DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 8TH  MARCH 2010 AT 7.30PM.

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Cllr Barton, Mrs Boote [Parish/Borough], Mrs Cane, Mrs Chmara, Cllrs Erwin, Grant, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Mather, Mrs Price and Cllr Pinder.

Staff: 
Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Maggie Roberts [Secretary].

Also Present:         
Borough Cllr Sam Boote, County/Borough Cllr Cottee, Borough Cllr Evans; Elizabeth Bennett and Alex Demetriou [Transition Keyworth]; one member of the public.
10/8000
Apologies

· Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Oakley.  
10/8001
Presentation re Transition Keyworth
· Councillors had been given a brochure on Transition Keyworth. Elizabeth Bennett and Alex Demetriou representing the Transition Keyworth group were present at the meeting.  Alex Demetriou elected to present the group and its aims.  
· The main aim of the group is to bring communities together in an effort to make a difference at local level on how to better use dwindling resources, the major resource being oil and how to make the transition to ecological sustainability.
· The group feels that Keyworth is an ideal size of village for such change. Among other things it has already become involved with the Village Plan group, has a website and advertises in the Keyworth News and has a regular stall at the Keyworth Show.
· Their future initiatives are the Abundance Scheme which aims to invite residents to identify their fruit trees and harvest any surplus, set up workshops to process the fruit i.e. jam making, in order to distribute within the community. Possibly a Farmers Market, a bio-digester and land share are all initiatives under consideration.
· They already have the support of Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Sustainability Officer.
· Mr Demetriou thanked the Parish Council for its time and hoped Transition Keyworth could rely on its support.
· Cllr Erwin asked Mr Demetriou to define “support” in this context.
· Mr Demetriou responded that this might include use of premises [especially kitchens], advice on, for example, planning issues, or simply general endorsement.
· Cllr Grice enquired whether rooms would be required for meetings, in which case the Council might be prepared to ‘donate’ rooms subject to availability; Mr Demetriou replied that meetings were currently held at people’s houses, but meeting rooms might be needed in the future.
· Elizabeth Bennett commented that, whilst funding might be needed for particular projects at some time in the future, the main idea at this stage was simply to make Transition Keyworth known to the Parish Council, and to start an ongoing dialogue which she hoped would develop into a similar relationship to the one between Transition Keyworth and the Village Plan Development group.
· Cllr Grice suggested that Cllr Heeley should ensure that the activities of Transition Keyworth were publicised on the Council website.
· Cllr Erwin pointed out that there were currently vacancies on the Parish Council: had Ms Bennett or Mr Demetriou considered applying for co-option?
· Cllr Kemp added that there would, in effect, be seventeen vacancies in 2011 at the time of the next election.
· Cllr Grice suggested that representatives of Transition Keyworth would be welcome to attend meetings of the Council’s Village Development Liaison committee if they so wished.
10/8002
Declarations of Interest

· Cllrs Grice & Pinder declared interests in 10/8006a [below], and signed the interests book.
10/8003
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 18.01.10 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.
10/8004
Matters Arising

The following items has been circulated prior to the meeting:

· [10/7997] Parking Enforcement Figures – Email from Borough Cllr Sam Boote.  Cllr Erwin commented that he thought the figures were most unsatisfactory.  Cllr Barton said he would contact Rushcliffe Borough Council and put forward the view that if more parking tickets were issued it might be more of a deterrent.

· [10/7994] ‘Notts Parish Council Precepts Rise up to 35%’ - article in Nottingham Evening Post with quote from Cllr Grice; Council Tax 2010/11 – Tax Rate Calculations – Figures received from Rushcliffe Borough Council; Council Tax 2010/11 – Rushcliffe Parishes – comparative figures for all Parishes in Rushcliffe.

Cllr Grice also mentioned the following points:

· [10/7992] The Parochial Church Council has agreed to the playing field covenant being amended permanently, and not temporarily as previously envisaged. This development was NOTED with only Cllr Heeley expressing some reservations.
· [10/7992] The Clerk had confirmed with Keyworth United’s solicitor that the Parish Council would be happy to consent to an increase in the term of the County Council/Keyworth United lease on the understanding that the lease would otherwise be unchanged.  Cllr Grice asked Cllr John Cottee if everything was going ahead.  Cllr Cottee confirmed that it was, but it would take until August to complete formalities.

· [10/7996] The interviews for applicants for Council vacancies had been postponed due to illness, until 23.3.10. 
· [10/7996] Cllr Grice asked Cllr Mrs Mather if she would add a few details about herself to accompany her photograph on the Council website.  Cllr Mrs Mather undertook to do this.

· [10/7999d] Cllr Heeley handed round a draft copy of the leaflet publicising the Annual Parish Meeting. 
10/8005
Correspondence

The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Core Strategy Exhibition  - Notice re Exhibition to be held at the Parochial Hall on 25.3.10; Cllr Grice drew particular attention to this.
· Letter re Emergency Planning Event - Details circulated by email 10.2.10. It had since become apparent that there would be a similar event in Rushcliffe [see Town and Parish Council newsletter below].  

Cllrs were asked by Cllr Grice to think about attending the event in Rushcliffe on 25.5.10, the venue to be confirmed.

· Rushcliffe Town & Parish Council Newsletter – February 2010  

· Choice Based Letting Event – details of joint Broxtowe/Gedling/Rushcliffe Borough Council consultation/event.

· Keyworth Show – Volunteers Required.

Cllr Grice asked Cllr Heeley if he could put something in the newsletter to encourage volunteers.

· Allotments – Letter from Tony Axford [also submitted to the Keyworth News] and notes re proposals [not from the Parish Council] for allotments at Croft Road; two emails and one letter in support of Tony Axford’s letter.

