DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 19th OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.00PM.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Ms Elsom, Erwin, Grant, Heeley, Kemmer, Kemp, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Mrs Price, Roos. 

Staff: 
Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Maggie Roberts [Secretary].

Also Present:         
Mike White [Groundsman]; representatives of Nottingham Road Primary & Nursery school, Crossdale Drive Primary school and Joyce Hairdressers Ltd [see below].
10/7964
Apologies

· Apologies were received from: Parish/Borough Cllr Mrs Debbie Boote, Borough Cllr Sam Boote and County/Borough Cllr Cottee.   
10/7965 
Village in Bloom Presentations
· Cllr Roos gave a presentation on the background and outcome of the Village in Bloom competition for 2009.  [Detailed report available at Council office].

· Cllr Roos presented the silver award [town category] certificate to Cllr Grice.

· Cllr Grice presented the certificate in respect of the Burial Ground to Mike White, silver award [school garden competition] certificates to Mr Guest [Nottingham Road Infants & Nursery school] and Mrs Cuttell & Ms Cox [Crossdale Drive Primary school], and a silver gilt award certificate to Joyce of Joyce Hairdressers Ltd.

· Cllr Grice thanked all concerned, including Cllr Roos, for their efforts, and congratulated them on the outcome.

The recipients of the various awards left the meeting at this stage.

10/7966
Declarations of Interest

No interests were declared.

10/7967
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 21.9.09 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.

10/7968
Matters Arising

· Cllr Erwin raised an objection in respect of item 10/7960 [Proposals re Land Adjacent to Burial Ground]; he felt that the decision in favour of the wildflower meadow had been based on incomplete or inaccurate information in respect of the length of time which would elapse before the land was required for burial or cremation plots, and suggested that the matter should be held in abeyance until more detailed information could be provided.  

· Cllr Kemp responded, reiterating the figures and the projected number of plots needed.  He also pointed out that records of the number of plots to date, on which the projections had been based, were available for inspection by anyone, including members of the public, at the Parish Council office.

· Cllr Grice invited Cllr Erwin to respond.  

· Cllr Erwin stated that, in his view, a significant portion of the land could be made available for allotments for more than twenty-five years without constraining the development of the Burial Ground.

· Cllr Grice suggested to the Council that it needed to consider whether it had been given misleading information at the previous meeting and, if so, whether that information had influenced its decision.  

· Cllr Heeley suggested that the decision had been based on suitability rather than figures.

· After further consideration, it was AGREED that the decision made at the meeting on 21.9.09 should stand.

10/7969
Correspondence

The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Letter from BT inviting the Parish Council to adopt the red telephone kiosks in Keyworth for £1 each.

Cllr Abbey informed the meeting that there were two kiosks in the village: one on Nottingham Rd/Main Street; the other at Stanton-on-the-Wolds/Willow Brook.  No decision was made but there would be a paragraph in the Keyworth News, inviting views from members of the public on the possible adoption and usage of the kiosks.  

· Email from Andy Hopkin concerning the hardcore track on Lings Lane.  Cllr Pinder reported that he had spoken to Mr Hopkin and assured him that the hardcore was to repair the holes and generally improve access.  Cllr Pinder had also spoken to residents in the area and gathered that there had been no discernable increase in traffic.  

10/7970
Future of Annual Service
· Further to the discussion at the last meeting as to whether the annual service should continue, in its present form or otherwise, Cllr Grice had circulated an email from Borough Cllr Sam Boote regarding the origins of the event, and had asked members to give the matter careful consideration.
· Cllr Kemmer commented that he felt the service was an important, highly symbolic event, and a good representation of the village.

· Cllr Grice commented that, attending the 2009 service as chairman, he had felt that there was a “good feel” to the event.

· Cllr Heeley suggested that the service was a corporate event and, if it were to be continued, it should accordingly be better supported by Council members.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that a corporate Parish Council event should of necessity be a secular event; Cllr Heeley disagreed.

· Cllr Grice stipulated that the vote should be recorded in accordance with  Standing Order 10 and, after further discussion, the vote was taken as follows:
Those in favour of the continuation of the annual service: Cllrs Mrs Abbey, Heeley, Mrs Oakley, Mrs Cane, Pinder, Grant, Mrs Price, Mrs Chmara, Kemmer.

Those against: Cllrs Erwin, Kemp, Barton and Ms Elsom.

Cllr Roos abstained.

The chairman did not cast his vote.

AGREED that there should continue to be an annual service.

10/7971
Council Vacancies
a) Co-option Proposal

· Cllrs Grice reported that he, Cllr Erwin and Cllr Grant had interviewed Mrs Hazel Mather, and that they recommended her co-option.  

