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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

1.0 INTRODUCTION
PGLA have been commissioned by BPUD Ltd to provide a Landscape and Visual
Appraisal that analyses the potential impacts of five strategy options for future
housing in keyworth, Nottinghamshire. This study will consider the effects on
the landscape character and visual amenity in regard to the different options for
providing allocated areas for development around Keyworth.
Keyworth is located within Nottinghamshire, approximately six miles from
Nottingham. Land designated as Green Belt surrounds Keyworth on all boundaries
to the settlement.
This study appraises the potential effects on the Landscape Character and visual
amenity as a result of each option set out by BPUD LTD in preparation for the
Neighbourhood Plan. It analyses the existing condition of the landscape character
and also identifies the locations from where the proposed possible housing sites
are likely to be visible. This document also identifies any appropriate measures to
mitigate any effects.
2.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
The following documents have been reviewed as part of our desktop study, which
assists in setting the context for the assessment:
•

Greater Nottingham Landscape Character Assessment, June 2009 By TEP for
Nottinghamshire County Council.

Keyworth is located within the Greater Nottingham Regional Character Areas of
the South Nottinghamshire Wolds and South Nottinghamshire Farmlands. See
figure 1.
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WOLDS
This character area is a broad area of low hills which extend to the Soar Valley
thinning out to a series of hills in the north.
Key Characteristics:
• Small red brick and pantile roofed villages interconnected by narrow winding
country lanes;
• Larger commuter settlements with residential estates on their fringes and
small older centres within the northern and western parts of the region;
• Narrow lanes bordered by hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees;
Hedgerows are mostly hawthorn, most are well maintained and intact
although around arable fields their condition is more variable;
• Extensive areas of continuous pasture and arable farming;
• Well defined and recognisable pattern of hedged fields and woodland;
• Medium to large scale regular and semi-irregular field pattern, this is less
distinctive in arable fields; older smaller field patterns are present in pastoral
fields close to village fringes;
• Broad-leaved woodland is variable across the area and ranges in size creating
areas of high and low enclosure;
• Hills characterised by large regular blocks of mature broad-leaved woodland,
scarp grasslands and pasture and long arable fields extend down the slopes;
• Pockets of wooded parkland provide an element of formality and enclosure
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•

within the landscape such as Stanford Hall and Kingston Hall;
Small streams notable through the presence of willows and riparian shrubs.

Guidelines and Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhance the broad-leaved character of existing woodlands;
Identify opportunities for new woodland planting on suitable sites;
Conserve the sparsely settled rural character of the landscape;
Conserve the traditional built form character and pattern of rural settlements;
Conserve all areas of permanent pasture particularly where present close to
villages and along streams;
Promote measures for conserving and enhancing the historic features such
as ridge and furrow;
Conserve the historic pattern of hedgerows along rural lanes;
Conserve the semi-irregular small to medium scale field pattern around
villages and medium to large scale field pattern throughout remainder of the
area;
Restore the traditional pastoral character and diversity of scarp grasslands;
Promote measures to enhance the semi-natural appearance of scarp
woodland;
Conserve the balance of woodland and farmland on scarp hills;
Conserve the riparian character of stream corridors through retention and
replanting of streamside trees and scrub;
Conserve willow pollards where present along stream corridors;
Conserve the character of village side pastoral landscapes; and
Promote measures for achieving a better integration of new and existing
development in the countryside.
Distinctive rural character and feeling of seclusion from urban centres;

SOUTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FARMLANDS
This is a large tract of fairly uniform gently rolling lowland land form between the
southern edge of Greater Nottingham and the urban fringes of Newark.
Key Characteristics:
• This is less developed than elsewhere in Nottinghamshire.
• The highest land is along the edge of the Trent Valley where a line of hills falls
sharply to the low-land of the Trent Washlands region;
• The land is dissected by streams in the north creating two prominent hills at
Wilford and Clifton
• Small nucleated settlements tend to be concentrated on traditionally high
mudstone ridges; there is a lack of built form on lower alluvium basins;
• Closer to Nottingham, villages have expanded considerably which exerts an
urbanising influence on the landscape;
• Arable farmland is predominant although pasture is present along some
stream margins, escarpment slopes and village fringes;
• Uniform sometimes monotonous character created by large tracts of arable
farmland with few other notable features;
• Strong pattern of medium to large-scale hedged fields with smaller village
side pasture;
• Hedgerows are of variable condition, they tend to be intact along lanes and
in pasture fields and less intact, smaller and often fragmented around arable
fields;
• Hedgerow trees are mostly ash with some oak and willow. Frequent young

•
•
•

lime and horse chestnut trees have been planted along roads and are a
notable feature;
General lack of woodland within the area with few hedgerow trees enables
open extensive views across the area;
Where present woodland tends to be small geometric plantations, the general
lack of woodland means these are prominent features;
Trees and woodland along fringes of villages creates an impression of higher
tree cover than actually exists; and Frequent overhead lines and pylons are
prominent vertical features, their scale emphasised by the lack of other
vertical structures such as woodland.

Guidelines and Recommendations
• Conserve and enhance the overall structure and traditional agricultural
character of the landscape;
• Conserve and strengthen the simple pattern of medium to large hedged fields;
• Identify opportunities for enhancing the structure and unity of the landscape
through new tree and woodland planting;
• Conserve the character and setting of village settlements;
• Promote measures for achieving better integration of new and existing
features in the countryside;
• Conserve the character of areas of pasture where present particularly along
village fringes;
• Conserve the remote undeveloped character of low-lying alluvium areas;
serve parkland where present and retain the character of parkland pasture
with frequent individual specimen trees;
• Conserve woodland; and Enhance visual unity between arable and pastoral
farming through small-scale woodland planting and, where appropriate, by
strengthening the traditional pattern of hedged fields
3.0 DRAFT POLICY ZONES
Draft Policy Zones (DPZ) have been identified in the Landscape character assessment
by TEP that make distinctions between recognisable patterns in the landscape.
The following is a summary of the DPZ descriptions relevant to Keyworth. During
this assessment consideration was given to individual elements such as built form,
land use, landform, vegetation, hydrology, views and aesthetic factors and the
interaction between them. The first part of making recommendations for each
DPZ was the assessment of landscape quality. This is a judgement regarding the
condition of landscape features combined with the strength of landscape character.
This is based on the combination of strength of character and landscape condition
The Draft Policy Zones around Keyworth are shown on figure 1.
NW04 COTGRAVE WOODED CLAY WOLDS
This is a gently undulating plateau, steep escarpment to the north and large
prominent blocks of conifer plantation woodland and arable fields.
Characteristic Features:
• Distinctive steep slopes present along the Watercourses flow through the
area and have a local influence on landform
• Rural character present across the area although there are views towards
urban edges of Keyworth, Cotgrave and properties on A606
• Land use is mostly arable although pockets of pasture are present around
village fringes

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Field pattern includes medium to large sized geometric field patterns. Much
of the enclosure is of modern origin but there are pockets of older enclosure
around Clipston and adjacent to the A46
Field boundaries are almost all hedgerows managed at a low height. They
comprise mostly hawthorn although blackthorn, field maple and hazel
are present in places. Around larger fields, hedgerows show some sign of
fragmentation and replacement with timber post and wire and stockproof
fencing
Woodland comprises two distinctive large plantations on high ground:
Clipston Wood and Cotgrave
Small linear belts and clumps of woodland are present along village fringes
and along watercourses.
Woodland on the escarpment is on higher ground and is prominent along the
northern fringes of this DPZ
Few hedgerow trees and low hedgerows provides a contrast between
enclosed woodland and open farmland
Large nucleated villages although their fringes are screened and filtered
by small linear blocks of woodland. Some villages are set on slightly higher
ground and are visible as a single line of individual properties dispersed
within trees
Views vary from short distance views enclosed by woodland to open views
over gently rolling land from higher ground. Views are rural in character,
although urban elements such as village fringes and the A46 reduce the sense
of seclusion and tranquillity

