DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 30th NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM.

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Boote [Parish/Borough],     Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Grant, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Mather, Pinder, Roos, Mrs Oakley. 

Staff: 
Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Maggie Roberts [Secretary].

Also Present:         
Borough Cllr Sam Boote and County/Borough Cllr Cottee.

Before the meeting commenced, Cllr Grice read out a card from Mrs Doreen Orr thanking the Council for the gift on her retirement as Secretary to the Parish Council.

10/7976
Apologies

· Apologies were received from: Cllrs Jodie Elsom and Mrs Janice Price.  

10/7977
Declarations of Interest

· No interests were declared.

10/7978
New Member – Declaration of Acceptance of Office
· Cllr Grice welcomed Hazel Mather as a new Council member, and she completed and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

10/7979
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 19 October 2009 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true copy.

10/7980
Matters Arising

· There were no matters arising.

10/7981
Correspondence

The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Letter re County Council 2010/11 budget proposals [closing date for comments: 22.1.10].

· Friends of Keyworth Leisure Centre – autumn update.

· Keyworth Show flyer – appeal for help.

· Old Play Area – progress report.

· Letter re Bridleway Creation Notice.

· Letter re Community Car Scheme.

10/7982
Proposal re Burial Ground Car Park
· F & GP minutes 16.11.09 [10/7001] also refer; two estimates [for the excavation, removal of soil and stoning surface of the proposed area which could accommodate 11 – 12 cars] had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

· Cllr Pinder recommended that the cheaper estimate [£4360] was the one which should be accepted; he also pointed out that, if the work was started in the current financial year, the excavated soil could be ploughed back into the wildflower meadow site, thus saving a further cost for removal.  

· Cllr Pinder added that, contrary to his comments at the above-mentioned F & GP meeting,  this was not the full extent of the Burial Ground advisory committee’s spending plans in respect of the car park: planning conditions stipulated that the site would have to have a section of metal road and a gate, and some landscaping would be necessary: total additional costs up to £5k; the exact amounts to be firmed up prior to the F & GP meeting on 14.12.09.

· The Clerk suggested that, if the work covered by the above-mentioned estimate would commit the Council to additional work in due course, there was little point in the Council voting on anything other than the entire project, albeit that the total cost would need to be confirmed at the next F & GP meeting.

· Cllr Erwin commented that he thought the expenditure was totally unjustified, the present parking provision being perfectly adequate.  

· Cllr Mrs Boote suggested that a gated car park was necessary to deter travellers, and to indicate that the site was not public land.  

· Cllr Heeley suggested that it would provide good access to the wildlife meadow, and added that an initially grandiose scheme had now been reduced to bare minimum cost.

· After due discussion, the project was APPROVED subject to confirmation of overall cost at the F & GP meeting on 14.12.09.

· Cllr Erwin requested that it be placed on record that he had voted against.

10/7983
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements

· A schedule of payments, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix 1.

b) F & GP Minutes dated 16.11.09

· The report dated 16.11.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
c) Precept 2010/11

· F & GP minutes dated 16.11.09 [10/7003] refer: proposal from the F & GP committee that the precept for 2010/11 should be reduced by 1% as compared to 2009/10.

· The Clerk had circulated the following items prior to the meeting:

· Full-year projections for 2009/10 – see Appendix 2.

· Draft revenue budget for 2010/11 – see Appendix 3.

· The Clerk pointed out that, due to the additional costs now apparent in respect of the Burial Ground car park project, approximately £5k needed to be added to the expenditure totals in the 2009/10 projections.

· Cllr Grice commented that the F & GP committee wanted to “do something for the residents”, and that he felt a 1% reduction in the precept was affordable and would send out the right message.

· Cllr Roos wished it to be noted that he felt the contributions to the KPFA and Platt Lane JMC were excessive, given that many of the users of the relevant facilities were from outside the Parish.

· The Clerk suggested that, in making a decision, the Council needed to take the following factors into account:

· The surplus reserves likely to be carried forward into 2010/11: the projections circulated gave an indication of the inroads likely to be made into these during 2009/10.

· The ‘margin’ in the 2010/11 budget, i.e. the amount of the precept left over for additional spending after allowing for net revenue expenditure.

· The likely level of additional expenditure in 2010/11 [compare 2009/10 projections].

· Cllr Grice conceded that stricter control of additional expenditure would be required, and that it might be necessary to defer expenditure in some cases.

· After due consideration, it was AGREED that the 2010/11 precept should be reduced by 1% as compared to 2009/10.

· Standing Order 10 having been invoked, the details of the vote are recorded as follows:

· Those in favour: Cllrs Grice, Mrs Chmara, Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote, Barton, Mrs Cane, Grant, Heeley, Mrs Mather, Mrs Oakley, Pinder, Erwin, Roos.

· Those against: None.

· Abstention:  Cllr Kemp.

10/7984
Planning – Minutes dated 9.11.09

· The report dated 9.11.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.

· Cllr Abbey informed the meeting that she had received a suggestion for the red telephone box from Village in Bloom which would be discussed at the next Planning meeting on 7.12.09; she clarified that the telephone box would be used without any telephony and all glass removed.  

