DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 29 JUNE 2009 AT 7.30PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Cane, Erwin, Grant, Heeley [late arrival], Kemp, Pinder, Mrs Price, Roos.
Staff: 



Neil Grocock (Clerk); Barbara Garthwaite.

Members of the Public:         
None.    
10/7938
Apologies

Apologies were received from: Cllrs Mrs Boote [Borough/Parish], Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Heeley [late arrival], Kemmer, Mrs Oakley; Borough Cllr Sam Boote and Borough/County Cllr Cottee; Doreen Orr.
10/7939
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Barton declared an interest in item 10/7943 below [reimbursements].

10/7940
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on 1.6.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.
10/7941
Matters Arising
Cllr Grice updated the Council as follows:
· Village SOS initiative [10/7935] - only for villages with populations less than 3,000.
· Off-street parking consultation [10/7935] - copy of the Clerk’s letter circulated prior to the meeting.
· Playing field covenant [10/7936]] - extraordinary PCC meeting arranged, but not until 22.7.09; time could be tight if changes are to come into force in time for the football season. Skip to content
10/7942
Correspondence
Cllr Grice drew attention to the following items:
· Letter of thanks from Mayor of Rushcliffe re Parish Service – NOTED.

· Letter re Mayor's Charity Appeal – AGREED that the Parish Council should not participate; Cllr Barton suggested that individual donations might be more appropriate.
· Email re skatepark – Cllr Roos had dealt with this, confirming that rumours that it might close were completely untrue.
· Letter re possibility of allotments on land adjacent to the Burial Ground – NOTED; Cllr Grice suggested that this might be relevant to item 10/7947 below.
· Letter From Widmerpool Parish Council re bridleway proposal – NOTED.
· Open letter from Nic Seller – NOTED; Cllr Grice commented that he would mention this at the next Police Local Area Group meeting.
· Letter inviting Parish Councillors to NHS Nottinghamshire County’s Annual Public Meeting on 24.9.09 - NOTED.
10/7943
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements
A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – See Appendix 1.
b) F & GP Minutes dated 8.6.09
The report dated 8.6.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

On behalf of Keyworth History Society, Cllr Barton presented the Council with a framed sampler, worked by an former resident of Keyworth [Ann Belshaw] in the mid-1700’s; this to be displayed in the Centenary Lounge.
c) Amendment to Annual Return.

The Clerk explained that, at the behest of the internal auditor, the Council’s 2008/9 accounts had been amended and, as a result, an amendment to the annual return had been necessary; the amended accounts and annual return had been circulated prior to the meeting; the amendments were APPROVED and initialled by Cllr Grice & the Clerk as appropriate.
10/7944
Planning
a) Minutes dated 18.5.09
The report dated 18.5.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

b) Minutes dated 15.6.09
The report dated 15.6.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that Cllr Kemp’s apologies for absence had not been recorded in the draft minutes circulated.
10/7945
Terms of Reference – Advisory Committees
· Revised terms of reference for the Amenities advisory committee, and suggested amendments to the terms of reference for the Burial Ground advisory committee had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· Cllr Grice pointed out that no amendments were being proposed in respect of the terms of reference for the Village Hall advisory committee.
· The relevant terms of reference, revised or amended as appropriate, were APPROVED – see Appendix 2.
· It was NOTED that Cllrs Roos and Kemp were now chairmen of the Amenities and Burial Ground advisory committees respectively.
10/7946
Reports From:
Cllr Grice explained that reports from advisory committees had been reinstated as part of the Full Council agenda because it had become increasingly difficult to keep track of what the committees were doing or intending to do, and pertinent questions were not being asked.
a) Amenities Advisory Committee
· Cllr Roos reported as follows:
· Official opening of Nottingham Road play area went well; article in Evening Post; good publicity.
· Some vandalism at the play area, but repairs underway; quotation being obtained for new security fence following hole being cut in existing fence.

· Redundant picnic tables donated to Keyworth Primary & Nursery school.

