DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote, Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Grant, Heeley, Kemp, 
Pinder, Roos.
Staff: 
Neil Grocock (Clerk); Barbara Garthwaite; 

Maggie Roberts.
Also Present:         

County/Borough Cllr Cottee.    
10/7952
Apologies

· Apologies were received from: Cllrs Erwin, Kemmer, Mrs Oakley & Mrs Price, and Borough Cllr Sam Boote [late arrival].
· Cllr Grice took the opportunity to welcome Maggie Roberts to her first Full Council meeting; he pointed out that she was only acting as an observer in this instance, but that she would, all being well, be minuting meetings with effect from October.
· Cllr Grice also commented on the recent resignation of Doreen Orr, the erstwhile Council Secretary: Doreen had served the Council most loyally and worked very hard over a period of 5/6 years; he was sorry to see her go, but wished her well for the future.
· Cllr Grice asked the Clerk to write to Doreen on the Council’s behalf.

10/7953
Declarations of Interest
a) Interests re Agenda Items
The following interests were declared:

· Cllr Grice re 10/7957a [chairman’s allowance].
· Cllr Roos re 10/7957a [reimbursements].
· Cllr Kemp re 10/7957a [Village Design Group grant].
· Cllrs Barton & Heeley re 10/7960b.
b) Register of Interests
· Cllr Grice drew attention to the note circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting, suggesting that all Council members should review what they have declared and that, if there are any errors, omissions or changes, they should write to the monitoring officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council without delay.
· In response to a query from Cllr Barton, the Clerk quoted as follows from the standard Declaration of Financial & Other Interests form: “You only need register land holdings in the Town/Parish Council’s area. This would include your home, if you own it or rent it, if this is within the area of the parish”.

10/7954
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on 29.6.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.
10/7955
Matters Arising
· [10/7941] Cllr Grice reported that talks between the KPFA and the PCC were ongoing, but he was not aware of any significant developments at this stage.
· [10/7948 ] Cllr Grice reported that there had been only one applicant for the Council vacancy, and that he and the appointed panel were hoping to meet the lady concerned next week.
10/7956
Correspondence
The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Letter from Robert Buckby re the Square – an application to the County Council had been made under the Shared Space scheme, but County/Borough Cllr Cottee had no news at this stage; in the meantime, Cllr Grice confirmed that he had been in touch with Mr Buckby by email.
· Letter from Maxine Kent re problems caused by flash flooding in Village Hall car park – Cllr Grice confirmed that the Village Hall advisory committee would be looking into this.
· Letter re from Mrs Bostock re allotments - 10/7960b below refers. 

· Letter from Diane Wright re allotments - 10/7960b below refers; Cllr Grice pointed out that Mrs Wright had also drawn attention to the land at the Croft Road triangle.  

· Email from St Margaret Clitherow PPC re proposed Wildlife Area – Cllr Mrs Abbey pointed out that the land referred to was, in fact, in Stanton-on-the-Wolds.
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Licensing Consultation - deadline for comments 19.10.09.
· Correspondence with Ian Machan [Friends of Keyworth Leisure Centre] re Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Member and Officer Group and its review of the strategy for Rushcliffe leisure centres.
· Cllr Grice queried whether the Council was minded to make a separate submission, or whether it would be content to join in the submission which was being prepared by the Friends group.

· After due discussion, with input from Cllrs Kemp, Heeley and Barton in particular, it was AGREED that the Council should make a submission in its own right, drawing attention to the relevant parts of the Village Plan and the work being done by the Friends group, and endorsing the views set out in the former and the aims of the latter.
· Letter from Notts County Council re Bus Stop Scheme, Keyworth.  

· Letter from Notts County Council re Local Bus Services – Cllr Heeley queried whether any leaflets were available; Cllr Grice responded that, as far as he knew, there were none at present, but would be in due course; Cllr Kemp commented that local bus services did need to be publicised on the basis of “use it or lose it”.
· Letters from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Off-Street Parking Order.  

