DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING IN THE FEIGNIES ROOM ON MONDAY, 13 JULY 2009 AT 7.30PM
_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:    Chairman:                 Cllr Grice.

Councillors:               Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Price.   

IN ATTENDANCE:                         Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Cllr Mrs Oakley.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:      None.  
           

10/6949
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Erwin & Kemmer.
10/6950           Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
10/6951
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 8 June 2009 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.
10/6952
Matters Arising
· [10/6941] The Clerk had circulated a revised budget for the Village Plan, and reported that he had paid £562 on the Council’s behalf towards the cost of printing the plan itself [£1362 in total; copy invoice provided], leaving £438 [from £1k set aside] to go towards cost of printing the action plans.
· [10/6937] Concerning the playing field covenant, it was NOTED that, as reported by Cllr Mrs Price at the Full Council meeting on 29.6.09 [10/7946], the 2009/10 football fixtures had already been scheduled on the assumption that the covenant would not be amended in time, and there appeared, therefore, to be no great urgency regarding completion of legal formalities.
· [10/7947 Full Council 29.6.09] Allotments – the Clerk commented that there appeared to be a rumour circulating the village that written requests from six electors could force the Council to provide allotments; the Clerk and Cllr Grice had discussed this with NALC, and established that the only obligation was for the Council to formally consider such requests. Cllr Grice added that a meeting had been arranged with Trevor Matthews [East Midlands Secretary for the National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners; ARI (Allotments Regeneration Initiative) mentor for the East Midlands], with a view to obtaining more information about allotments, possible grant aid etc.
10/6953
Accounts
· The Clerk had circulated management accounts for the three months ended 30.6.09 prior to the meeting, together with a covering note.

· The Clerk pointed out that there had been little or no capital/additional [i.e. outside the revenue budget] expenditure thus far, but that a number of as yet uncosted proposals appeared to be in the offing:
· Burial Ground car park.
· Allotments &/or wildflower meadow.
· There were no questions.
10/6954
Audit 2008/9
· The Clerk had circulated copies of the following items prior to the meeting:
· 2008/9 annual return.

· Explanation of significant variances in the figures from 2007/8 to 2008/9.

· Explanation of differences between Boxes 7 & 8 in Section 1 of the return.

· Covering letter to the external auditor.

· The Clerk reported that he had consulted NALC regarding the external auditor’s requirement for a copy of the register of interests, and established that there was, in fact, no need for the Parish Council to maintain one, this being the responsibility of the Borough Council; the Clerk had responded accordingly to the external auditor’s letter.
· The Clerk also reported that NALC did not appear to share the internal auditor’s reservations regarding the Council’s asset register. 
10/6955
Expenditure for Approval
The Clerk had circulated the following items prior to the meeting:
· Quotation [£750 plus 15% plus VAT] from Notts County Council Highways South to supply and install 5mph speed signs in the Village Hall car park – Cllr Grice explained that this was a recommendation arising from the recent car park risk assessment; after due discussion, the quotation was APPROVED.
· Quotation [£800 approximately] for Burial Ground fencing – APPROVED.
· Budget/revised funding request from Village Design Statement group - £325 including projected fees for hire of Council premises; after due consideration, the request was APPROVED.
The following items were also discussed:

· Play area – gate-locking:

· The Clerk reported that Cllr Roos had provisionally agreed to pay £15 [net of any tax] per week for two local residents and Alan Wilkins, the village handyman, to lock up the play area as required.

· Cllrs Barton and Mrs Price expressed some reservations regarding this arrangement.

· Cllr Grice stated that, in his opinion, it was not for Parish Councillors to undertake these duties.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that up to £1k per annum could be set aside for this purpose, subject to the proviso that Cllr Roos should report back after three months with details of how the arrangement was working.

· Security Fence at Play Area:
· Following a hole being cut in the existing chain link fence by vandals, the Clerk had been requested by Cllr Roos, on behalf of the Amenities advisory committee, to obtain a quotation in respect of a proper security fence.
· Cllr Mrs Price reported that she had spoken with Derek Hayden [Community Safety Manager, Rushcliffe Borough Council] who had indicated that a bid for funds from the Week of Action budget might be favourably received provided the hedge could be taken down; Cllr Mrs Price confirmed that the headteacher at the school would be happy to have the hedge removed after summer was over.
· It was AGREED that Cllr Mrs Price should prepare a bid on the Parish Council’s behalf.

· Outside Bodies:

· Referring to the decisions made at the last meeting in respect of hire fees for the Village Plan group and the Village Design Statement group [10/6941], Cllr Mrs Price queried whether the same rules should not apply to the Village in Bloom Group, all three being outside bodies.
· The Clerk pointed out that there were, in fact, a number of other outside bodies which hired Council premises free of charge, as agreed at the meeting on 20.10.08 [09/6850].

