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MINUTES OF KEYWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
CENTENARY LOUNGE ON MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2017 AT 7.00PM. 

 

 
PRESENT:   
 
Chairman:   Cllr Grice.   
 
Parish Councillors:  Armour, Chmara, Clarke, Fitzgerald, Kemp, Millband, Miller, 

Oakley, Seller, Valentine, Watts, Wells.   
     
Staff:  Debbie Cooke (Clerk), Neil Grocock (Finance Officer). The 

meeting was minuted by Debbie Cooke.   
         
Also present: Borough/County Cllr Cottee; Borough Cllr Inglis. 
 
18/8686 Apologies 
 
 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Caven-Atack and Takel.    
 
18/8687            Declarations of Interest 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.   
 
18/8688 New Council Members 
 
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office/Code of Conduct 
 
 Cllrs Clarke and Miller signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office including an 

undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct.   
 
b) Notification of Interests 
 
 Cllr Clarke handed a completed Notification of Interests form to the Clerk, to be 

forwarded to the Monitoring Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council. Cllr Miller undertook 
to return the completed form to the Clerk as soon as possible. 

 
18/8689 Minutes dated 6.11.17 
 
 The minutes of the meeting on 6.11.17 were APPROVED and signed by Cllr Grice as a 

true record.    
 
18/8690 Matters Arising 
 
 (18/8679) Christmas Lights Switch on: Cllr Millband reported that the event had been 

well planned, and there had been a good turnout. She proposed that a similar event 
should take place each year, and requested a £250 contingency fund for each year. Cllr 
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Grice stated that this would need to be included in the 2018/19 budget. The Finance 
Officer commented that he had included £700 (the same as the Council’s 2017 
contribution) in the provisional budget, and queried whether the £250 was an additional 
requirement. Cllrs Millband and Grice confirmed that £250 would suffice as the total 
requirement for 2018. 
 

Cllr Fitzgerald arrived at the meeting at this point. 
 
 (18/8679) Car Park Drainage: Cllr Grice reported that the works had begun during the 

last week, and were well on the way to being completed.   
 
 (18/8683) Activity Park: Cllr Grice reported that works were underway to remove the 

existing gabions, panels and shelter, and to install new fencing. 
 
18/8691 Correspondence 
 
 The following items had been included in the briefing notes for the meeting: 

 

 Memo from Cllr Seller on behalf of the Parochial Church Council re Peace Garden – 
NOTED: Cllr Grice questioned whether the Council should need permission from the PCC 
before installing the Peace Garden, and commented that he had been disappointed to 
read the memo. He further suggested that it might be a good idea for some Parish 
Councillors to attend the next PCC meeting in January. 

 

 Email and letter from Nottinghamshire County Council Community & Voluntary Sector 
Team re Local Improvement Scheme – NOTED. 

 

 Email from Nottinghamshire County Council re Broadband – NOTED. 
 

 Minutes of 71st NALC AGM, 2016 – NOTED. 
 

 72nd NALC Annual Report, 2017 – NOTED. 
 

 Email from resident re dog fouling – NOTED: Cllr Grice stated that Cllr Millband would be 
placing another poster in the Keyworth News on this subject. The Finance Officer 
offered to upload the poster onto the Council website if Cllr Millband would email him a 
copy. Cllr Millband commented that residents should also report any incidents to 
Streetwise. 

 

 Additional email from resident re dog fouling – NOTED: Cllr Fitzgerald proposed the 
installation of additional signage on the Rectory Field. After due discussion the proposal 
was APPROVED, with the Facilities Manager to be tasked to undertake this. 

 

 Email from resident re poor state of pathways near Brookview Drive – NOTED: Cllr 
Cottee undertook to look into this, if he could be forwarded a copy of the relevant 
correspondence. 
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18/8692 Finance 
 
a) Schedule of Payments/Reimbursements 

 
 A schedule of payments, included in the briefing notes for the meeting, was APPROVED 

– see Appendix 1.   
 
b) Minutes dated 27.11.17 
 
 The minutes of the Finance & Risk meeting on 27.11.17 were NOTED and the decisions 

therein APPROVED.    
 

c) Finance & Risk Committee – Revised Terms of Reference 
 
 The revised Terms of Reference, included in the briefing notes for the meeting, were 

APPROVED – see Appendix 2.      
 
d) Provisional Budget 2018/19 

 
 A provisional budget had been included in the briefing notes for the meeting. 

 
 Cllr Grice commented that, following discussions at its meeting on 27.11.17 (18/7695e), 

the Finance & Risk committee was recommending a 2% increase in the precept. An 
increase in the council tax base having subsequently been announced, the precept 
increase would result in the Parish Council portion of the council tax increasing by 1.6% 
to £66.60 for a Band D property. 

 
 After due consideration, the Finance & Risk committee’s recommendation was 

APPROVED in principle subject to a final decision at the meeting on 22.1.18. 
 
18/8693 Planning 
 
a) Minutes dated 13.11.17 
 
 The minutes of the meeting on 13.11.17 were NOTED and the decisions therein 

APPROVED.    
 

a) Minutes of extraordinary meeting dated 4.12.17 
 

 The minutes of the extraordinary meeting on 4.12.17 were NOTED and the decisions 
therein APPROVED.    