· Letter from Rushcliffe Community Partnership re Community Conference. 
· Rushcliffe Town & Parish Council newsletter. 
· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re free advertising for community events.
10/7957
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements
A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – See Appendix 1.
b) F & GP Minutes dated 13.7.09
The report dated 13.7.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
c) F & GP Minutes dated 7.9.09
The report dated 7.9.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
Cllr Grice drew attention, in particular, to the following decisions at the September meeting:

· Old play area – temporary use as garden area for South Wolds school; legal agreement being prepared by KPFA’s solicitors.
· KPFA 2010/11 grant – agreed amount £1k less than requested in view of complaints regarding the lack of fundraising by the KPFA for the Keyworth Show, this being part of the KPFA’s remit.
· Village Plan - £5k earmarked reserve for any ‘quick fix’ proposals; Cllr Grice commented that any larger projects could be looked at separately.

· Council committees – 2010/11 budgets required by 30.11.09 at the latest.

As regards the Village Plan, Cllr Heeley commented that he understood the various groups to be working out budgets but that, in the meantime, he felt that the £5k reserve would be very useful.
10/7958
Planning
a) Minutes dated 6.7.09
The report dated 6.7.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

b) Minutes dated 10.8.09
The report dated 10.8.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
c) Minutes dated 14.9.09
The report dated 14.9.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
· As regards one of the applications discussed at the September meeting, Cllr Mrs Chmara reported that some people seemed to be under the impression that the dry- cleaners’ on Main Street was closing, but this was not the case, and any such rumours should be refuted.

· Cllr Heeley commented on what he understood to be a pending application in respect of 14 Wysall Lane, next to the Burial Ground;  he suggested that this should be considered very carefully as it might result in the Burial Ground being overlooked, and thus becoming less secluded.

10/7959
Reports From:
a) Amenities Advisory Committee
1) Floral Displays
· Cllr Roos reported that: 

· The village had won a silver award in the 'town' category of the 2009 Village in Bloom competition, and a special judges’ award for its well designed and managed Burial Ground.
· Joyce Hairdressers Ltd, Nottingham Road had won a silver gilt award.

· Crossdale Drive Primary school and Keyworth Primary & Nursery school had won silver awards in the school garden competition.

· Cllr Roos added that the floral displays would be taken down later in the week, and that no watering costs had been incurred for the past couple of weeks.
· Cllr Grice queried the cost of watering, which he felt was astronomical.

· Cllr Roos undertook to look at possible alternatives for future years.
2) Xmas Lights
· Cllr Roos reported that Cllr Mrs Oakley was managing this project, and that responses to letters sent out were coming in; he understood that orders for forty-nine trees had been confirmed thus far.
· The Clerk asked Cllr Roos whether he could confirm the number of new installations; he had originally understood this to be a maximum of six, but there now appeared to be some doubt, and it was new installations which had a major impact on overall costs; Cllr Roos responded that he could not confirm the number at this stage, but would look into the matter.

· Cllr Roos added that the Big Switch On would take place on 4.12.09, and that, as in previous years, both the local Rotary Club and the Salvation Army would be involved.
3) General Update
· Cllr Roos pointed out that:

· The next [delayed] meeting of the Amenities advisory committee would be on 7.10.09.

· Nottingham Road play area and the skatepark were now being managed by Cllrs Barton and Pinder respectively; Cllrs Mrs Oakley and Roos were in charge of Xmas lights and floral displays respectively, whilst events would be organised by Cllr Ms Elsom.
· Funds obtained by way of a Week of Action grant were covering the cost of a new security fence which should be installed within the next fortnight; the hedge had already been removed, and shrubs would be planted in due course.

· Problems at the skatepark had been reported to the police and Streetwise; ways of securing the area at night would be looked at, but the BGS lease might impose restrictions.

· As regards the skatepark, Cllr Grice queried whether the Ultrawheelz management group was still active, and suggested that the Council needed to know one way or the other.
· Cllr Barton reported that he was working on risk assessments for the play area and skatepark, and mentioned a recent incident at the play area when a small child hurt her knee; Cllr Roos added that the implications of this incident were being look at, and he and Cllr Barton would be meeting with the child’s parents in due course.
b) Burial Ground Advisory Committee
1) Car Park
· Cllr Kemp queried why this item was on the agenda.

· The Clerk reminded Cllr Kemp that, at the meeting on 29.6.09 [10/7946b], he had reported that quotations for the proposed car park were being obtained.
· Cllr Kemp responded that quotations had been obtained in 2006 and 2008, although updates might now be required; the main issue, however, was that of hiring someone suitably qualified to act as clerk of works; he added that he did not believe that there was any urgency.