· Roster being organised for locking up play area.
· Licence application for Xmas lights will be submitted by 1.8.09, but volunteers still required from the Amenities advisory committee to project-manage the work; otherwise, there may not be any lights this year.

· Latest [May] RoSPA inspection report in respect of skatepark does not reveal any significant concerns.

· Artistic graffiti completed at skatepark [Cllr Roos handed round photographs]; financed by WoA initiative.
· Village in Bloom: all baskets and planters in place; help received from girl guides and pupils from Keyworth Primary & Nursery school; outstanding payments being chased up; judging takes place on 15.7.09.
· In response to a query from Cllr Grice, Cllr Roos confirmed that the licence for the barrier baskets had been applied for in the name of the Village in Bloom group.

· Cllr Grice queried what was happening regarding the teen park which he had heard mention of; Cllr Mrs Price reported that there had been an indication that a piece of land might become available, in which case there would be a bid for outside funding; however, it would not be possible to move forward on this until certain legal documents had been made available. 
b) Burial Ground Advisory Committee
· Cllr Kemp reported as follows:
· Committee will meet four times per year.
· Committee hopes that the Finance & General Purposes committee will approve quotation for fencing at its meeting on 13.7.09.
· Entrance widened; quotations for proposed car park being obtained.
· Cllr Roos thanked the committee for arranging a new tap.
c) Village Hall Advisory Committee
· Cllr Grice reported as follows:
· ‘Awards for All’ grant now fully utilised: Village Hall lights; hearing loop; Centenary Lounge carpet.
· No further significant improvements in the offing.

· Condition survey reviewed; most work completed; nothing of any great significance remains outstanding.

· Fees will be reviewed at next meeting, in September.

· In response to an enquiry from Cllr Roos, Cllr Grice reported that the handyman was applying anti-vandal paint to stop vandals climbing onto the flat roofs; two CCTV cameras had recently been replaced.
d) Community Liaison Advisory Committee – Outstanding Issues
· In the absence of Cllr Heeley, Cllr Grice commented that, as he understood it, progress was being made in respect of Councillors’ contact details on the website.
· Cllr Grice added that there were still no background details for Cllr Mrs Cane, and that there was still no photograph for Cllr Mrs Elsom.

· In the absence of a Community Liaison committee in future, it was AGREED that Cllr Barton should be the Council’s representative/spokesman on matters relating to parking.
e) KPFA Representatives
· Cllr Mrs Price reported from the KPFA meeting on 17.6.09 as follows:
· Football club has arranged its 2009/10 fixtures on the assumption that any changes in the covenant will not be completed in time.

· RoSPA inspection carried out.

· Another day to be arranged for clearance of old play area; bid for WoA funds to cover costs.
· Cllr Roos queried whether any complaints had been received regarding new-season cricket matches; Cllr Mrs Price responded that she was not aware of any complaints.
f) Platt Lane JMC Representatives
· Cllr Mrs Price reported as follows:

· Football club chariot race event had raised around £1.5k; hopes of a similar event next year.

· Substantial funds taken from reserves to replace windows and install shutters/ grilles as a deterrent to vandals.

· New pitches currently being laid.

· Football club now has charitable status, so no problems in reclaiming VAT.
10/7947
Proposal re Burial Ground Extension
· The following recommendations had been circulated prior to the meeting:
“...that the Burial Ground extension be turned into a wildflower meadow until such time as it is needed for further extensions to the Burial Ground...further recommended that the Council seek a site for dog-walking, as it would be better to say where dog owners should take their dogs rather than just ban them from the graveyard and its surroundings.”
· Cllr Kemp outlined the rationale for the recommendations as follows:
· Two acres of land; all will ultimately be used; therefore, any use in the meantime should be only temporary, so that it will not be difficult to reclaim the land at the appropriate time.

· Not an expensive solution.

· Manageable [Cllr Pinder and Ken Jackson both members of both the Burial Ground advisory committee and the Nature Reserve management group].

· Signs of medieval strip farming/ridge and furrow would be preserved.

· Wildlife Trust might contribute towards cost.