Condition
The landscape condition has been assessed as MODERATE. Features are generally
well maintained although there is evidence of fragmentation where fields have
expanded for intensive arable farming.
Landscape Strength
The character strength of the area has been assessed as is MODERATE. The area
has a rural character with arable farming and pockets of woodland as key features.
There is a minor amount of fragmentation where fields have expanded in the
south and north of the area and increases in urban elements and alterations to
roads exert an increasingly urbanising influence.
The overall landscape strategy is ENHANCE
Landscape Actions
Landscape features
• Conserve the older field patterns within the DPZ such as those reflecting open
systems and the irregular geometric patterns
• Encourage planting of small-scale broadleaved woodland along village
fringes
• Enhance the fringes of conifer plantations with belts of native locally
appropriate broadleaved woodland and woodland edge species
• Conserve the rural character with built form infrequent in views
• Conserve hedgerows and where present ensure that infill planting is
undertaken where gaps occur rather than infilling with fencing
• Conserve existing hedgerow trees and ensure that where over-mature or

•
•
•
•

•

senescent, a programme for replacement is undertaken. Species used should
be mainly ash with some oak
Conserve areas of permanent pasture to maintain the pastoral character on
the village fringes
Restore hedgerows and encourage planting of new hedgerow trees to provide
unity between more open arable land and the more enclosed woodland.
Enhance village fringes through woodland planting and maintaining the
appearance of dispersed development along the fringes
Conserve the dispersed nature and vernacular style of smaller villages
through restricting new development. Where this occurs development should
make a positive contribution to the local vernacular, scale and massing of the
village and not make built form more prominent within the wider landscape.
Encourage the use of red brick and pantile roofs within farmsteads, barns and
properties within villages

SN04 COTGRAVE AND TOLLERTON VILLAGE FARMLANDS
This area is characterised by very gently undulating landform with contrasting areas
of restored land. Large villages and farmsteads are frequent within a predominantly
arable landscape which has a uniform character. Fields are a mixture of medium
to large scale fields which are mostly of modern origin. Patterns of older enclosure
remain close to village fringes and to the south of Bingham where fields are smaller
and of irregular and semi-regular shape.
Characteristic Features:
• Gently undulating landform with localised steeper areas around watercourses
at Upper Saxondale and localised plateaus
• Rural character present across the area although there are frequent
urbanising elements providing a reminder of the proximity of built form such
as large villages, Nottingham, industry and large farm buildings
• Land use is mostly arable although pasture is common around village fringes
and along watercourses
• Fields are mostly medium to large in size and pattern includes predominantly
modern field patterns.
• Older enclosure is present around village fringes particularly around Tollerton
and larger tracts of fields reflecting open systems and semi-regular enclosure
to the south of Radcliffe on Trent
• Field boundaries are almost all hedgerows which are of variable condition,
along roads they are almost always intact but within fields there is evidence
of fragmentation.
• There is a relatively low level of woodland cover; concentrations around
Ruddington Country Park, Cotgrave Country Park, golf courses, settlements
and watercourses creates the impression of higher woodland cover than
actually exists
• Few hedgerow trees which tend to be present as small clusters along field
boundaries and along roads
• Frequent large nucleated commuter settlements such as Bingham, Radcliffe
on Trent, Ruddington and Cotgrave and smaller nucleated settlements at
Plumtree, Normanton on the Wolds and Tollerton.
• Long distance views towards the centre of Nottingham possible across
farmland and from high ground at Cotgrave Colliery
• Smaller villages often have belts of woodland along their fringes; woodland
along the railway limits views of Plumtree.
• Small areas of parkland to the north east of Tollerton and at Ruddington Hall;

•
•

wooded boundariesreduce their prominence in the landscape
Rising roofline present within smaller villages with prominent church spires
Frequent overhead line routes are prominent within the landscape

