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MINUTES OF KEYWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD BY VIDEOCONFERENCE ON 
MONDAY 19th APRIL 2021 AT 7.00PM 

 

 
PRESENT:   
 
Chair:   Cllr Armour 
 
Parish Councillors: Atack, Bell, Butler, Clarke, Kemp, Lowe, Millband, Oakley, Takel, 

Tuttey, Watts 
 
Also present:   Borough/County Councillors Cottee, Edyvean and Inglis, two  

members of the public, Michelle Law (Clerical Officer), Emma  
Tillyard (Clerk), who minuted the meeting 

 
1. Chair’s Welcome 
 
Cllr Tamsin Armour welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
 
Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllrs Grice and Wells. 
 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 Annual Parish Meeting 
 
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on 15th April 2019 were APPROVED to be signed 
by Cllr Armour as a true record as soon as possible.  It was NOTED that no Annual Parish 
Meeting was held in 2020 due to COVID (face to face meetings not allowed, technology not 
yet in place for remote meetings.  Temporary legislation allowed this meeting to be missed 
in 2020). 
 
4. Chair’s Report on Parish Council Activities 2020/21 
 
Cllr Armour highlighted the following from the full report which is available on the Parish 
Council website (www.keyworthparishcouncil.org/chairmans-report) or can be obtained 
from the Council office: 
 
Overview 
 
This has been a year like no other. COVID-19 has completely changed, perhaps for ever, the 
way we all live, work and communicate. For the Parish Council this has impacted on how we 
hold meetings, the focus of our activities, the use of our facilities and the links and 
communications we have across the village and beyond. The most impressive and rewarding 
feature of the last year for me, has been the way residents of Keyworth have pulled together 
and organised themselves into a support network, extending throughout the village and 
operating at street-level. With initial support from a team within the Parish Council, to call 
for volunteers and identify those in need, this very quickly became self-supporting. We 
developed a phone buddy system to help combat loneliness, especially during the winter 
months. From this, and linking to other groups across Keyworth, has grown 
www.keyworth.org a resource for our village into the future.  
 

http://www.keyworth.org/
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After cancelling a couple of meetings whilst the office worked hard to ensure all Councillors 
and members of the public were able to access Teams meetings, we moved to online 
meetings. This has remained our mechanism for all meetings, whether in lockdown or not, 
for the past year. Most Council events and activities using our facilities have had to be 
cancelled during the past year and this has had a consequence for our income from hiring 
fees. However, many positives are also emerging. In particular I wanted to highlight 
partnerships with groups working to support those in need, via foodbanks, mental health 
awareness and support for young people, via sport, exercise, and other activities. These 
initiatives and programmes would not be possible without the dedication of the organisers, 
often volunteers, and I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive ‘Thank you’ on 
behalf of myself and the Parish Council, to all those who have given their time and energy to 
help others through the last year. You have been amazing and Keyworth is a safer and better 
place to live thanks to your wonderful teamwork.  
 
As well as supporting those in need, there have been several initiatives to improve our 
environment, increasing eco-friendliness and sustainability. These include planting trees, 
supported by our Tree Wardens and the Tree Council ‘Trees for Schools’ programme; the 
first Community Eco Market held in Keyworth; new signage for Keyworth Meadow and 
regular litter picking by volunteers of all ages across the village and surrounding areas. We 
have also seen extensive development at sites across the village, and whilst this provides 
new housing, there has been damage, especially to trees and hedgerows. I have held 
meetings alongside other Councillors, with developers and service providers, to ensure our 
priorities and concerns are heard. As a Council, we have adopted a planning considerations 
policy that aims to limit ‘infilling’ and consequent destruction of the hedges and green 
spaces that contribute to the rural nature of the village and provide valuable habitats for 
birds, hedgehogs and other wildlife. On a personal note, I have absolutely loved the 
opportunity to explore local footpaths and the surrounding woodlands and countryside, that 
lockdown has afforded me.  
 
Looking towards the future, I will continue to work with RBC and our Borough and County 
Councillors, to reduce the negative impact of new developments on our beautiful 
surroundings. Working with Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Group (RNCSIG), I have helped 
write The Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy and associated Action Plan for the next 5 
years, which have now been adopted by RBC. This includes building and strengthening the 
focus on Biodiversity Net Gain and ensuring environmental priorities are factored into 
development across the Borough. Going forwards I am keen to grow the excellent work of 
those across the village and wider, who seek to protect and preserve our wonderful 
countryside and extend and enhance our green, eco-friendly and sustainable ways of 
working and living, so that the natural world can continue to delight and sustain us into the 
future.  
 
Plans and Priorities for 2021/22 
 
In my view, the Parish Council’s most important priorities in 2021/22 will be: 
▪ To continue to support those in need across Keyworth, in particular looking to focus on 

those who have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This will include continuing 
to ensure food and other essentials are available, finding ways to support those in 
financial hardship, and ensuring mental health guidance and support are accessible to all 
those who may need it. 

▪ To work with RBC and planning enforcement to ensure that the housing developers stick 
to their planning conditions and are held to account if any are breached. In particular, 
this will be important in maintaining road and pedestrian safety where development 
work is ongoing and making good any damage to pavements, verges and hedgerows. 
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▪ To work with residents and local groups to continue to enhance our environment, 
finding ways to reduce litter, dog fouling, vandalism and ways to enhance and protect 
the wildlife in and around the village. 

▪ To work with sports leaders, schools, clubs and other local groups, to create an inclusive 
and accessible activity and wellbeing framework, linking Parish Council facilities with 
developments at Platt Lane, and other venues, providing sports, exercise and 
recreational opportunities for all.  

 
5. Questions from residents  
 
The following questions had been received prior to the meeting: 

 
1. Why are the Archers the only people who have had to leave Platt Lane, because spoil soil 

is tipped over the Archers shooting range. Why is the soil not being tipped on the Golf 
Course.   
 
County Councillor J Cottee replied that it would cost too much to remove the spoil at 
this time, and that the spoil may be needed later on for cricket wickets and football 
pitches.  The spoil cannot be tipped on the golf course as this is private land.  The 
Archers have been offered alternative space free of charge.   

 
2. Why is it the Archers who have had to leave the village because the Academy won’t 

make its mind up about letting the sports hall as they have in the past.   
 
It was advised that this is a question for the Academy.   

 
3. Why have the doctors taken on responsibility for other practices when it can take weeks 

to get an appointment. When will the doctors start to work the same as all others in the 
country.  They obviously can not cope with the village as it is without all the extra houses 
being built. 
 
It was advised that this is a question for the medical practice. 
 

The following question was asked during the meeting: 
 
4. Is it possible for the parish council to proactively do something about potential antisocial 

behaviour which tends to occur over the Summer months in the village? 
 
Cllr Grice advised that he is in liaison with Positive Futures and local police.  Cllr Inglis 
advised that it is important for antisocial behaviour to be reported to the police so that 
resources can be allocated accordingly. 

 
 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at approximately 7.45pm 
 
 