· Cllr Kemp explained that a proposal from Cllr Barton for use of part of the land as allotments had not been considered viable for the following reasons:
· Divided management [committee of five plot-holders plus two Parish Councillors required].

· Not easy to take back the land.
· Concerns re parking and access; Burial Ground advisory committee would prefer access to be restricted to funeral cars, not tractors or similar heavy vehicles.

· Limited users; not all from Keyworth.

· Cllr Grice queried the cost of setting up a wildflower meadow; no firm figures were available, but Cllr Pinder suggested that £2k might be a reasonable estimate.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that it might take as long as 150 years to fill the land with burial plots, and that at least half of the land was unlikely to be needed for this purpose for 50 years plus; he added that it would be ‘criminal’ to let the land go to waste in the meantime, and proposed that the Council should seriously and urgently consider the allotments option.
· Cllr Roos queried how many of the existing allotments in Keyworth are used by Keyworth residents, and how many of the people on the waiting list are non residents; he added, in respect of the wildflower meadow recommendation, that trees should also be planted in his view.
· Cllr Barton suggested, as regards the medieval ridge and furrow, there were plenty of other examples around the village; Cllr Pinder responded that the ridge and furrow near the Burial Ground was of particular interest.

· Cllr Grant pointed out that a wildflower meadow might be a habitat for rare species of insects and butterflies, but suggested that there was also a real need for more allotments in Keyworth.

· Cllr Mrs Price suggested that more information was required, including ‘hard cash figures’ for both the wildflower meadow and any allotment proposals.

· Cllr Grice put it to the Council that there were three options to consider:
· Wildflower meadow.

· Allotments.

· 50/50 split.

· Cllr Grice suggested that the discussion should be continued at the next Full Council meeting, assuming proper costings could be obtained in the meantime.
Cllr Heeley arrived at the meeting at this point.
10/7948
Council Vacancy/Co-option Procedure
· Cllr Grice pointed out that:

· The Council was now in a position to co-opt a replacement for the recently resigned Cllr Edwards.

· Advice obtained from NALC confirmed that it was not necessary to interview all applicants, and that it would be in order, if the Council so wished, to specify that previous applicants need not apply.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that:
· The current vacancy should be advertised in the August and September editions of the Keyworth News, with a deadline for applications of 15.9.09.

· The interview panel should, in this instance, comprise Cllrs Erwin, Grant and Grice with Cllr Mrs Price as reserve.

· All applicants for every vacancy should be interviewed, including previously unsuccessful applicants.

· Cllrs Mrs Price and Heeley expressed concern that such a long timescale was needed to complete the co-option process.
· Cllr Erwin suggested that there might be relatively little interest during the July/ August holiday period.

· Cllr Pinder suggested that more detail should be required from applicants.
10/7949
Week of Action
a) General Update

Cllr Grice reported that preparations were well underway, and that relatively little input was required from the Council.
b) ‘Patch Walk’ Proposal
Details had been circulated prior to the meeting, and Cllrs Grant, Mrs Cane and Pinder agreed to take part in this exercise.

Cllr Heeley expressed concern that the WoA might alienate some members of the community, and suggested that the Parish Council had been unwise to support it.

10/7950
Events
a) General Update

Cllr Grice reminded members about the bowls match on 14.8.08.
b) Future of Annual Service.
Cllr Grice suggested, and it was AGREED, that this issue should be discussed at a subsequent meeting.
10/7951
Questions

a) For Representatives on Outside Bodies

There were no questions.

b) For Borough/County Councillors

· Cllr Grice pointed out that a report from Cllrs Sam & Debbie Boote had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· Cllr Heeley raised the question of the state of the grass verges in the village.
· Cllr Grice reported that he had already taken up this issue with Cllrs Sam Boote and John Cottee.
· Cllr Roos pointed out that there was a web link on the Village in Bloom website, via which complaints about such issues could be lodged.
· Cllr Heeley thanked Cllr Roos for his efforts in respect of the Village in Bloom initiative, despite the efforts of vandals to disrupt it.
c) From Residents
There were no questions.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 
meeting at approximately 8.50pm
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