Condition
The landscape condition is MODERATE. There is evidence of hedgerow
fragmentation and in areas scrub encroachment and rough grassland due to a lack
of management. In other areas land is well managed.
Landscape Strength
Views are often over quite long distances due to the undulating landform and
low woodland cover. Views always contain urban features such as industry and
large villages with modern fringes. Farmsteads and large farm buildings are also
common. Views into the DPZ are from high ground such as Sharphill Wood and
higher land around Clipston.
The strength of character of the area is MODERATE. The area has a relatively
uniform character of arable fields with prominent village fringes. Urban elements
are frequent and exert a strong influence. Man-made elements and landform have
a localised influence on character.
The overall landscape strategy is ENHANCE.
Landscape Actions
Landscape features
• Conserve the older field patterns within the DPZ such as those reflecting open
systems and the semi-regular geometric patterns in the north.
• Enhance field boundaries through planting of new hedgerows and hedgerow
trees to reinforce field pattern Enhance the distribution of hedgerow trees
by encouraging planting of trees within hedgerows. Species used should be
mostly ash with some oak.
• Conserve areas of permanent pasture around village fringes Restore
hedgerows and encourage planting of new hedgerow trees to provide unity
between more open arable land and the more enclosed and wooded pasture
fields around village fringes
• Conserve and enhance roadside hedgerows through replanting and planting
new hedgerow trees such as ash or oak
• Enhance woodland cover within the DPZ ensuring where implemented it is
small copses, reflects surrounding field patterns and does not block longer
distance views
• Conserve and enhance the wetland fringes of the former Grantham Canal
• Enhance village fringes through planting small linear belts and copses to
break up the uniform nature of the urban edge particularly along the fringes
of larger commuter settlements such as Ratcliffe on Soar and Bingham
• Conserve the older cores of villages with red brick and pantile roofed
vernacular buildings
• Conserve the prominence of churches within village skylines
• Any developments along village fringes should encourage the use of red brick
and pantile roofs and make a positive.
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KEY
Existing Natural Greenspace
(Green infrastructure Strategy 2010
Greater Nottingham Landscape
Character Areas
South Nottinghamshire Farmlands
Nottinghamshire Wolds

NW04

Greater Nottingham Draft Policy Zones
NW04 - Cotgrave Wooded Clay Wolds
Strategy: ENHANCE

SN04

NW03 - Widmerpool Clay Wolds
Strategy: CONSERVE
SN04 - Cotgrave And Tollerton Village Farmlands
Strategy:ENHANCE
SN02 - Ruddington Alluvial Farmland
Strategy: ENHANCE AND RESTORE

SN02

NW03

Figure 1 - Greater Nottingham Landscape Character Areas and Draft Policy Zones
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4.0 STRATEGY ANALYSIS
The following pages assess each strategy in terms of existing landscape character and visual amenity and
what the potential impacts are likely to be for each option.

Rear gardens of dwellings
on Knicker Hill Road

Nottingham City Centre

STRATEGY 1A : EASTERN SUE
Strategy 1A primarily effects the north eastern settlement edge of Keyworth. Three main sites have been
allocated for housing with the introduction of large areas of Open Space/Park located adjacent to the new
settlement edge, see figure 2.
Existing Landscape character
The majority of the settlement of Keyworth is located within the Landscape Character Area Nottinghamshire
Wolds. This area is described as having extensive areas of continuous pasture and arable farming with a well
defined regular and semi-irregular field pattern of hedged fields and woodland. Older smaller field patterns
are present in pastoral fields close to village fringes.