10/7985
Village Development Liaison Committee:

a) Minutes dated 23.11.09

The report dated 23.11.09 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
b) Chairman’s Report

· Cllr Grice reported as follows:

· Cllr Grice elected chairman of the committee and Cllr Mrs Chmara elected vice chairman.

· First meeting largely administrative in nature; no proposals for the Parish Council from the Village Plan Development group.

· The heading ‘responsibility’ in the various action plans to be replaced by ‘stakeholders’.

· Cllr Heeley commented that there appeared to be a lot of work in progress by the various theme forums behind the scenes.

· Cllr Grice added that the idea of nominating an outside funding ‘supremo’ was under consideration.

10/7986
Reports From:

a) Amenities Advisory Committee

· Cllr Roos reported as follows:

· Thanks to Cllr Mrs Oakley and Alan Wilkins for all their hard work on getting the Christmas Lights project up and running this year; hope everyone will come and enjoy Friday’s celebrations.

· Hog Roast to be held again, in March 2010, after proving such a success this year.

· Skatepark – Ultrawheelz re-established with two new members.

· Two new benches in the Square.

· Play Area – new planting to take place this weekend.

· Cllr Grice reminded the committee that litter and dog waste, both mentioned in the Village Plan, are part of its remit.

· Cllr Grice also queried whether the idea of paying to have the play area gates locked and unlocked had been abandoned [F & GP 13.7.09 10/6955 refers]; Cllr Roos responded that a decision on this was still pending.

b) Burial Ground Advisory Committee

· Cllr Kemp had no further issues to report.

c) Village Hall Advisory Committee

Cllr Grice reported as follows:

· Dramatic Society willing to pay for new stage lighting, but not the cost of the electrical work; further discussions pending.

· Watching brief being kept on car park drainage.

· Green Room to be new temporary venue for the Keyworth Advice Centre.

· Hire Fees to remain the same for 2010/11, but could be reviewed if necessary.

· Footpaths [Centenary Lounge to scout hut and car park to memorial gates] to be resurfaced.

· Health & safety review: outstanding issues dealt with.

· No large expenditure envisaged for 2010/11, except possibly new PA system.

d) KPFA Representatives

· In the absence of Cllr Price, Cllr Grant commented briefly on the last meeting.  

e) Platt Lane JMC Representatives

· Nothing to report.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that there would be another meeting in December, and reiterated his comments from the last Full Council meeting [10/7975a]:

As regards Platt Lane JMC, Cllr Grice commented that there appeared to be no plans for the existing buildings when the new clubhouse is built, and suggested that the Council’s representatives on the JMC should follow up on this.

10/7987
Business in Keyworth – Discussion led by Cllr Grant
· Cllr Grant reported that he had been visiting businesses in Keyworth to gather opinions on how they felt the Parish Council could help support them, especially in the current economic climate.

· Cllr Heeley commented that, as discussed at the Village Development Liaison meeting on 23.11.09, a Business Directory was being developed and would be suitable to put on to the Council website; also mentioned at the meeting was that there seemed little interest in a Business Forum.

· There followed a general discussion on what could help businesses in the area:  parking difficulties in and around the Square seemed to be a major stumbling block.

· Cllr Heeley pointed out that retail outlets were not the only businesses in Keyworth, and that many operated from home; he suggested that networking and signposting [e.g. towards funding opportunities] would help.

· Cllr Grice asked Councillors to think about the question of helping local businesses  and send any suggestions to Cllr Grant who should, in turn, liaise with the Village Plan Business theme forum.

10/7988
Questions

a) For Representatives on Outside Bodies
· Further to his comments at the last meeting, Cllr Grice reiterated that minutes from outside bodies’ meetings were still not being sent to the Parish Council and those involved should take immediate action to rectify the situation.

b) For Borough/County Councillors

· Cllr Roos stated that he felt the Borough Council must meet the demands of  parking enforcement.

· Cllr Sam Boote reported that the Borough Council’s cross-party members’ panel on parking unanimously recommended two-hour short stay parking for seven of the twenty-seven spaces in the Church Drive car park (behind Budgens); however, the Borough Council's cabinet overturned this recommendation and decided to give preference to all-day parking by teachers and pupils at South Wolds school, hence no improvement for shoppers wanting to use this shoppers' car park.
· Cllr Cottee pointed out that, whilst the working group that Cllr Boote was on did, in fact, report as Cllr Boote had stated, this recommendation then went to the Community Development Group, and that committee’s recommendation was to remove the restrictions on the Council car park at the rear of Budgens that the working group recommended; this then went to cabinet and they agreed with the Community Development Group.

· Cllr Grice asked Cllr Sam Boote about proposals for charging for collection of green bins: Cllr Boote admitted that it was a proposal under consideration by Rushcliffe Borough Council to save money. Cllr Grice stated that, in his opinion, this was a bad idea as it would most likely lead to an increase in fly-tipping of garden rubbish and other such consequences.
c) From Residents

There were no questions.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at approximately 9.00pm.
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