 
18/8694 Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 Cllr Seller (Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee) reported as follows: 

 

 The consultation by Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC) was completed in October 
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 RBC have appointed an Independent Examiner and he 

o Is satisfied that all appropriate documents have been produced 

o Expects to have his draft report completed in 4-6 weeks 

o Will visit the village BUT he must NOT be approached to discuss the plan 

o Doesn’t expect to hold any meetings. 

o Once his report is completed RBC will review the findings and keep us 

informed 

 We remain on course for the public referendum to take place in 2018 

 The Advisory Committee met on 16th November and the minutes are available on the 

Parish Council website. There were no items of significance to report. 

 The Advisory Committee is to meet Miller Homes and their new planning consultants 

(at their request) on Wednesday 13th December to hear their current views on the 

development of the Platt Lane/Station Road housing site. 

 Cllr Grice reported that a letter from the independent examiner appointed by Rushcliffe 
Borough Council had been posted on the Parish Council website.  

 
18/8695 Update from Platt Lane Joint Management Committee 
 
 Cllr Seller (Vice Chair, Platt Lane Management Committee) reported as follows: 
 
The management committee is working towards establishing a new community organisation 
that Nottinghamshire County Council & Keyworth Parish Council can “gift” the land and 
buildings to, so that the long term development of the site can be planned and funded from 
a range of sources. 
 
The management committee has commissioned and taken delivery of a detailed feasibility 
study, created with help from specialist professional advisors, which lays out in some detail 
the developments that the committee and key users wish to see take place. It is expected 
that this study will be shared with the Parish Council in the New Year. 
 
The plan is set out in several phases, the first being the opportunity to gain several hundred 
thousand pounds from the Football Association and others to substantially fund the 
installation of a 3rd Generation synthetic football pitch that could be in place by the end of 
2018. This asset then will help to enable the subsequent phases so that the community could 
benefit from over £2 million worth of investment on the site in the medium term. 
 
Securing these funds will require clear support from the community as a whole, including a 
degree of financial help. For example, our schools, existing and potential users of the site 
and of course the Parish Council. The management committee has been cautious in its 
spending over the last two years so that we have a fighting fund to contribute; both 
Keyworth Cricket Club and Keyworth United Community Football Club, as the biggest users, 
are also active in securing funds to contribute. A proposal for how the Parish Council could 
contribute will be made when the detailed feasibility plan is presented. Over the next 5 years 
term it is believed that Parish Council contributions could be switched from maintenance 
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support to capital grants to help secure, by demonstrating local commitment, the much 
larger grants from the major national sport funding bodies. 
 
Currently the management committee is investigating the best form for the new 
organisation to take so that we can move forward at a good pace and ideally avoid the use 
of funds on paying VAT on the developments, as the committee feel that community assets 
should not have to pay this tax.  
 
 Borough/County Cllr Cottee also reported as follows: 
 
The facilities at Platt Lane have reached capacity for football and cricket with 24 cricket 
teams and 30 Football Teams next season.  
 
The Platt Lane Management Committee have an opportunity to bid to the Football 
Foundation (FA) for a 3G Artificial Pitch which will create more capacity for the site and we 
have used a company called LK2 from Lincoln to produce a feasibility study for us which we 
have presented to the Football Foundation .  
 
A Playing Pitch Strategy for Rushcliffe has been produced by Rushcliffe Borough Council 
which identifies that Keyworth is in most need for a 3G pitch in Rushcliffe. The project cost 
maybe in the region of £650K plus vat and we are working to put a business case together as 
a follow up document for the FA. 
 
I know that the Parish Council supports Platt Lane but we are required by funders to ask if 
the Parish Council would front the bid so we can get the VAT back as funders do not like to 
fund VAT. 
 
Platt Lane Management Committee are taking advice on VAT to see what other options are 
open to us. 
 
We would like to come back to the Parish Council in the future along with our advisers to 
present to the council our business case and also to refer to the VAT issue as well. 
  

 As regards the Parish Council fronting a bid or project in order to claim back VAT, the 
Finance Officer commented that the Council would be well advised to take specialist 
advice before doing so; when a similar proposal had been made several years ago, the 
Council had been advised against. 

 
18/8696 Vacancies 
 
a) Council Vacancy 
 
 Following the resignation of Cllr Cane, it was AGREED that: 
 

 The Council should co-opt a replacement.    
 

 The vacancy to be advertised in the January 2018 edition of the Keyworth News. 
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 The interview panel to consist of Cllrs Grice, Armour and Fitzgerald. 
 

 The deadline for applications to be 31st January 2018. 
 
b) Committee/Group Vacancies 
 
 Following the resignation of Cllr Cane, vacancies had been left on the Planning 

committee and on the Village Hall group. After due discussion the following was 
AGREED: 

 

 Cllr Grice to replace Cllr Cane on the Village Hall group 

 Cllr Miller to replace Cllr Cane on the Planning committee. 
 
In addition: 
 

 Cllr Clarke to replace both Cllr Fitzgerald on the Play Area group, and Cllr Watts on 
the Skatepark group. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting  

at approximately 7.45pm. 