S1A: View 1 - Public Footpath
Dwellings on Knicker Hill (existing Settlement edge)

The landscape existing character of this area concords with the description set out in the Landscape Character
Assessment; a strong grid like pattern of smaller fields lie adjacent to the eastern settlement boundary and
continue up to the train line where the field pattern becomes less rigid and of larger scale. Hedgerows and
a small number of hedgerow trees that mark field boundaries are visible crossing the landscape in views 1A: S1A: View 2 - Public Footpath to the east of Keyworth
View 1 and 1A: View 2. The hedgerows are generally dense and well maintained although a small number
have been left unmanaged and fragmented. Groups of trees and woodland are visible in the landscape,
particularly along watercourses and in close proximity to the settlement edge.
Impact on the landscape character
The proposed sites allocated for housing will result in the settlement edge being extended and agricultural
land being replaced with housing. Boundary hedgerows should be retained and improved to strengthen
the landscape character. Tree planting should be implemented around the settlement edge within areas
allocated for open space - a typical feature of this character area.
Existing Visual Amenity

S1A: View 3 - Public Footpath to the east of Keyworth

Long views can be gained in a north easterly direction from the settlement edge, looking over the gently
undulating landscape. The built up area of Nottingham city centre is visible in the background with other
areas of residential development dispersed among groups of trees and woodland. See 1A: View 2
Views of the rooflines and upper stories of dwellings on the existing north eastern settlement edge can be
gained - see 1A: View 2 and view 3.
Impacts on the Visual Amenity
The primary impact on visual amenity will be from the residents of Knicker Hill and Station Road. The existing S1A: View 4 - Knicker Hill
view from houses on the southern part of Knicker Hill may be impacted slightly but generally long views to
the surrounding countryside will be retained.
Possibly the highest visual impact would be from points in the middle of Knicker Hill where long views over
the surrounding countryside can be gained - see 1A: View 4. The proposed view would see new housing
adjacent to the road and long views restricted. The land falls away from the settlement edge therefore whilst
the views from existing houses on Knicker Hill will be restricted long views may still be gained from the upper
storeys of these properties. Views from Station Road will be impacted although the existing trees help to
create filtered views to the proposed housing. Landscape elements can be implemented on the edge of
and within the proposed development to help integrate the built form within the landscape and reduce the
S1A: View 5 - Public footpath off Platt Lane
impact when travelling along Knicker Hill and Station Road.
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Dwellings on Station Road
(Existing Settlement edge)
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OPTION 1a: EASTERN SUE
Common Map Key
Housing Allocation
Employment Allocation
Park / Open Space
Safeguarded Land
New Settlement Boundary

L

Leisure Hub

L

Proposed Leisure Hub
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Retail Hub
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Proposed Retail Hub
Enviromental Improvement Zone
Key Road Improvements
Junction Capacity Improvements

Figure 2 - Option 1A . Drawing by BPUD
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(Existing Western
Settlement edge)

STRATEGY 1B
Strategy 1B primarily effects the western settlement edge of Keyworth. Four sites have been allocated for
housing with the introduction of a linear area of Open Space/Park located adjacent to the new settlement
edge, see figure 3.
Existing Landscape character
The majority of the settlement of Keyworth is located within the Landscape Character Area Nottinghamshire
Wolds although some of the proposed allocated sites for this strategy option are located within the
adjacent Landscape Character Area - South Nottinghamshire Farmlands, (see figure 1). The sites generally
concord with the descriptions set out in the Landscape Character Designations. The field pattern is grid
like although hedgerow boundaries are poorly maintained and fragmented. There are few trees adjacent
to the development edge and in the rear gardens of properties therefore existing dwellings on the
settlement edge are prominent within the landscape, see 1B: View 1 and 1B: view 3. There is a ‘General
lack of woodland within the area with few hedgerow trees enables open extensive views across the area’
this is clearly shown in 1B: View 4 from the end of Croft Road.

S1B: View 1 - Bunny lane
(Existing Western
Settlement edge)

Impact on the landscape character
The proposed sites allocated for housing will result in the settlement edge being extended further west
and agricultural land being replaced with the proposed development. Fragmented hedgerows should
be improved and maintained to strengthen the landscape character. Guidelines set out by the council
recommend identifying ‘opportunities for enhancing the structure and unity of the landscape through new
tree and woodland planting’. Tree planting could be introduced within the areas allocated for open space
to help strengthen the landscape character.

