DRAFT


MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

IN THE CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 28TH JUNE  2010 AT 7.30PM.

PRESENT:  

Chairman:


Cllr Grice.
Parish Councillors: 
Mrs Abbey, Mrs Boote [Parish/Borough],  Mrs Chmara, Erwin, Heeley, Kemp, Mrs Mather, Pinder.

Staff: 
Neil Grocock [Clerk]; Maggie Roberts [Secretary].

Borough/County 
Sam Boote [Borough], John Cottee [Borough/County].

Councillors:


Members of the Public:
None.

11/8046
Apologies

· Apologies had been received from: Cllr Mrs Price, Cllr Mrs Oakley, Cllr Ms Kingdom, Cllr Barton, Cllr Grant and Cllr Mrs Cane; Borough Cllr Evans, and Borough/County Cllr Cottee [possible late arrival – arrived 7.40pm].
11/8047
Declarations of Interest
· There were no declarations of interest.

11/8048
Minutes

· The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 10 May 2010 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a true record.
11/8049

Matters Arising

None.

11/8050
Correspondence
The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· Letter from Notts County Council re Severe Winter Weather:

· Response drafted by Cllr Barton APPROVED; to be submitted by the Clerk, in the absence of Cllr Barton, in advance of the 30.6.10 deadline, and copied to County/Borough Cllr Cottee.

· Cllr Heeley enquired whether locations of salt bins should be specified but, after due discussion, it was AGREED that there was no need at this stage.

County/Borough Cllr Cottee arrived at the meeting at this point.

· Letter from Notts County Council re Delivery of Local Services:

· Cllr Heeley suggested that the idea of responsibility for some services being devolved to the Parish Council was worth looking into; if a business case could be made, it might be possible to raise quality.

· Cllr Grice commented that money and availability of equipment were the main considerations.

· Cllr Erwin suggested that, in some circumstances, devolution could simply amount to passing the buck.

· Standing Orders were Suspended. Cllr Cottee said that the budgets for the local services would be devolved, so it was possible that Parish Councils could get ‘more for their money’ Meeting reconvened.
· After due discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk should request more information on this issue.

· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Small Environmental Improvement Schemes/Parish Planting & Landscaping Scheme:

· Cllr Grice asked whether any of the Council’s committees would be interested in these schemes.  

· It was suggested that David Roos of  Keyworth in Bloom might be interested; the Clerk to forward details on.

· Email from Notts County Council re Transport Strategy:

· A copy of this email had been forwarded to Trevor Dobson of the Village Plan Transport Forum – AGREED that it was best dealt with by the forum.

These other items of correspondence were NOTED:

· Letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council re Parish Summer Sports Offer:

· Cricket tickets ordered; details of other offers forwarded to KPFA.

· Letter from Notts County Council re Draft Library Service Contribution Policy Consultation – already discussed by Planning committee.

· Letter from Chief Inspector McDonald re Neighbourhood Alert System.

· RCVS Funding Sheet – June 2010: details of various outside funding opportunities. 

· NALC ‘Communications Toolkit’ for local Councils.

· Information re ‘Allotment Waiting Lists in England 2010’.

11/8051
Finance
a) Schedule of Payments 

· A schedule of payments, circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED – see Appendix.

b) F & GP Minutes dated 24 May 2010

· The report dated 24 May 2010 was ADOPTED and the recommendations contained therein APPROVED.
· Cllr Grice reported that the playing field covenant legalities were underway, but unlikely to be completed in time for cricket this summer.

· Cllr Pinder commented that the cricket club was understood to be looking for a ground of its own in the longer term.

· In response to a question from Cllr Heeley, Cllr Grice reiterated that the amendments to the covenant had no bearing on the sale of alcohol in the Village Hall on Sundays.

c) Statement of Accounts 2009/10
· The statement of accounts, a copy of which had been circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED and signed by the Clerk and Cllr Grice.

d) Annual Return 2009/10
The Annual Return, a copy of which had been circulated prior to the meeting, was APPROVED and signed by the Clerk and Cllr Grice.

11/8052
Planning

a) Minutes of Meeting dated 17.5.10

· The report dated 17.5.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED. 

b) Minutes of Meeting dated 14.6.10
· The report dated 14.6.10 was ADOPTED and the recommendations therein APPROVED.
· Cllr Grice reported that the red telephone kiosk on Main Street was now officially owned by the Parish Council, and queried which committee or group would be responsible for its maintenance and liaison with Keyworth in Bloom as to how it would be used.

· AGREED that these responsibilities should be delegated to the Amenities advisory committee.

11/8053
Reports 

a) From Amenities Advisory Committee

· In the absence of Cllr Barton, Cllr Mrs Mather reported as follows:

· Thanks to Cllr Pinder for his work whilst on the committee and welcome to Cllr Sheila Kingdom in his place.

· Hanging baskets all now all in situ with the addition of three new sites on lamp posts.  A licence from the County Council for these new sites has been sought retrospectively.  

· Christmas Lights – a letter has been sent out to establish which businesses require trees this year.  An invoice will follow in July.  The switch-on this year will comprise a mini market of five charity stalls around the Square [no licence required if on pavement], a children’s choir, musicians from South Wolds, mulled wine and mince pies, and Father Christmas.  In future years, the committee hopes for a large tree with lights situated on the island as a centrepiece.

· New Play Area – currently still closed due to problems with the reseeding.  It is hoped it may be reopened after July 11th.  The locking and unlocking continues to be a problem, as only Alan Wilkins [village handyman] and one other volunteer are available at present. The vandalised maze is to be removed for repair.  

