Pattinson [occupier of the Rectory] who strongly supported the idea of a one-year trial period, as did Cllr Kemmer himself.

· Cllr Erwin commented that he deplored the attitude of a very small number of people who were prepared to place their unsubstantiated views against the use of a field by members of the village for recreational activities; a wider majority was clearly in favour of wider use of the facilities for the benefit of the village as a whole.

· Cllr Mrs Price commented that casual ball games could potentially cause as much noise and disturbance as cricket matches which were not usually noisy affairs.
The meeting was adjourned so that residents and other non Council 

members could participate in the discussion.
· In response to a query from Cllr Grice, Nic Seller conceded that there had not been many instances of damage from cricket balls.

· John Dring [KPFA] stated that there had been only one recorded instance last season.

· Cllr Heeley pointed out that one of the letters from Ashley Road residents referred to a recent instance of a ball being found in a garden.

· Nic Seller queried whether dates of cricket matches would be moved around in the event of bad weather.

· John Dring [KPFA] explained that friendly games would not be rearranged.

· Cllr Pinder queried how a judgement would be made as to whether the one-year trial had been a success or failure.

· Cllr Kemmer commented that this was a very good point, and suggested that it might be necessary to conduct an all-village survey, albeit at some expense.

· Cllr Roos commented as follows:
· The land is leased to the playing fields association, and the emphasis should, therefore, be on ‘playing’.

· Traffic problems at Platt Lane might be alleviated. 

· Cllr Grant commented that:

· He did not feel that traffic problems would be alleviated at Platt Lane.

· The majority of Keyworth residents in favour of sport on Sundays were not the ones who would have to live with it.

· Cllr Grice queried whether the playing fields pre-dated the surrounding housing, or vice versa.

· Cllr Erwin responded that the playing fields were there first.

· Cllr Heeley commented that, whilst he had originally been against the proposals, he could now see potential benefits:
· More football for juniors, including girls.

· A beneficial impact on young lives, stimulating more sporting activity, and providing something meaningful to do.

· ‘Cricket on the village green’ with spectators, as well as players, enjoying the fresh air.

· Cllr Barton commented that:

· The demands from the KPFA appeared to have increased [Cllr Kemmer refuted this claim].
· The needs of others in the village ought to be considered, not just the football and cricket clubs.

· Sunday is only one day in seven.

· Clear parameters needed to be established for assessing the success or failure of any trial period.
· Cllr Roos suggested that an alternative area for dog walkers etc. should be established on the land adjacent to the Burial Ground.
· Cllr Heeley undertook to draw up a paper on how the trial period could be assessed.
The meeting was reconvened.
· The proposals put forward by Cllr Kemmer were APPROVED subject to approval by the Parochial Church Council and Diocesan Authority, and subject also to parameters being established for assessing the success or failure of the one-year trial period.
· It was AGREED that Cllr Kemmer should continue talks with the PCC.

· Cllr Kemmer queried whether the question of the sale of alcohol on Council premises should also be taken up with the PCC.

· The Clerk pointed out that the most recent letters to residents had made no mention of this issue, and that residents would surely expect to have been consulted.
· Cllr Barton pointed out that this was business which was not on the agenda. 

· Cllr Grice suggested that this issue should be considered separately at some time in the future.

10/7937
Village Plan - Process
· An update by Cllr Kemmer had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Cllr Kemmer reiterated that the formal Village Plan publication would be launched at the Keyworth Show, and that it would:
· Provide a picture of the village as it is now.

· Set out what villagers would like to see in the future.
· Include an insert outlining actions required, both large and small.

· Cllr Kemmer added that it might not be possible to furnish each household with a copy, but numerous copies would be made available around the village; the work of the steering group would finish following the launch, and Trevor Dobson would stand down as chairman; the new Village Development group would take matters forward, liaising with the Council’s new Village Development Liaison committee.

· Cllr Barton congratulated the steering group on its hard work in producing an impressive document.

· Cllrs Kemmer and Grice echoed Cllr Barton’s comments in this regard.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 
meeting at approximately 8.30pm
Appendix to Full Council minutes dated 1.6.09

Proposal for Sunday Sport in 2009/10

Following extensive discussions with the KPFA and the Football and Cricket clubs a programme has been devised for Sunday sport on the Keyworth playing fields which will hopefully be acceptable both to residents and the Church authorities as it makes ample provision for recreational activity.  It is proposed that this programme be trialled for one year, i.e. for the 2009/10 football season and the 2010 cricket season, with a full review to follow immediately after each season.  

If this proposal is agreed by the Council the decision would then be communicated to residents and we would approach the Church authorities to request a one year suspension of the covenant to permit the trial to take place.

Proposed football programme

The Football club is hoping to use the playing fields on Sunday for Juniors, both boys and girls and all under 16.  Interest in junior football is growing but it has been getting increasingly difficult to find free pitches for the Juniors at Platt Lane with a gradual movement of football from Saturdays to Sundays. 

We have agreed with the club that all the games would take place from 10.30 till 12.30 with people arriving from 9.30 onwards and leaving by 1pm.  Over the whole season from early September till late April, 30 Sundays in all, this would mean 18 games i.e. roughly one game every two weeks. It has also been agreed that no game be scheduled on Easter Sunday.  

Families, walkers and young people wishing to use the fields from late September to April would therefore have free access every Sunday afternoon and alternate Sunday mornings.  

Proposed cricket programme

The Cricket club has recently introduced a ‘friendly’ Sunday X1 comprising senior members and promising juniors, i.e. players not able to play in one of the official teams.  As Platt Lane is permanently booked by another team the Sunday team plays either on opposition grounds or grounds that have to be specially hired.

The club would like to use the playing fields for a maximum of nine Sunday X1 games and also for up to three Senior First X1 League Cup games during the season which runs from the end of April to the beginning of September.  This would mean a maximum of 12 Sundays out of 19 with matches taking place from 1pm to around 8pm.  The third Sunday of every month would be kept free.

Families, walkers and young people wishing to use the fields from late April to September would therefore have free access every Sunday morning and afternoon access for a minimum of 3 Sundays plus the third Sunday of every month. 
Tony Kemmer
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