· AGREED that Mrs Mather should be co-opted with effect from the date of the next Full Council meeting.

b) New Vacancy

· Cllr Grice informed the meeting that Cllr Tony Kemmer was resigning as of       20 October 2009.  Cllr Grice thanked Cllr Kemmer on behalf of the Parish Council for his sterling work as chairman, Councillor and member of the Village Plan team.

· AGREED, assuming that the Council is allowed to co-opt, that the timescale for co-option should be: advertise after Christmas; closing date for applications        31 January 2010.  

· AGREED that the interview panel should be made up of Cllrs Grice, Erwin and Mrs Oakley with Cllr Barton as reserve.

c) Vacancies on Committees/Outside Bodies

· F & GP Committee: AGREED that Cllr Kemp should replace Cllr Kemmer.

· KPFA: AGREED that Cllr Mrs Price should replace Cllr Kemmer on the KPFA committee; Cllr Grant to also represent the Council at KPFA meetings.

· AGREED that the Nature Reserve Management group should now be made up of Cllrs Pinder, Roos and Mrs Abbey.

· AGREED that Cllr Heeley should replace Cllr Kemmer as a voting member of the new Village Development Liaison committee.

· AGREED that the three non-voting members of the Village Development Liaison committee should be: Trevor Dobson, Tom Caven-Atack and Tony Kemmer.
· AGREED that the first meeting of the new committee should take place on 23.11.09; Cllr Kemmer commented that Tom Caven-Atack would not be able to attend on that date; Cllr Ms Elsom reported that she too would be unavailable.
10/7972
Finance/Audit

a) Schedule of Payments/Re-imbursements

A schedule of payments, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix.
b) F&GP Minutes of 5.10.09
The report dated 5.10.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED. 

Cllr Grice drew attention, in particular, to the following decisions:

· Platt Lane JMC 2010/11 grant.

· No increase in hire fees proposed for 2010/11.

c) External Audit 2008/9
NOTED that the 2008/9 annual return had been signed off by the external auditor without qualification.

10/7973
Planning
a) Minutes dated 12.10.09
The report dated 12.10.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.

14 Wysall Lane, Keyworth

Cllr Abbey gave a brief background on this planning application and the concerns over it. Cllr Kemp had received an email from Tom Pettit, Design and Landscape Officer, Rushcliffe Borough Council: preservation order, effective from 19.10.09, placed on three silver birch trees on the above site.

10/7974
Chairman’s Report – Grass Cutting
Cllr Grice reported that he had held a meeting with Stuart Favell, responsible for grass cutting at Notts County Council.  He reported that Notts CC and Rushcliffe BC now share this task but the cutting is done by Rushcliffe BC.  The grass is cut 4 times per year and only done in the interests of vehicle and pedestrian safety.  A further 2 cuts per year are funded by Building Better Communities, but it is not known how long this extra funding will carry on.

Cllr Grice told Mr Favell that the 1 metre wide cuts were insufficient and the cut not of an acceptable standard.  Mr Favell did point out that for specific village occasions Rushcliffe would try and accommodate a timely cutting.

Cllr Pinder stated that the 1 metre cut was not effective at stopping the hedgerows from scrubbing over and becoming difficult to manage.  Although, from a nature conservation point of view, 4 cuts were too many.  It is apparent that the Conservation areas and residential areas have different requirements. 

Cllr Roos said he would try and contact Rushcliffe and get clarification on the cutting.

10/7975
Questions
a) For Representatives on Outside Bodies

· As regards Platt Lane JMC, Cllr Grice commented that there appeared to be no plans for the existing buildings when the new clubhouse is built, and suggested that the Council’s representatives on the JMC should follow up on this.

·  Cllr Grice was concerned that minutes from outside bodies’ meetings were not being sent to the Parish Council for inclusion on the website, particularly as many of these bodies received Parish Council funding.  The list included: Arts Association, Twinning Association, Ultrawheelz Management group, Village Plan steering group, Youth Issue group.  Cllr Grice urged Councillors connected with these bodies to get them to send reports/minutes to the Council.

b) For Borough/County Council

No Borough or County Councillors were present.

c) From Residents

No residents were present.

Cllr Chmara showed the meeting the 2009 Christmas Card which had been designed by a four-year old from South Wolds playgroup and was a hand-wrist painting of ‘Rudolph’.

Cllr Mrs Cane asked why ‘Any Other Business’ was not included on the agenda for the meetings.  Cllr Barton responded that any item under ‘A.O.B.’ cannot be legally voted on.  The Clerk pointed out that any specific issue Cllr Cane wishes to raise can be considered for inclusion on the agenda if she contacts the Clerk in advance.  

Cllr Mrs Cane said she was concerned over the issue of parking outside Budgens.  Cllr Grice pointed out that this was a matter for the police, and undertook to raise the matter at the next Local Area Group meeting.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at approximately 8.20 pm.
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