DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING IN THE FEIGNIES ROOM ON MONDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 2010 AT 7.30PM
_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:    Chairman:                 Cllr Grice.



Councillors:               Mrs Abbey, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Kemp, Mrs Price. 
IN ATTENDANCE:                         Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Cllr Mrs Oakley.

10/7035
Apologies

· Apologies were received from: Cllr Barton; Borough/County Cllr Cottee.

10/7036           Declarations of Interest

· There were no declarations of interest.
10/7037
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 11 January 2010 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.

10/7038
Matters Arising

· [10/7029 11.1.10] The Clerk reported that the precept notification and the precept leaflet had been submitted to the Borough Council on 19.1.10.

· [10/7012 14.12.09] The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Valuation Office Agency, apologising for delays in completion of the rate review due to a large influx of enquiries.

· [10/7013a 14.12.09] The Clerk reported that the internal auditor had made his second visit on 4.2.10; the interim report resulting from the visit had been received earlier in the day; it would be circulated prior to the meeting on 22.3.10 but, in the meantime, there were no concerns.

10/7039
Accounts

· Management accounts for the nine months ended 31.12.09 had been circulated prior to the meeting, along with a covering note from the Clerk and projections for the full financial year.

· The Clerk reiterated that a substantial budget surplus in respect of net revenue expenditure now looked very likely due to:
· Reduced payroll costs.

· Saving on rates.

· Saving on Xmas lights [electrical work].

· Increased income from hire fees.

· The Clerk added that, on the other hand, the surplus was likely to be more than offset by unbudgeted capital &/or additional expenditure.

· There were no questions.

10/7040
Expenditure for Approval

· A quotation [£3684] for work required on the Burial Ground car park had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· A further quotation [£725], for gates, was handed out, together with a summary of overall expenditure totalling £5k.
· After due consideration, both quotations were APPROVED.
· Cllr Kemp pointed out that it might be possible to obtain a cheaper quotation in respect of the gates, and asked the Clerk to defer placing an order for the time being.
· Cllr Kemp confirmed that there was no need to delay placing an order for the other work, and that, whilst there were some planning formalities to be taken care of, there was no need to delay any of the work pending completion of those formalities.
10/7041
Risk Management

· A risk assessment for the Nature Reserve, drawn up by Cllr Pinder and circulated prior to the meeting, was NOTED.

· Advice/guidance from the Council’s insurers regarding gritting and clearance of footpaths during icy weather had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· AGREED that, in practice, there was no reason for the Council to make any special arrangement for combating snow and ice, beyond the occasional gritting of the Village Hall car park which is already carried out by the groundsman.

10/7042
Review of Asset Register

· An updated asset register had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· The updated register was APPROVED – see Appendix.

10/7043
Legal Matters

a) Platt Lane – County Council/KUCFC Lease

· Further to the Full Council meeting on 18.1.10 [10/7992], the Clerk reported that he had not received a draft of the revised lease &/or heads of terms; County/Borough Cllr Cottee was chasing this up.

· In the circumstances, after due consideration, the committee AGREED that it would be prepared to consent to extending the term of the lease from 25 to around 27 years, provided the new lease is otherwise not significantly different from the lease to which the Council consented in 2005 [Full Council 17.10.05 06/7419].

b) Platt Lane – Ownership of Buildings

· The Clerk reported that the County Council had still not responded to the Parish Council’s solicitor’s email dated 18.11.09; he had spoken earlier in the day to the solicitor who had subsequently written to Rebecca Coldicott, the new head of the County Council Property Department.

· The Clerk pointed out that legal costs were beginning to escalate, albeit that this had initially seemed to be a relatively simple issue requiring a straightforward answer from the County Council to a straightforward question; the question of ownership might, however, prove to be a matter of some importance in the context of the future of the buildings once the new clubhouse was in place.

c) Old Play Area

· The Clerk reported that John Dring [KPFA] was liaising with the County Council, trying to ascertain whether an amendment of the wording of the draft agreement would be possible, to allay concerns which the school had regarding its insurance position.

d) New Play Area Lease

· A draft lease, drawn up by Notts County Council and back-dated to 16.6.08, had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· The Clerk pointed out that the lease was outside the terms of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1954, and that the Parish Council accordingly did not have security of tenure, but that this was as previously agreed [F & GP 3.3.08 08/6752].

· The Clerk also pointed out that, having been back-dated, the lease was slightly out of sync with the agreement entered into with the Borough Council in respect of the play area [09/6896 19.1.09].

· After due consideration, the draft lease was APPROVED subject to the possibility being explored that the dates &/or term might be amended to coincide with the term of the agreement with the Borough Council.

· It was also AGREED that there was no need to consult the Council’s solicitor regarding the lease.

e) Playing Field Covenant

· The Clerk reported that, at an extraordinary meeting on 3.2.10, the Parochial Church Council had apparently approved the proposals for Sunday sport drawn up by the KPFA; it now remained for the Diocesan Authority to contact the Parish Council with a view to completing the legal formalities.

10/7044
Meetings 2010/11

· A provisional schedule of meetings for 2010/11, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED subject to final approval by Full Council at the Annual Parish Council meeting in May.

10/7045 
Administrative Issues

· AGREED that, in 2010, the Council office should be closed on December 24th, 29th, 30th and 31st, i.e. including bank holidays, the office would be closed from 24.12.10 to 4.1.11 inclusive.

Watering of Floral Displays [Hanging Baskets]

· Further to Cllr Grice’s queries/comments at the Full Council meetings on 21.9.09 [10/7959a] and 18.1.10 [10/7999a], Cllr Mrs Price reported that she had made various enquiries, but had not found an alternative contractor who was willing to carry out this work &/or was significantly cheaper that the contractor engaged by the Council in 2009; she added that the watering needed to be carried out twice weekly regardless of the weather, and sometimes more frequently.

· Cllr Grice commented that the amount charged in 2009 equated to an hourly rate in the region of £20, which he felt was excessive.

· Cllr Mrs Price pointed out that the work was carried out at unsocial hours.

· Cllr Grice suggested that the people of Keyworth would be unhappy with expenditure of this magnitude, and that, if a cheaper alternative could not be found, then this surely brought into question whether the Council should be providing hanging baskets.

· The Clerk suggested that it was surely too late to be considering a change of policy in this respect for 2010, floral displays having already been provided for in the Council’s overall budget.

· Cllr Erwin stated that, in his opinion, the Council was paying the going rate.

· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the Council should continue to use the contractor who carried out the watering in 2009.

· Cllr Grice stated that he wanted it recorded that he objected strongly to this level of expenditure.

10/7046
Correspondence

· The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Rushcliffe CVS Funding Sheet – February 2010: details of various sources of outside funding [copy also forwarded to Village Plan Development group].

· National Training Strategy Survey.

10/7047
Staff/Contractual Issues

· The Clerk reported that he had been discussing a number of staffing issues with Cllrs Grice and Mrs Chmara; the outcome of these discussions would be reported at a future meeting. Pending the outcome of the discussions, it was AGREED that any decision regarding a permanent contract for Maggie Roberts should be deferred.

· The Clerk reported that Doreen Orr, the former Council Secretary, would be prepared to work for the Council on an ‘as and when’ basis in case of need, in the same way that Bill Carlson had before he moved to Devon. It was AGREED that this would be in order.

10/7048
Next Meeting

· Next meeting: 22.3.10. The Clerk reminded the committee that this meeting was scheduled to start at 7.00pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 

at approximately 8.20pm.
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