Cllr Boote queried whether the public was aware that an alternative site [at Croft Road] for new allotments had been mooted.  Cllr Grice commented that he thought the Council should wait and see whether there was any further support for Tony Axford’s letter.

· Email re Skatepark – email from Jane Gracey re closure of BMX track.

· Email re Road Signs – correspondence with Michael Neal.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to ask Cllr Cottee if he had had any communication from Michael Neal about the road signs.  Cllr Cottee informed the meeting that he was waiting for a reply from Highways.

Meeting reconvened.

· Email re Play Area from Trevor Dobson.

· Letter from BGS re temporary withdrawal of BGS conference hall facility.

· County/Parish/Town Council Event – notes from meeting on 10.12.09.

· Speed Statistics – received from Trevor Dobson (Village Plan Transport Forum).

· Robin Hood Month – letter from Notts County Council.

· Selby Lane Development – email from Cllr Debbie Boote.

Cllr Debbie Boote informed the meeting that there has been interest in this site from certain parties either for commercial, retail or housing development.  
Cllr Grice reported that the Clerk had been approached by an independent consultant who wished to arrange a meeting between Parish Councillors and his as yet unnamed client to discuss development proposals for the site in question.  Cllrs Grice, Mrs Boote, Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Price and Mrs Cane indicated that they would like to attend the meeting: provisional date: 17.3.10 [in the Feignes Room, preferably early evening].  The Clerk undertook to firm up the details as soon as possible.

10/8006
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements 

· A schedule of payments and reimbursements, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix.

b) F & GP Minutes dated 8.2.10

· The report dated 8.2.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
10/8007
Planning

a) Planning Minutes dated 25.1.10

· The report dated 25.1.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.

Cllr Abbey informed meeting that the new heritage plaque was now completed and news on the funding awaited.

b) Planning Minutes dated 22.2.10

· The report dated 22.2.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED. 

[10/1955e] Development Framework Core Strategy.  Cllr Mrs Abbey had been corresponding with Trevor Dobson [Village Plan Development group] who was suggesting a joint meeting to discuss what views each group would be submitting.  Cllr Mrs Abbey commented that the Council was perhaps more constrained by planning considerations than other community groups might be.
[10/1958] Conservation Area.  Cllr Mrs Abbey reported on the proposed extension of the Conservation Area, and  Keyworth and District Local History Society’s approach to English Heritage for the proposed listing of certain buildings; there were no objections to this;  however, Cllr Erwin felt that it was important that owners of any proposed buildings should be contacted first to seek their views as listing can be potentially onerous to property owners.  Cllr Barton confirmed that this would be done.

Cllr Abbey reported, following an extraordinary meeting of the Planning committee earlier in the evening, that an application for a revised scheme for an access road on land north of Bunny Lane had been objected to due to inappropriate infringement on Green Belt land.

10/8008
Village Development Liaison Committee

a) Minutes dated 1.3.10.

· The report dated 1.3.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.
b) Chairman’s Report

· Cllr Grice invited questions.
· There were no questions.
10/8009
Proposal re Burial Ground Phase 3 
· Cllr Kemp reported that the existing graves and cremation plots would probably be used up in a year’s time. The undertakers had confirmed that they could make use of Phase 3 from the existing Burial Ground entrance. It was intended to enable direct access to be possible directly from the new car park in the future. The new plots would now be measured by the metric system and there would be roughly 100 plots in Phase 3.  

· In response to a query from the Clerk, Cllr Kemp confirmed that there were no plans to establish a children’s area as such.

10/8010
Gritting/Salt Bins in Keyworth 
· Four emails and one letter on this issue from residents had been circulated prior to the meeting,

· Cllr Barton reported that he had noted the correspondence received and that he had talked to County Hall. When this season was over, he hoped for agreement to place bins in new locations, especially those sites on steep inclines; it would be the County Council’s responsibility to keep the bins topped up.  
· Cllr Mrs Cane remarked that Nicker Hill needed more gritting at such times.  

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders: Cllr Cottee informed the meeting that the County Council will be reviewing roads in the area e.g. Fairway and Manor Road: there might be no need for the Parish Council to finance new bins.
Meeting reconvened.

10/8011
Reports From Advisory Committees

a) Amenities 

· Cllr Barton reported that all was quiet at present.  Regarding the forthcoming Hog Roast there was a need to try and sell more tickets and to try and find volunteers to help with the evening.

· Cllr Cane asked what was being done about the surface of the Play Area which was very shabby and an eyesore.  Cllr Barton said he was looking into alternative surfaces but Cllr Price pointed out that grass was a condition laid down by Rushcliffe Borough Council as it was environmentally better.  It was generally agreed that a good re-seeding should take place.
· It was NOTED, as reported by Cllr Grice, that he had cancelled the arrangements made by Cllr Mrs Oakley for watering of hanging baskets in favour of a cheaper and more satisfactory alternative.
b) Burial Ground 
· Cllr Kemp informed the meeting that all the proposed works were well under way.

c) Village Hall 
· Cllr Grice reported that there had been no meeting.  The Clerk would be contacting suppliers regarding the new sound system.

· Cllr Erwin asked Cllr Grice if there had been any energy saving surveys done on the Village Hall.  Cllr Grice said there had not, but added that the new lighting in the main hall and entrance lobby was, in any case, of the energy-efficient variety; it was felt that to replace all the other lighting with energy-saving lighting would be very costly.

10/8012
Meetings 2010/11 
A provisional schedule, circulated prior to the meeting, was NOTED.

10/8013
Questions:

a) For Borough/County Councillors
· There was a further discussion regarding the development site on Selby Lane [see 10/8005 above].
b) From Residents

· Elizabeth  Bennett thanked the Council again for their time and said she and her group could possibly help with the re-seeding of the play area.  

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at approximately 8.40pm.
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