· The Clerk pointed out that, if the Burial Ground committee was proposing expenditure in 2009/10 or 2010/11, estimates were required by 30.11.09 at the latest as already pointed out by Cllr Grice [10/7957c above].

· Cllr Grice suggested that quotations should be obtained as soon as possible, so that a decision on this issue could be made for once and for all.
2) General Update
· Cllr Kemp drew attention to the photo shoot which took place when new benches were installed.
· Cllr Kemp also reported that Phase 3 was now complete and ready for use, and would last for an estimated eight/nine years; income from the Burial Ground would increase accordingly.
c) Village Hall Advisory Committee

· Cllr Grice commented that the next meeting of the Village Hall committee would be on 23.9.09 and, in the meantime, there was relatively little to report except that the Village Hall not been successful in the Best Kept Village Hall competition.
· Plus points highlighted by the competition inspectors included:

· “Great first impression”; clear signage; good access; well maintained.

· Catering and food hygiene standards.

· health and safety policy.

· Sound financial management and legislational clarity.

· Sound booking system and hiring agreements.

· Suggested areas for improvement included:

· First aid box and accident book availability.

· Fire assembly notices in rooms.

· Improved links with community, including representation on management committee.

· Hirer awareness of green issues.

d) Community Liaison Advisory Committee – Outstanding Issues

1) Website – Councillors’ Contact Details/Other Details
· Cllr Grice reminded Cllr Ms Elsom that she had still not posted a photograph on the Council website.

· The Clerk pointed out that little or no progress seemed to have been made in respect of Councillors’ contact details [24.11.08 09/7874].

· Cllr Heeley undertook to look into this.
2) Other Issues

· There were no other issue to discuss.
e) KPFA Representatives
· The Clerk reported that he had received a note from Cllr Mrs Price, who had attended the KPFA meeting on 9.9.09, and it appeared that the Council’s stance in respect of the 2010/11 grant had been taken on board.
f) Platt Lane JMC Representatives
· Cllr Barton reported as follows, having attended the meeting on 16.7.09:
· Security room broken into; new doors and windows fitted; security grilles considered, but idea rejected except for grille over back door.

· JMC thanks Parish Council for extending deadline for 2010/11 grant application to 30.9.09.

· 2008/9 accounts approved.

· Complaints re parking received from residents of nearby properties.

· Helicopter of the Queen’s Flight, carrying Princess Anne to a function at BGS, had landed on the playing fields in June.
· Cllr Roos expressed concern regarding the parking problems, and suggested that the Platt Lane committee needed to be “a good neighbour”, and that teams should be advised of the need to park considerately; he added that the problem might be exacerbated by new legislation which could prevent five or six youngsters being carried in one car.
10/7960
Proposals re Land Adjacent to Burial Ground
a) Wildflower Meadow
b) Allotments

· A quotation in respect of the proposed wildflower meadow, and a proposal in respect of allotments [see Appendix 2] had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Cllr Barton had handed out various relevant items at the beginning of the meeting.
· AGREED that these items should be dealt with together.

· Cllr Kemp raised the following objections to the allotments proposal:
· Phase 3 could be fully utilised within nine years, in which case the land adjacent will then be required for burial or cremation plots.
· Outside funding for allotments less likely with anything less than a twenty-five year lease.
· Village Plan survey does not highlight a demand for allotments, but does indicate a desire for public open spaces.
· No legal obligation to provide allotments.

· Small piece of land with incompatible users not desirable.

· Proposal not consistent with Burial Ground regulations.

· Allotments not compatible with Burial Ground ambience; could be seen as offensive to the bereaved.

· Possible loss of income from burial fees.

· Non residents on waiting list.
Borough Cllr Sam Boote arrived at the meeting at this point.
· Cllr Grice pointed out that the proposal was for only part, say half, of the land in question to be given over to allotments.
· Cllr Heeley suggested that income could possibly be derived from harvesting specialist grasses on the land.

· Cllr Roos raised the issue of existing allotments in Keyworth being allocated to non residents.

· Cllr Barton spoke in favour of the allotments proposal, and made the following points:

· The non residents issue is a ‘red herring’: 95 of 103 current allotment tenants in Keyworth are Keyworth residents; only two of the twenty-seven people on the waiting list are non residents.

