DRAFT

MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING IN THE FEIGNIES ROOM ON MONDAY, 22 MARCH 2010 AT 7.00PM
_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:    Chairman:                 Cllr Grice.



Councillors:               Mrs Abbey, Barton, Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Kemp. 
IN ATTENDANCE:                         Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Cllr Mrs Oakley [late arrival].
10/7049
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Price.
10/7050           Declarations of Interest

· There were no declarations of interest.
10/7051
Minutes

· The minutes of the meeting on 8 February 2010 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.
10/7052
Matters Arising
· [10/7040] Cllr Kemp reported that there might, in fact, be a problem in respect of planning consent for the Burial Ground car park insofar as the Borough Council was querying whether the work on the car park had started before the original planning permission expired; he was confident that it had, but needed evidence. The Clerk undertook to go back through the records.
· [10/7038] A letter had been circulated prior to the meeting, informing the Council that the rateable value of the Village Hall complex had been increased to £7k [previously £6.7k]  following the recent review.
10/7053
Accounts
· Management accounts for the ten months ended 31.1.10  and the eleven months ended 28.2.10 had been circulated prior to the meeting, along with a covering note from the Clerk and projections for the full financial year.
· There were no questions.
10/7054
Expenditure for Approval
Floral Displays

· The following quotations had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Hanging baskets - £25 per basket for 75/85 baskets [say, £2k for 80 baskets].
· Watering - £1.50 per water per basket [say, £3k in total for 80 baskets watered 25 times].
· Cllr Mrs Chmara read out a note from Cllr Mrs Price who had concerns regarding the change of contractor for the watering [F & GP minutes 8.2.10 10/7045; Full Council minutes 10/8011a].

· Cllr Price’s views were noted, but it was AGREED that the committee needed only to endorse the change of contractor by approving the relevant quotation.

· Both quotations were APPROVED.
Donation
· A letter, received from Nottingham Army Cadet Force, requesting funding towards the purchase of instruments and uniforms, had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that the relevant detachment had several young people from Keyworth amongst its members.
· Cllr Erwin suggested that it would not be appropriate to make a donation.

· Cllr Kemp suggested that any donation should be for a nominal amount.

· The Clerk pointed out that there was only £88 remaining in the grants & donations budget for the current financial year.

· After due consideration, it was AGREED that a donation of £100 should be made from the 2009/10 grants & donations budget.

Hog Roast 
· AGREED that costs in the region of £550 [including £440 in respect of the band] should be written off following the cancellation of the hog roast due to lack of support.
10/7055
Internal Audit – Interim Report
· The internal auditor’s second interim report had been circulated prior to the meeting, and it was NOTED that: “no matters have come to light that need to be brought to the Council’s attention”.
10/7056
Risk Management
a) Review of Risk Assessment
· An overall review of risk assessment, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED         – see  Appendix 1.

b) Insurance

· The Clerk reported that he was yet to hear from the insurance broker regarding possible alternative cover [F & GP minutes 16.11.09 (10/7002b) refer].
c) Other Issues

· Risk assessments for cleaners, handyman and office staff , circulated prior to the meeting, were reviewed and APPROVED, no amendments being considered necessary – see Appendix 2.
10/7057
Legal Matters
a) Platt Lane – Ownership of Buildings

· The Clerk reported that, as far as he was aware, the Parish Council’s solicitor had not received a response to his letter dated 8.2.10 to Rebecca Coldicott at Notts County Council [10/7043], or indeed his email dated 18.11.09 to Susan Ball.
· The Clerk queried whether the committee wanted to pursue this matter further, bearing in mind that solicitors’ fees were mounting up, or whether it would be prepared to simply rely on the solicitor’s view that the Parish Council is not the owner of the buildings.

· Cllr Grice undertook to have a word with County/Borough Cllr Cottee about this situation, but asked the Clerk to email Cllr Cottee in the meantime.
· The Clerk reported that, according to the treasurer, some 66% of the £8k users’ income included in the 2010/11 Platt Lane budget was from Keyworth United; presumably much of this income would be lost once the new clubhouse was in place.
b) Old Play Area

· The final draft of the agreement between the KPFA and South Wolds Community school, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED.

· The Clerk reported that the County Council’s fee for drawing up the agreement was likely to be in the region of £500, of which the KPFA would pay 50%.
Cllr Mrs Oakley arrived at the meeting at this point.
c) New Play Area Lease

· The lease and a declaration in respect of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1954, copies of which had been circulated prior to the meeting, were APPROVED for signature by the Clerk on the Parish Council’s behalf.

· As agreed at the previous meeting, the Clerk had enquired whether the County Council would be prepared to amend the date &/or term of the lease so as to coincide with the agreement entered into with the Borough Council, but the County Council had declined to do so on grounds of cost. After due discussion, it was AGREED that there was no point in pursuing this matter any further.
· The Clerk pointed out that, contrary to what was agreed at the last meeting, it would, in fact, be necessary to involve the Parish Council’s solicitor as the County Council required the declaration in respect of the Landlord & Tenant Act to be witnessed by a solicitor.
d) Playing Field Covenant
· A copy of the Clerk’s letter dated 5.3.10 to the Southwell & Nottingham Diocesan Board of Finance had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· The Clerk reported that legal fees were not expected to exceed £1.5k which would be split 50/50 with the KPFA.
· The Clerk added that the first Sunday cricket fixture was scheduled for 6.6.10.

e) Platt Lane – County Council/KUCFC Lease

· The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Clerk’s correspondence with Keyworth United CFC’s solicitor.

· Draft deed of surrender.

· Draft new lease.

· The draft deed and new lease were APPROVED.
10/7058
Review of Regulations
· The Clerk pointed out that it was customary to review standing orders and financial regulations at this time of year, but recommended that any such review should be deferred pending receipt of new guidelines which were on order from NALC – AGREED.
10/7059 
Administrative Issues
a) Review of Smoking Policy
· A copy of the Council’s smoking policy, circulated prior to the meeting, was reviewed and APPROVED, no amendments being considered necessary – see Appendix 3.
b) Other Administrative Issues
· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk should write to the organisers of the Keyworth Quiz outlining the following changes in Council policy in respect of the Quiz with effect from 2011:
· Council’s financial contribution to be restricted to a pre-arranged grant, plus waiving hire fees.

· Parish Council to have no administrative involvement.

10/7060
Correspondence
· The Clerk had circulated a copy of a letter confirming the Notts County Council grounds maintenance charge for 2010/11 [deducted from the KPFA grant]; he commented that this was somewhat higher than in previous years, but that John Dring [KPFA] had been in touch with the County Council, and was satisfied that the charge was reasonable.
10/7061
Staff/Contractual Issues

· A NALC employment briefing [‘Local Government Pay 2010/11’ – no national pay award proposed], circulated prior to the meeting, was NOTED.
· Cllr Grice reported briefly on talks which he and Cllr Mrs Chmara had been having with the Clerk regarding staffing issues; it was AGREED that there should be an informal meeting in the near future to discuss the way forward.
10/7062
Next Meeting

· Next meeting: 24.5.10; Cllrs Barton and Mrs Chmara gave their apologies in advance.
· AGREED that the dates of the F & GP and Full Council meetings, originally scheduled for 28.6.10 and 5.7.10 respectively, should be switched, so as to allow the annual return to be approved by Full Council prior to the 30.6.10 deadline.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting 
at approximately 7.55pm.
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