S1B: View 2 - Unnamed road off Off Bunny Lane
Dwellings on Croft Road
(Existing Settlement edge)

Existing Visual Amenity
Long views to the surrounding countryside are restricted by the relatively flat land form and hedgerowssee 1B: View 5 - Croft Road. Mature fragmented hedgerows that bound fields and dense hedgerows along
the main roads further restrict views to the surrounding countryside.

S1B: View 4a - Croft Road

The roof lines and upper storeys on the existing western settlement edge are prominent when approaching
Keyworth along Bunny Lane. Houses further into Keyworth are also visible from these points - see 1B:
View 1 - Bunny lane.
Impacts on the Visual Amenity
Views from dwellings on the existing western settlement edge will have the highest impact. For example
the views from dwellings on Roseland Close, Rancliffe Avenue, Brook View Drive, Spinney Road and Intake
Road where the properties currently back onto agricultural fields, will have the highest impact with the
proposed view looking onto new housing.
The existing settlement edge is a prominent feature in the landscape particularly when approaching
Keyworth along Bunny Lane S1B: View 1 - Bunny lane. The proposed development will extend the
settlement edge and landscape structure planting should be used to integrate and soften the built form to
reduce the prominence of the settlement edge. This could be an improvement on the current situation.
This option would also see housing either side of Debdale Lane - see S1B:View 5.

S1B: View 4b - Croft Road
Dwellings on Rancliffe Avenue
(Existing Settlement edge)

S1B: View 5- Debdale Lane

8

Keyworth

S1B: View 3 - Bunny Lane
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OPTION 1b: WESTERN SUE
Common Map Key
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Figure 3 - Option 1. Drawing by BPUD
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STRATEGY 2
Strategy 2 effects both the eastern and western settlement edge to Keyworth, This strategy allows larger
areas for employment and economic growth. Land allocated for open space is located adjacent to the new
settlement edge. See figure 4.

Dwellings on Croft Road
(Existing Settlement edge)
Dwellings on Rancliffe Avenue
(Existing Settlement edge)

Existing Landscape character
The majority of the sites allocated for housing in option two fall within the Nottinghamshire Wolds and
a single small site within the South Nottinghamshire Farmlands. The scale of the grid like field pattern
becomes smaller closer to the settlement edge. The landscape generally concords with the descriptions
set out in the Landscape Character Designations. Hedgerows on the east of the site are less fragmented
and more dense compared to the west. There are also fewer groups of trees adjacent to the settlement
edge on the west compared to the east.

S2: View 1 - Croft Road

Impact on the landscape character
The proposed allocated site for housing are to be separated between the eastern and western edges of
Keyworth; two sites on each side. Existing hedgerow field boundaries should be retained and enhanced to
strengthen the landscape character. Tree planting can be introduced to strengthen the landscape character
in accordance with the councils recommendations to Enhance the character of the area.
Existing Visual Amenity

S2: View 3 - Bradmore Lane

From the western edge long views to the surrounding countryside are restricted by the relatively flat
land form and hedgerows. Some of the houses on the western edge have the gable ends adjacent to the
settlement edge whilst others directly back onto the agricultural land see S2: View 1 and S2: View 2. Views
to this settlement edge are restricted by the undulating landform and mature vegetation although the
northwestern settlement edge is visible from points further away - see S2: View 2 - Bradmore Lane .
Long views can be gained in a north easterly direction from the eastern settlement edge, looking over the
gently undulating landscape. The built up area of Nottingham city centre is visible in the background with
other areas of residential development dispersed among groups of trees and woodland. See 1A: View 2
Views of the rooflines and upper stories of dwellings on the existing north eastern settlement edge can be
gained - see 1A: View 2 and view 3.