· Skatepark – removal of the BMX track is expected within the next two weeks.  The heavy rains and BGS contractors’ mud caused a problem with the skating surfaces.  George Bowick of BGS has been contacted and steps to rectify the situation are in hand.

b) Burial Ground Advisory Committee 
· Cllr Kemp reported as follows:

· Annual safety inspection had taken place and identified several loose headstones; advice received suggests that they are not the property of the Parish Council. The Clerk pointed out that this issue was on the agenda for the next Finance & General Purposes meeting.

· Flower Meadow now to be managed by the Nature Reserve Management group - NOTED.

· Next burial would be the first in Phase 3.

· Cllr Grice queried why the car park was still locked, and suggested that the Parish Council would be a laughing stock. After due discussion, it was AGREED that it should be opened once the barbed wire on the fence was removed.  

· Cllr Pinder voiced concern over leaving the car park open overnight, in case of travellers.  Cllr Grice suggested that the gates, locked or unlocked, would afford little or no deterrent, and queried, in any case, who would be prepared to lock and unlock the gates on a daily basis.

c) Nature Reserve Management Group
· Cllr Mrs Abbey reported as follows:
· Open Day on 16th May with about twenty visitors; numbers quite low, but Cllr Pinder pointed out that grant aiders were in favour such events.  
· The next meeting 17.9.10.
· Cllr Pinder added that preparation of the ground for the wildflower meadow had been started; sterile base needed for seeding around end of July or possibly next Spring; seed donated by the National Wildlife Trust.  
d) Village Hall Advisory Committee
· Cllr Grice reported as follows:

·  House on Elm Avenue  flooded during recent heavy rain; run-off from the car park a possible cause; no drainage from the field or car park, and drains may be needed; if so, this would be a very costly exercise; expert advice being sought.

· Plans for improvements to the bar may have to be put on hold.

· New PA system in the Village Hall being installed today; should be completed by Tuesday.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that photographs of the Village Hall [interior and exterior] had been posted on the Council website, and encouraged other committees to showcase their endeavours by submitting photographs, for example: hanging baskets, skatepark, play area.  

11/8054
Village Plan Transport Forum Proposals
· Proposals had been circulated prior to the meeting.

· Cllr Grice pointed out that this issue should already have been discussed by the Village Development Liaison committee, but the meeting due to take place on 7th June had been postponed at the behest of the Village Plan Development group.

· Businesses in the village had been asked whether deliveries could be made at the rear in order to alleviate traffic congestion.  It was understood that there is no legal requirement for this.

· Cllr Heeley queried whether it would be a good idea to print a comprehensive bus timetable for all the buses in Keyworth as suggested.  Cllrs Erwin and Mrs Chmara did suggested that there was no real need for this as bus timetables were available, for example, in the library and also the Parish Council offices, and were very comprehensive; timetables could also be found on websites. 

11/8055
Emergency Planning – Feedback from Parish/Town Council Forum
· Cllr Grice reported that he and the Clerk had attended this meeting, and found it very interesting.  He added that Bunny and Plumtree Parish Councils had expressed an interest in putting together a combined plan with Keyworth, and pointed out that, in the meantime, there was no legal requirement for a plan, and therefore no particular urgency.

· Cllr Heeley suggested that a plan should be put together as soon as possible, on the basis that one never knows what might be around the corner.

11/8056
Tesco Proposal
· The following items had been circulated prior to the meeting:

· All letters and emails received from residents, including emails re fly posting and graffiti.

· Recent article re ‘No’ campaign petition.

· Recent Tesco media release.

· Report from Borough Cllr Sam Boote.

· Cllr Grice invited Borough Cllr Sam Boote to update the Council, and Suspended Standing Orders.
· Cllr Boote said there was nothing new to report since writing his report for this meeting.  The ‘No to Tesco’ flyers had been taken down, and the graffiti at the Selby Lane site had been removed.

· He reiterated that an application for outline planning permission was expected in early July.

· Meeting reconvened.

11/8057
Questions:

a) For Borough/County Councillors
· Cllr Grice commented that there had been complaints regarding the vegetable stall at The Plough on Selby Lane.  Cllr Mrs Boote explained that the stall does require planning permission, but, in the meantime, could continue trading.  

· Concerning the Regional Spatial Strategy,  Borough Cllr Sam Boote commented that the new government’s ending of ‘top down’ planning, and its implications for Rushcliffe were not clear yet: the Borough Council will introduce an interim strategy of a build of 400 homes per year for the next 14 years, which it is hoped will deter developers.

· Borough Cllr Sam Boote reported that the former Co-op store was up for sale, and added that he would try to find out whether there was any more information on what type of business might be replacing it.

· Cllr Mrs Chmara commented that Notts buses were still waiting outside the Church and causing an obstruction. Cllr Grice responded that he had spoken to the owner of the company, who had promised to stop the drivers from waiting there;  he added that, if anyone knew of this not being the case, they should let him know.

· Cllr Heeley asked Cllr Cottee how Keyworth Parish Council compared to other Parish Councils in his experience. Cllr Cottee responded that he thought Keyworth was now more businesslike than many, although comparisons were difficult, as some Parish Councils were very small in comparison.

· Cllr Pinder commented on the possible purchase of the Twin Lakes [probably by a community association]: the County Council Local Improvement Initiative Scheme was a possible source of funding.

b) From Residents

· Not applicable.  

Cllr Grice, on behalf of the Council, congratulated Cllr Cottee on his forthcoming marriage.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at approximately 8.45 pm.
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