· Keyworth residents currently face a wait of 5/6/7 years for an allotment; the demand for places is growing.

· Some land adjacent to the Burial Ground may not be needed for burials for 23/4 years.
· No land would be left fallow.

· Grants may be available.

· Cllr Ms Elsom queried the cost and the amount of work involved in managing allotments, and the cost of maintenance in the event of plots becoming disused.
· Cllr Grice pointed out that, in accordance with the proposal circulated, the allotments would be self-managed; Tony Axford [manager of the existing Keyworth Allotments] would be on hand to offer advice.
· Cllr Roos suggested that the existing allotments in Keyworth could offer more plots to more people if double-sized plots were split in half.

· Cllr Heeley suggested that allotments adjacent to the Burial Ground would perhaps satisfy the needs of twenty-four people, whereas a wildflower meadow would serve the needs of the wider community.

· Cllr Pinder stated that he was not in favour of allotments at this particular location; he queried how access [to the allotments and the Burial Ground] could be segregated, and suggested that the current demand for allotments might only be a temporary state of affairs; there were conservation benefits to the wildflower proposal, which would preserve the medieval furrow system, and it would have benefits for all Keyworth residents, especially children and schools .

· Cllr Roos mentioned the Croft Road triangle question; Cllr Grice pointed out that this was not the proposal on the table.

· Cllr Mrs Boote expressed concern as to whether there could be adequate screening between allotments and the Burial ground.

· Cllr Grice commented that, whilst he could see the benefit of a wildflower meadow in a more urban area, Keyworth was in the country.

· After due consideration, it was AGREED that the allotments proposal should be REJECTED.

· After further consideration, it was AGREED that the land in question should be given over to a wildflower meadow until it became necessary to reclaim it for burial/cremation plots.

· Cllr Kemp confirmed that the cost involved would be no more than £2k. 
10/7961
Events
a) General Update

· Cllr Mrs Chmara reported as follows:
· Arrangements for Xmas card competition in hand.

· Police contact point booked for Xmas lights Big Switch On.

· As regards the Annual Parish Dinner [27.11.09 at Indian Nights], Cllr Grice pointed out that, bearing in mind the reduction in the chairman’s allowance, no guests would be paid for; he did not consider it appropriate that the council tax payers of Keyworth should foot the bill.
b) Future of Annual Service.
· Cllr Grice invited comments on the discussion document which had been re-circulated prior to the meeting, having initially been discussed at the previous meeting.
· Cllr Heeley suggested that, if the service was to continue as an annual event, it should be regarded as a corporate event with the onus on all Council members to attend: everyone should buy into it; he added that the service might be an appropriate time for community awards to be presented.

· Cllr Mrs Boote commented that she had reservations regarding the current format, and suggested that a broader focus was required.

· Cllr Roos suggested that it was appropriate to be thankful for people who give of their time.

· Cllr Grant suggested that any service should be short, snappy and less traditional.

· Cllr Mrs Chmara suggested that the service could take place at the Village Hall, albeit with a blessing from an ordained minister; she added that, whilst attendance was modest, some 110/120 invitations were sent out every year.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey commented that people attending the service were often not the same people who attended such functions as the Chairman’s ‘At Home’.

· Cllr Kemp commented that there needed to be more community involvement, but that, in his view, church should keep itself separate from state.
· Cllr Barton suggested that the Council needed to “go away and think” about this issue.

· AGREED that a decision should be deferred until a later meeting.

In accordance with standing orders, it was AGREED, the time being 9.30pm, that the meeting should continue for a further thirty minutes maximum.
10/7962
Village Plan
· Cllr Heeley, who had attended the public meeting on 14.9.09, reported that the various sub groups were now prioritising actions.
· Cllr Grice pointed out that the first meeting of the Council’s new Village Development Liaison committee had been scheduled for 28.9.09, but it had had to be postponed because the Village Plan group had not yet nominated its three representatives on the committee.
10/7963
Questions

a) For Representatives on Outside Bodies

· There were no questions.

b) For Borough/County Councillors

· Cllr Roos queried whether it would be possible to obtain a schedule of grass cutting; Cllr Grice responded that he was expecting to have a meeting shortly with Cllr Cottee and representatives of the County and Borough Councils; he would report back in due course.
c) From Residents
· There were no questions.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 
meeting at approximately 9.40pm.
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