S2: View 4 - Public Footpath the east of Keyworth

Impacts on the Visual Amenity
Larger areas have been allocated for employment within the option - this may take the form of single storey
or higher units and therefore could be more prominent feature within the landscape particularly from
points further away such as along Bradmore Lane. Sites for employment should be well integrated within
the landscape with the introduction of buffer planting to reduce views when approaching Keyworth. This
is particularly true along Platt Lane, where the proposed view would see sites allocated for employment
on either side of the road.
Long views to the surrounding countryside from Knicker Hill will be most impacted in the middle of the
road, whereas views from dwellings on the south of the road will have little impact. Views towards the
settlement edge ( see S2: View 5 ) where roof lines of existing dwellings are visible among groups of
trees and hedgerows will be impacted slightly; the settlement edge will be brought forward although
hedgerows will be retained and an area of open space will be allocated adjacent to the new settlement
edge. Rooflines and some upper storeys may be visible over the existing hedgerow.
Views from Station Road will be impacted although the existing trees help to create filtered views to the
proposed housing.
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S2: View 5 - Public Footpath the east of Keyworth

S2: View 2 - Debdale Lane
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OPTION 2: ECONOMIC GROWTH
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Figure 4 - Option 2. Drawing by BPUD
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STRATEGY 3
Strategy 3 effects both the eastern and western settlement edge of Keyworth along with a small
site to the south of Keyworth. This strategy allows for the allocated housing areas to be dispersed
on smaller sites around Keyworth.
Existing Landscape character
The sites allocated for development in option three fall within the Nottinghamshire Wolds and
a single small site within the South Nottinghamshire Farmlands. The scale of the grid like field
pattern becomes smaller closer to the settlement edge. The landscape generally concords with
the descriptions set out in the Landscape Character Designations. Hedgerows on the east of the
site are less fragmented and more dense compared to the west. There are also fewer groups of
trees adjacent to the settlement edge on the west compared to the east.

S3: View 1 - Bunny lane

Impact on the landscape character
The sites allocated within this strategy are arranged to be in linear strips adjacent to the
settlement edge. Therefore the small scale field pattern close to the existing development can
be retained and there will be less of an impact to the landscape character compared to other
proposed strategies.

S3: View 2 - Croft Road

Existing Visual Amenity
Existing dwellings on the western edge gain views over the surrounding countryside. Some views
are long although many are restricted by the undulating topography and vegetation see S3: View
1 and S3: View 2.
Dwellings on Knicker Hill that face onto the surrounding countryside gain long views towards
Nottingham in the distance S3: View 3.
Impacts on the Visual Amenity
This strategy will have the greatest impact on visual amenity due to the increased number of
views that will be impacted by the large number of smaller sites. The opportunity to introduce
landscape structure planting is limited reducing the ability of the built form fully integrating
within the landscape. Therefore the new settlement edge may be more prominent and have a
greater visual impact.
Sites for employment have been allocated within the settlement adjacent to existing employment
therefore any larger units will be visually absorbed.
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S3: View 3 - Knicker Hill

70

50

50
70
V3

R

160 V2

L
V1

OPTION 3: SMALL SITES ONLY

R

Common Map Key
Housing Allocation

50

Employment Allocation
Park / Open Space

50

Safeguarded Land
New Settlement Boundary

L

Leisure Hub

L

Proposed Leisure Hub

R

Retail Hub

R

Proposed Retail Hub
Enviromental Improvement Zone
Key Road Improvements
Junction Capacity Improvements

Figure 5 - Option 3. Drawing by BPUD
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STRATEGY 4
Strategy 4 effects both the eastern and western settlement edge of Keyworth. This strategy
disperses the new residential development equally on either side of Keyworth.
Existing Landscape character
The sites allocated for development within strategy 4 are located within the Landscape Character
Area Nottinghamshire Wolds. This area is described as having extensive areas of continuous
pasture and arable farming with a well defined regular and semi-irregular field pattern of hedged
fields and woodland. Older smaller field patterns are present in pastoral fields close to village
fringes.

