DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING IN THE FEIGNIES ROOM ON MONDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM
_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:    Chairman:                 Cllr Grice.



Councillors:               Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Kemp, Mrs Price. 
IN ATTENDANCE:                         Neil Grocock [Clerk].

10/7009
Apologies

· There were no apologies, all members of the committee being present.

· Cllr Grice commented that it was nice to see a full house for an F & GP meeting.

10/7010           Declarations of Interest

· There were no declarations of interest.
10/7011
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 16 November 2009 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.

10/7012
Matters Arising

· [10/7003] The Clerk had circulated copies of his correspondence with the Valuation Office Agency, culminating in notice of a review of the Council’s rates, which would take two months to complete.

· [10/7003] The Clerk reported that Stephen Lennard [KPFA] was still investigating the reasons behind the substantial increase in the shared water rates, and that he was trying to arrange for a representative of Severn Trent Water to visit the site.

10/7013
Audit

a) Internal Audit 2009/10 – Interim Report

· A copy of the internal auditor’s report, following the first of three visits, had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· The overall conclusion [“No matters have come to light that need to be brought to the Council’s attention”] was NOTED.

· The Clerk reported that the auditor had commented verbally on the need to document the Council’s relationship with the self-employed groundsman carefully, so as to make it clear that he was not, and did not need to be classified as, an employee.

b) Review of Internal Control

c) Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit

· The Clerk’s reviews of internal control and the effectiveness of internal audit, the latter incorporating the 2009/10 audit plan, had been circulated prior to the meeting 

– see Appendix 1.

· The relevant documents were APPROVED, with no amendments considered necessary to Financial Regulations at this stage.

10/7014
Accounts – Months 7 & 8

· Management accounts for the seven months ended 31.10.09 and the eight months ended 30.11.09 had been circulated prior to the meeting, together with a covering note from the Clerk.

· The Clerk handed out 2009/10 full-year projections based on the Month 8 actuals – see Appendix 2; he commented that there were still some areas of uncertainty regarding the projections, notably:

· Payroll costs: still to be firmed up following the resignation of Doreen Orr.

· Income from hire fees: the Bookings Clerk, Barbara Garthwaite, had produced some figures comparing the current to the previous year, but there was no obvious pattern and it was difficult to establish whether the substantial surplus against phased budget as at 30.11.09 was part of an ongoing trend; also, a regular hirer had been lost with effect from 1.12.09. 

· There were no questions.

10/7015
Expenditure for Approval

· Red telephone kiosk:

· With regard to the Planning committee’s decision to adopt the kiosk at Main Street/Nottingham Road [10/1938 7.12.09], the Clerk pointed out that, whilst the cost was nominally only £1, there would be other costs, notably £269 to disconnect the power supply.

· Cllr Mrs Abbey reported that the Village in Bloom group had undertaken to take care of the maintenance of the kiosk, but that it did not have the wherewithal to pay the initial costs.

· Cllr Grice queried what would happen if the Village in Bloom group folded; would the Council be able to dispose of the kiosk if need be?

· Cllr Barton suggested that, in view of its position in the Conservation Area, this would probably not be possible.

· Cllr Erwin expressed concern regarding vandalism.

· After further discussion, it was AGREED that the Council should adopt the kiosk and pay the initial costs.

· The Clerk commented that, with the deadline approaching, he was having technical problems with the BT website [the only means of adopting a kiosk]; he was hoping that the Council’s IT support team would be able to resolve this issue in time.

· Burial Ground car park:

· Further to the Full Council meeting on 30.11.09 [10/7982], Cllr Kemp reported, on behalf of the Burial Ground advisory committee, that a firm price for the additional work was still to be obtained, the prospective contractor having failed to keep an appointment onsite.

· Cllr Mrs Price expressed disappointment that the committee had been misinformed regarding the overall costs involved at the meeting on 16.11.09 [10/7001].

· Plants/Shrubs at Play Area:

· The Clerk reported that he had received an email from David Roos [Village in Bloom] regarding the new plants and shrubs outside the Nottingham Road play area, and enquiring whether the groundsman could maintain them.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the committee would consider paying the cost of maintenance if a suitable proposal was put forward by Village in Bloom.

10/7016
Risk Management

· The report from the November skatepark/trials-bike course RoSPA inspection had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· On behalf of the Ultrawheelz Management group, Cllr Barton reported that there were only minor issues which needed to be attended to.

10/7017
2010/11 Budget/Reserves Policy

· The Clerk pointed out that he would be preparing the final draft of the budget and the precept leaflet for approval at the meeting on 11.1.10; in the meantime, he suggested that the committee might like to consider whether any changes in the Council’s reserves policy might be necessary, and whether there might be ways of controlling additional spending: he pointed out that, whilst many items of additional expenditure [i.e. expenditure outside the revenue budget] were for relatively modest amounts, the total of additional expenditure could be considerable, as witnessed by the total for the current year.

· As regards the budget, Cllr Mrs Abbey reported that the Nature Reserve Management group had been making enquiries regarding higher level stewardship and the availability of grants for stock fencing etc; £200 would secure specialist assistance in completing a very complex bid form, and increasing the 2010/11 budget for the Nature Reserve to £1k would cover this.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the Nature Reserve budget for 2010/11 should be increased to £1k.

10/7018
Legal Matters

a) Platt Lane – Ownership of Buildings

· The Clerk had circulated copies of recent correspondence between the Parish Council’s solicitor and Notts County Council Legal Services; he reported that, as far as he was aware, the solicitor was currently awaiting a further response from the County Council.

· Cllr Mrs Price undertook to raise this issue at the Platt Lane JMC meeting on 16.12.09; the Clerk suggested that the question of a business plan for the existing buildings on completion of the new clubhouse also needed to be raised [Full Council minutes 30.11.09 10/7986e].

b) Old Play Area

· The latest draft of the proposed agreement between the KPFA and South Wolds school had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Subject to correction of a number of minor errors, the document was APPROVED.

c) New Play Area Lease

· The Clerk reported that County/Borough Cllr John Cottee was looking into the delay in respect of the lease.

10/7019 
Administrative Issues

· The Clerk reminded the committee that the Council office would be closed from 24.12.09 to 3.1.10 inclusive.

· The Clerk and Cllr Grice updated the committee on forthcoming enhancements to the office telephone system.

10/7020
Correspondence

· The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Letter from Notts County Council offering free bagged salt – delivery underway.

· RCVS funding sheet for December 2009; the Clerk pointed out that he had also sent a copy to Trevor Dobson [Village Plan Development Group].

10/7021
Staff/Contractual Issues

· The Clerk updated the committee on the latest developments in respect of Maggie Roberts’ contractual hours; he commented that it may yet be necessary to make further changes.

10/7022
Next Meeting

· Next meeting: 11.1.10.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 

at approximately 8.10pm.
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