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the overall situation should be reviewed at a subsequent meeting,

· Cllr Grice reported that he had been approached by the Dramatic Society which was prepared to pay for new stage lighting at the Village Hall if the Council would pay for the cost of installation; after due discussion, it was left with Cllr Grice to discuss this proposal with the Village Hall advisory committee, and report back in due course.
10/6956
Risk Management
a) Review of Insurance Cover
· The Clerk had circulated a copy of the annual renewal schedule of cover prior to the meeting, and this was APPROVED.

· The Clerk pointed out that the insurers had not endorsed the schedule as promised to the effect that contents cover [Part C] included furniture, fixtures and fittings, but he was chasing this up.
· The Clerk had also circulated correspondence with the tennis club regarding its keyholding procedures and the insurance implications thereof; he pointed out that this was now the Council’s concern as a result of the insurance arrangements stipulated by the new Parish Council/KPFA lease.
b) Burial Ground Risk Assessment
· The Clerk reported that, following the discussion at the last meeting, he had invited Ernest Smith, Stonemasons, to provide quotations for remedial work; he understood that an inspection had been carried out that afternoon and that, whilst a quotation would be provided in respect of  the six headstones considered to be most in need of attention, it had been recommended that the other fifty plus headstones which had been of some concern to the Burial Ground advisory committee were not in need of any remedial work at this stage.
· The Clerk pointed out that he had been given a provisional verbal quotation of £180 per headstone, and that, on that basis, the cost of repairing the six headstones would be £1080.
· Cllr Mrs Price suggested that the Council should seek reimbursement from the relevant deed holders, but the Clerk pointed out that this might be difficult: the Council might no longer have current addresses in some cases, and deed holders might be reluctant to pay; in the meantime, the Burial Ground advisory committee felt that the headstones in question needed urgent attention.
· It was NOTED that the inspection by the Burial Ground advisory committee had been carried out in May, but that the last documented inspection prior to that had been in September 2007.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that, in this instance, in view of the apparent urgency of the situation, the Council should pay the cost of remedial work for the six headstones in question; this subject to the stipulation that, in future, the Burial Ground advisory committee should carry out inspections at intervals of no more than twelve months.
c) Other Risk Management Issues
· The Clerk had circulated the latest RoSPA inspection report in respect of the skatepark prior to the meeting.
· The Clerk had also circulated details of an accident which had occurred on the footpath between the Centenary Lounge and the Scout Hut; he pointed out that the footpath in question had been discussed previously, most recently at the meeting on 10.12.07 [08/6717], but that it had not been considered to be in need of repair; it was AGREED that further advice and a quotation for any recommended repair work should be obtained from Notts County Council Highways.
10/6957
Review of Banking Arrangements
· AGREED that the signatories on the Council’s bank accounts should continue to be the seven members of the Finance & General Purposes committee plus Cllr Mrs Boote; any two to sign.
· A new mandate was signed by those members present.
· The Clerk reminded the committee that he was the sole holder of a business card [limit £1k] which he was required to use occasionally to make payments on the Council’s behalf.
10/6958
Platt Lane – Ownership of Buildings
· The Clerk reported that he had spoken to the Council’s solicitor who was still awaiting contact from Bob Walker [Senior Legal Officer, Notts County Council].

10/6959
Village Plan

· Cllr Grice suggested that, at the next meeting, the committee should consider the following financial issues:
· The budget for the new Village Development Liaison committee.

· What portion, if any, of the Council’s reserves should be earmarked for financing the implementation of the Village Plan.

· What funds, if any, should be set aside annually for this purpose.

· Whether there should be any increase in future precepts with the Village Plan in mind.

· Cllr Mrs Price suggested that it was not possible to make such decisions, and that it was for the Village Plan Steering Group/Village Development Group to submit detailed proposals to the Council as did other outside bodies.
· The Clerk pointed out that, at the very least, the Village Development Liaison committee would need a budget in line with the agreed terms of reference, and that the Council needed to start thinking about the 2010/11 precept before the end of 2009.

· Cllr Grice suggested that the time to discuss these issues in detail was at the next meeting, but asked committee members to consider them carefully in the meantime.

10/6960 
Administrative Issues

· AGREED that an additional Planning meeting should be held on 10.8.09.
10/6961
Correspondence

· Letters of thanks from various organisations in receipt of grants or donations were NOTED, having been circulated prior to the meeting.
10/6962
Staff/Contractual Issues

· It was NOTED that, as authorised at the previous meeting, the Clerk had advertised for, and hired, a temporary clerical/secretarial assistant, Margaret Roberts, to cover the continued absence of Doreen Orr during the summer holiday period: four-week fixed contact followed by further employment on a week-by-week basis if need be; SCP 14 on the pay scale.
· The Clerk pointed out that the costs incurred would be partially offset by recovery of some statutory sick pay.
10/6963
Next Meeting

· Next meeting: 7.9.09.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 
at approximately 9.00pm.
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