S4: View 1 - Croft Road

The existing landscape character of this area concords with the description set out in the
Landscape Character Assessment; a strong grid like pattern of smaller fields lie adjacent to the
eastern settlement boundary and continue up to the train line where the field pattern becomes
less rigid and of larger scale. Hedgerows on the east of the site are less fragmented and more
dense compared to the west. There are also fewer groups of trees adjacent to the settlement
edge on the west compared to the east.
Impact on the landscape character

S4: View 2 - Bunny lane

The proposed allocated site for housing are to be separated between the eastern and western
edges of Keyworth. Existing hedgerow field boundaries should be retained and enhanced to
strengthen the landscape character particularly on the western edge of Keyworth. Similarly where
there is a lack of tree planting along the western edge this should be introduced in accordance
with the councils recommendations to Enhance the character of the area.
Existing Visual Amenity
From the western edge long views to the surrounding countryside are restricted by the relatively
flat land form and hedgerows. Some of the houses on the western edge have the gable ends
adjacent to the settlement edge others directly back onto the agricultural land see S4: View
1. Long distance views to this settlement edge are restricted by the undulating land form and
groups of trees - see S4: View 3. Closer to the settlement edge roof lines and upper storeys of
existing dwellings are visible. Dense hedgerows restrict views of dwellings located further away
as the land falls.

S4: View 3 - Bradmore Lane

Long views can be gained in a north easterly direction from the eastern settlement edge, looking
over the gently undulating landscape. The built up area of Nottingham city centre is visible in the
background with other areas of residential development dispersed among groups of trees and
woodland. See S4: View 4 .
Impacts on the Visual Amenity
This strategy will have a visual impact on the residents of the middle of Knicker Hill, where a site
adjacent to the road is allocated for housing. Residents of Station Road will see filtered views
of proposed housing although existing trees that line the road will help to create a softer edge
to the proposed development. This should be retained and enhanced in accordance with the
councils recommendations to Conserve the historic pattern of hedgerows along rural lanes.
A larger site proposed for the western edge of Keyworth will create extend the settlement boundary.
This could be a prominent feature in the landscape when entering Keyworth along Bunny Lane
although there is the opportunity to improve the existing situation with the introduction of buffer
planting along the new edge to help integrate the built form within the landscape.
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S4: View 4 - Bradmore Lane
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Figure 6 - Option 4. Drawing by BPUD
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5.0 SUMMARY
Strategies 1A and 1B result in the allocated sites not being evenly distributed around Keyworth
therefore a greater impact to the landscape character and visual amenity would occur on one
side of the settlement.
Strategy 2 allows larger areas for employment and economic growth. The units within the
employment areas are likely to be large and of more than one storey and therefore will be more
prominent in the landscape, having a greater visual impact. This is particularly the case when
entering Keyworth from Platt Lane.
Strategy 3 will have the greatest impact on visual amenity effecting the greatest number of views
from within Keyworth and when looking towards the settlement edge. This is due to the large
number of smaller sites that will surround Keyworth in a linear fashion. This strategy also includes
a reduced amount of allocated open space adjacent to the new settlement boundary resulting in
a more prominent development edge within the landscape.
Strategy 4 has a balanced approach to growth and likely to have the least impact on visual amenity
and landscape character. Visually the sites allow for the majority of the residents to retain existing
views to the surrounding countryside. Although, existing views gained by residents of Knicker Hill
and users of the road would be restricted and residents of Station Road will see filtered views of
proposed housing. Furthermore residents along the western edge that have existing views onto
agricultural land will be restricted by the new development.
When entering Keyworth from the east hedgerows are tall and mature although buffer planting
should be implemented along the new settlement edge to help integrate the built form within
the landscape. When entering Keyworth form the west the topography is undulating although
the existing edge is prominent. Groups of trees should be introduced along the new settlement
edge to soften the built form in accordance with the councils recommendation to : Promote
measures for achieving a better integration of new and existing development in the countryside
and Encourage planting of small-scale broadleaved woodland along village fringes.
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